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A

s we turn our thoughts to 2018, we reflect on the busy
year we had in South Fayette Township. We are proud of
the progress we have achieved and feel a renewed sense
of the goals we want to accomplish in the New Year. As such, we
encourage you to review our 2018 budget online at
www.southfayettepa.com/budget. The document includes an
easy-to-read snapshot of what our goals and challenges are in
the coming year.
Continuing to promote collaboration between the
township and our citizens always is an important goal, and
examples are apparent in this issue of South Fayette Connect.
Some topics include the addition of a friendly bloodhound to
our police department, youth and adult athletic opportunities,
a World War II veteran’s unique artwork, snow plowing
preparation tips, a recap of our summer road improvement
program and a fire hall renovation at one of the township's four
volunteer fire departments. In addition, the issue spotlights
one of our public works employees, multiple awards earned
by our police department and the opening of another brandnew business, as well as a roundup of the incredible things the
community did to celebrate the 175th anniversary of South
Fayette Township.
Whatever your interests and activities as a resident or
business owner, please know that the township continues to
focus on nurturing the very best environment for all of our
citizens to thrive in. Although it may be chilly and snowy, it is
indeed, as author Elizabeth Camden put it, a time of renewal
and reflection as we look to what 2018 has in store for our
wonderful community.
Happy New Year!

Ryan
Ryan Eggleston, South Fayette Township Manager

Andrea Iglar
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South Fayette
Shorts
Rebecca Sray is sworn in as
a South Fayette Township
commissioner.

Sray takes oath of office
Rebecca M. Sray has joined the fivemember South Fayette Township
Board of Commissioners. Voters
elected her in November to a fouryear term, and the board appointed
her a month early to finish the term
of Jessica Cardillo, who resigned
because she moved out of the
township. District Judge Maureen
McGraw-Desmet administered the
oath of office Dec. 6 to Ms. Sray,
whose late spouse, Thomas J. Sray,
had served as a commissioner for 20
years.
Also in November, Kevin P. Biber was
elected to a four-year term as tax
collector, replacing Anne Beck, who
did not seek re-election.

Monthly meetings scheduled
The South Fayette Township Board of
Commissioners will hold a combined
workshop/voting meeting each month in
2018 at the municipal building, 515 Millers
Run Road. The 7 p.m. meeting is set for
the third Wednesday of January, February
and March and the second Wednesday
from April through December:
www.southfayettepa.com/meetings.

Online registration for recreation
programs being updated
Online credit card registration for South
Fayette Township Parks & Recreation
programs is temporarily unavailable while
the township transitions to an updated
system. In the meantime, signups are
being accepted by mail, by email or in
person at the township office. Cash and
check payments are accepted. Details:
www.southfayettepa.com/recreation or
412-221-8700.
2|
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Grant to expand traffic signal
timing project
South Fayette Township has been
awarded an additional $77,484 in Green
Light-Go state grant funds to include
the Bursca Drive and Twin Ponds Lane
intersections with Washington Pike in a
traffic signal timing project that is under
way. An initial $381,391 grant covers
eight intersections. The approximately
$860,000 project, which also includes
local funds, aims to reduce congestion
in the area of Washington Pike, Route 50
and I-79 with a computerized system that
automatically adjusts signal timing based
on real-time traffic conditions.

Chiropractor raising money for
cancer program
South Fayette Township
resident Adam Greer,
a survivor of Hodgkin’s
Lymphoma, is raising money
for St. Clair Hospital’s
oncology program. Greer
Chiropractic & Rehabilitation in
Bridgeville Borough is donating each
client's $40 initial services fee to the
program, which helps cancer patients
who are dealing with the physical and
mental struggles of cancer treatment.
Dr. Greer is a member of the Bridgeville/
South Fayette Rotary Club and the
Southwest Communities Chamber of
Commerce, which includes South Fayette
and neighboring communities. Details:
www.greerchiro.com or 412-914-8965.

Police get traffic safety award
The South Fayette Township Police
Department has received a 2017 AAA
Community Traffic Safety Silver Award,
which recognizes efforts to reduce
motor vehicle injuries and fatalities by
conducting
educational
programs and
promotional
campaigns
that
encourage
safe driving.
Police
Chief John
Phoennik (pictured), who accepted
the award in November, recognized
South Fayette police Sgt. Mike Wesolek
for coordinating programs related to
aggressive driving, seat belt safety and
driving under the influence.

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

Budget adds two police officers
South Fayette Township’s $11.6 million
budget for 2018 includes the addition
of two full-time police officers and a 10
percent increase in funding for the South
Fayette Township Library. The township's
property tax rate is 4.73 mills, equal to
$473 per $100,000 of assessed value:
www.southfayettepa.com/budget.

