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Businesses must identify 
location as South Fayette
Local law aims to reduce confusion, boost public safety
By Andrea Iglar

We are South Fayette.
That’s the basic message of 

a township law that requires all 
organizations physically located in 
the 21-square-mile community to 
identify their location as South Fayette 
Township.

The rule applies to businesses, 
schools, community groups, churches, 
health care facilities, clubs, residential 
developments, recreational facilities, 
governmental agencies, nonprofit 
groups and other organizations.

Why has location identification 
been a problem in South Fayette?

The U.S. Postal Service assigns 
mailing addresses based on post office 

locations rather than the community 
where you actually live or work—
causing confusion and potential safety 
issues.

Addresses in South Fayette use 
eight different ZIP codes and post 
office names: Bridgeville 15017, Oakdale 
15071, McDonald 15057, Sturgeon 15082, 
Morgan 15064, Cuddy 15031, Cecil 15321 
and Presto 15142.

This arrangement can confuse 
people inside and outside the 
community.

For example, more than 5,000 
addresses in South Fayette have the 
Bridgeville 15017 postal address—but 
they do not live in Bridgeville, which is a 

separate borough outside South Fayette.
Presto is a neighborhood in Collier 

Township, while Oakdale, McDonald 
and Cecil are separate municipalities.

Despite its McDonald 15057 mailing 
address, the South Fayette school 
campus is not located in McDonald. 
The school district shares borders with 
South Fayette Township.

Many organizations in South 
Fayette have advertised that they 
are located in other municipalities, 
“exacerbating the confusion 
of patrons and other visitors,” 
according to the Truth in Advertising 
ordinance approved by the Board of 
Commissioners in 2018.



This rendering of fictional storefronts 
shows some of the appropriate, legal ways 
to identify a business in South Fayette 
Township. (Image by Andrea Iglar)

YOU ARE IN
SOUTH FAYETTE

IF...

Your child attends South
Fayette School District

You pay or owe taxes to
SF Township & SF Schools

Your home or business is
within township borders

SouthFayettePA.com/maps

NO MATTER WHAT YOUR
ZIP CODE SAYS Your mailing address is

Cuddy, Morgan or Sturgeon

Truth in Advertising
Code: Township General Legislation, 
Chapter 95: Advertising Materials

Purpose: Provides for the correct 
identification of addresses physically 
located in South Fayette Township

Applies to: All public, private, 
nonprofit and governmental 
organizations

Penalty: $500 fine per violation, plus 
court costs

View the Code: 
southfayettepa.com/identity

ZIP Codes & Map: 
southfayettepa.com/zip
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Occasionally, the confusion causes 
someone to summon emergency help 
to the wrong municipality, “resulting 
in delays at times when the prompt 
response is essential to preserve 
property and life,” the ordinance states.

The law requires every organization 
physically located in South Fayette 
to identify its location as South 
Fayette in all advertising and public 
communication, except when listing the 
general street or mailing address.

For example, an organization 
would be permitted to advertise as 
“My Business in South Fayette” or 
the “South Fayette Township branch 
of My Business” and then list the 

mailing address as “123 Example Street, 
Bridgeville, PA 15017.”

The law covers print, audio and 
digital communications in all media 
formats, including, but not limited to, 
newspapers, flyers, television, radio and 
internet.

Organizations referencing the 
name of another municipality (such 
as Bridgeville, McDonald or Oakdale) 
on property signage also must affix the 
words “South Fayette Township” to each 
visible sign face.

While voluntary compliance 
is preferred, each violation of the 
ordinance may result in a $500 penalty.

Questions? Call 412-221-8700.  
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