Sign up for township news and
emergency alerts
Be the first to know! South Fayette
Township will send you emergency alerts,
news and more directly to your email or
text-message inbox. Sign up today:
www.southfayettepa.com/notifyme.

Lockette becomes school
superintendent
Dr. Kenneth Lockette begins his
tenure in January as superintendent
of the South Fayette School District,
replacing Dr. Bille Rondinelli, who is
retiring after more than 8 years in the
position.
Dr. Lockette has more than 20 years
of international experience as an
educator. He has taught middle- and
high-school English and drama;
served in the Peace Corps teaching
English to university students in
Kazakhstan; and held the position
of high school principal and, most
recently, assistant superintendent of
the Avonworth School District. He
holds a doctorate in instructional
leadership and management from
Robert Morris University.
“South Fayette has been a leader
in the region and in the nation with
innovative educational practices,
and I look forward to supporting all
the great things that are in place and
advance others,” Dr. Lockette said.

Meet ...

Improvements completed on 36 township roads

Mark Mitchell

By Andrea Iglar
This year, South Fayette Township completed improvements on 36 roads—about 10
percent of all township-owned roads.
Work in 2017 covered more than seven miles of roadway and repair of more than 100
storm water inlets.
In addition, crews paved roads and parking lots in Fairview Park and in Preservation
Park, the township’s new park that is under construction near Oakdale.
Depending on the road, the work involved sealing and/or applying Grip-Tight asphalt
emulsion, with base repair as needed. Work was spread among different types of roads—
neighborhood, local and main—and throughout various areas of the township.
The improvements to stormwater facilities will help control flooding and direct
rainwater back into natural bodies of water.
“We’ve been making ongoing progress for several years now to upgrade the storm
system and road surfaces,” Public Works Superintendent Nick Nickolas said.
Projects were completed by contractor El Grande Industries through the advertised
bidding process and by South Fayette Township Public Works.
For the second year in a row, the township dedicated approximately $1 million to
repair and upgrade roads under a long-term road plan that assessed, classified, prioritized
and rated all 70-plus miles of township-owned roadway. See the study at
www.southfayettepa.com/roads.
In addition to the township work, Allegheny County and the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation (PennDOT) completed work on roads that they own within
South Fayette. Allegheny County paved Seminary Avenue.
PennDOT made improvements on Battle Ridge Road (from Thoms Run to Millers
Run), Boyce Road, Mayview Road, Millers Run Road (from Battle Ridge to Route 50),
Presto-Sygan Road, Union Avenue and Washington Pike (from Giant Eagle to Boyce Road).
Also, private developers paved new roads on High Point Drive in Pinnacle Point,
Walnut Ridge Circle in Walnut Ridge, and the driveway to the Municipal Authority of the
Township of South Fayette, which is shared with Topgolf/Newbury Market.

These township-owned roads were improved in 2017:
Abele Rd
Anderson Ave
Apple Blossom Dr
Apple Ridge Rd
Arlington Ave
Battery Dr North
Battery Dr South
Birch Ct
Cannongate Dr
Cecil Reissing (part)
Cecil Sturgeon (part)

Cemetery Hill
(Robinson Run to
McVey)
Clyde St
Crab Orchard Ct
Emerson Lane
Freedom Dr N & S
Grail Hill Ct
Grant Circle
Hickory Grade Rd
(Alpine to county line)

Hudson St
Jackson Circle
Lee Circle
Maple Ct
Martha St
Myrtle St
Old Fayette Trail
Old Pond Rd
Pine Creek Dr
Ridgeview Dr
Rutherglen Dr

Sherman Circle
Stuart Circle
Tiporary Ct
Turnberry Lane
Valley View Dr
Winchester Dr
Woodbridge Dr
Woodcreek Dr

How Do I ... Prepare for Snow Plowing?
When it snows, the South Fayette Township Public Works Department sends trucks
and workers along 14 routes to plow and salt 70 miles of roadway. (Other roads within
the township are maintained by Allegheny County or the Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation.) During large storms, crews prioritize main roads and streets that are
required for school buses, health care facilities and public safety vehicles. All citizens
can help ensure safe, successful snow removal. When snow is on the roads, please:

1

Ensure your mailbox doesn't extend
over the edge of the road. Remove
sports equipment, such as portable
basketball hoops, that may be blocking
or hanging into the road.

2

Shovel your driveway AFTER the
plow clears your road. Do not
shovel your snow into the road.

3
T

Avoid parking vehicles on the road
or cul-de-sac.

o report a snow or ice issue, go to
www.southfayettepa.com/request
or call 412-221-8700. Dial 9-1-1 for all
emergencies. For more information about
winter road maintenance, please visit
www.southfayettepa.com/publicworks.

M

ark Mitchell is the South
Fayette Township Public
Works Department's goto guy for special projects and
facility repairs. A 10-year township
employee and lifelong resident, he
grew up around his family business,
Desmet Lumber & Supply Co., which
closed in 2000 after 80 years. "I was
always around the lumberyard," he
says.
Family: Wife, Reyne; daughters
Maggie, 25, and Micaela, 21; cats
Rocco and Rio
First Job: Working summers at
Desmet Lumber, which was founded
by his great-grandparents in 1919 at
Millers Run & Cecil Sturgeon roads
Education: Earned associate degree
in electrical technology
Community Service: Vice president
and lieutenant of the South Fayette
(Cuddy) Volunteer Fire Department,
which he has served for 22 years
Hobbies: Hunting; playing and
watching sports; working on his
electric model train village
Favorite Vacation Spots: Edinboro
Lake, PA, and Myrtle Beach, SC
Best Quality of South Fayette:
"The peaceful quietness and the low
crime rate."
Little known fact about Mark:
Mark has used his talents for many
personal and professional projects,
including building his house, making
rocking horses for his children, and
helping construct the large pavilion
in Fairview Park.
— Andrea Iglar
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South Fayette
Around the Township
Pawsome show!
South Fayette feline fancier organizes annual cat show
By Sara Iagnemma

Greenhouse Kitty
Mickey the cat kicked off the holidays
in November by relaxing among
thousands of poinsettias at Broniak
& Kraf Flower Shop & Greenhouse,
a family-owned business in South
Fayette Township for more than
50 years. The formerly stray cat
makes his permanent home in the
greenhouses at 3205 Washington
Pike, where the colorful seasonal
flowers begin growing in July. Details:
www.broniakandkraf.com or
412-221-3233.
—Photo & Text by Andrea Iglar

Alice Schepp has plenty of experience in show business—the show cat business, that is.
Ms. Schepp is president of Steel City Kitties, a nonprofit club that organizes an annual
cat show in the Pittsburgh region. She lives in South Fayette Township with her husband,
Ralph, and their eight Maine Coons, a cat breed famous for big size and big personality.
The only domesticated
naturally occurring cat in North
South Fayette Township
America, Maine Coons are some
resident Alice Schepp, head
of the friendliest cats in the
of the Steel City Kitties,
world and some of the largest,
relaxes on the couch with
with grown males weighing up
Lydia, one of her eight Maine
to 30 pounds. This size has its
Coons. (Photo: Andrea Iglar)
challenges: it takes at least three
hours of bathing, combing and
blow-drying to get one of the
show cats ready for competition.
The hassle is well worth
it, though—Ms. Schepp’s star
cat, Coupurr, is ranked 23rd
internationally among all breeds.
“I’m proud of my cats,” Ms.
Schepp said. “These are my kids.”
Cat show judging is based on standards set for each breed by the nonprofit Cat
Fanciers’ Association.
The Pittsburgh cat show includes a household pet division so that everyday animal
fans can enter their favorite felines, too.
Steel City Kitties supports the breeding of pedigreed cats while also encouraging the
adoption of shelter cats, Ms. Schepp said.
In addition to competitors and judges, about 1,000 spectators are expected to attend
each day of the cat show, creating an opportunity to meet other cat fanciers.
“The people I’ve met is the biggest thing,” Ms. Schepp said.
The 2018 Steel City Kitties cat show will be held Feb. 10 and Feb. 11 at the Monroeville
Convention Center. Details: www.steelcitykitties.com or 412-225-6361.
Sara Iagnemma is a junior at South Fayette High School.

Tyler
Photo: Sara Iagnemma
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Fleury & Lydia
Photo: Sara Iagnemma
facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

Photo courtesy
of Burns Scalo

Boom
Town

Hundreds of community and business leaders attended Burns Scalo Real Estate’s
“Allegheny County’s Next Boom Town” breakfast briefing in November at the newly
constructed Beacon I office building in Abele Business Park, South Fayette Township.
Panelists spoke about the future of commercial development in South Fayette and
the benefits of the Southern Beltway, the turnpike that will connect Interstate 79 to
Pittsburgh International Airport. "It's a game changer," Christina Cassotis, the airport
CEO, said about the highway. "When you improve congestion and make it easier to
connect the growing parts of the city to the airport, then that's going to make it easier
to attract investment." The other panelists were Allegheny County Executive Rich
Fitzgerald; State Rep. Jason Ortitay; South Fayette Township Commissioner Gwen
Rodi; and Integra Realty Resources Senior Managing Director Paul Griffith.

Southern Beltway Update
Construction of a two-mile portion of the Southern Beltway (Turnpike 576) in South
Fayette Township is set to heat up in 2018 and continue until 2021.
The Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission already has closed a portion of Millers
Run Road, near the South Fayette-Cecil border, until mid-2019.
Eventually, nighttime closures will occur on Route 50 while four bridges are being
built. The bridges will serve a new interchange connecting the turnpike with Route 50,
about a mile west of The Original Farmers Market in South Fayette.
Work will involve blasting and nearly four million cubic yards of excavation.
The 13-mile, $700 million Southern Beltway will connect Route 22 with Interstate
79 and provide direct access from South Fayette to Pittsburgh International Airport.
Project maps and details: www.patpconstruction.com/southern_beltway/22to79.
Sign up for local road updates: www.southfayettepa.com/notifyme.
—Andrea Iglar

South Fayette
Business

First Topgolf in Pennsylvania
set to open this summer in
South Fayette
A Topgolf entertainment center is under
construction in South Fayette Township
and set to open in summer 2018.
The three-level, 65,000-square-foot
facility will be in Newbury Market,
a mixed-use commercial project
in progress at Interstate 79, Route
50 and Presto-Sygan Road. The
South Fayette location will be the
first in Pennsylvania for the Dallasbased company, which operates
more than 30 locations nationwide.
Plans include more than 100 climatecontrolled hitting bays, a full-service
restaurant, three bars, private event
spaces and meeting rooms, a rooftop
terrace with a fire pit, free Wi-Fi
and more than 200 HDTVs. Details:
www.topgolf.com/us/pittsburgh.
—Andrea Iglar

Dunkin' Donuts opens
in South Fayette
Washington Financial Bank
planned for same building
Dunkin’ Donuts opened Dec. 11 at 179
Millers Run Road in South Fayette
Township. The South West Communities
Chamber of Commerce, Pittsburgh Pirates
Parrot and township officials participated
in a ribbon cutting. The coffee and baked
goods shop, located at the Interstate 79
interchange, is open 7 days a week, starting
at 5 a.m. The dining room is open until
10 p.m., and the drive-through is open until
midnight. Washington Financial Bank is
set to open in the same building.

Photo by Andrea Iglar
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South Fayette Township police officer honored for work in the schools
Statewide award recognizes Sgt. Jeff Sgro
By Andrea Iglar
South Fayette Township police Sgt.
Jeff Sgro is the first-ever recipient of
the "Pennsylvania School Resource
Officer of the Year Award” from
Pennsylvania Students Against
Destructive Decisions (SADD).
The award was created to
recognize School Resource Officers
who serve as positive role models and
show a genuine commitment to their
students, schools and communities,
including efforts related to drug and
alcohol education, teen driver safety
and anti-bullying.
Sgt. Sgro received the award
during a SADD Conference in
November.
“I was genuinely surprised to
receive this award, and I am truly
humbled that my peers chose me for
this award,” he said.
“While receiving this award, I
thought of how much bigger this
is than just one person. I am truly
thankful to everyone for their support.”
The township police department assigns Sgt. Sgro to the South
Fayette School District campus during the school year to serve as
School Resource Officer.

“It’s well worth it to have a fulltime officer in the schools for those
nine months,” Police Chief John
Phoennik said. “It’s about breaking
down barriers.”
The program, currently in its
fourth school year, is jointly funded by
the township and the school district,
with assistance from a grant.
“Sgt. Sgro has worked with K
through 12 to try to prevent students
from making destructive decisions
starting at an early age,” said Bille
Rondinelli, the school district’s
retiring superintendent.
Sgt. Sgro, a graduate of South
Fayette High School, has been with
the township police since 1999. He
is president of the Pennsylvania
Association of School Resource
Officers.
As School Resource Officer, Sgt.
Sgro responds to incidents, develops
positive relationships with students
and provides educational programs.
“I try to be a mentor,” he said. “It’s a great responsibility.”
South Fayette
Township police
Sgt. Jeff Sgro is PA
School Resource
Officer of the Year.

Find the latest police news at www.southfayettepa.com/police.

Police department gets mobile ID units
The South Fayette Township Police Department has received two mobile
identification devices to conduct fingerprint searches from the field. Officers were
trained to use the units in November. One unit is kept in the police supervisor’s car
and the other at the South Fayette School District campus during the school year.
Basically a cell phone with a fingerprint reader, each unit allows officers to search
state and federal databases to identify someone who refuses to present ID. The
Pennsylvania Chiefs of Police Association provided the DataWorks Plus Model
Evolution Rapid ID Devices, plus the first year of cellular service, through a grant
from the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency’s Local Technology
Workgroup and in cooperation with the Pennsylvania State Police.
—Andrea Iglar

Gold Sponsor - Disabled Sportsmen's Hunt - Thank you!

412-221-1600
www.colussy.com
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Gold Sponsor - Community Day - Thank you!

Volunteers help renovate social hall at Sturgeon fire department
Rental space includes updated banquet room, kitchen, bar, stage
By Andrea Iglar
The social hall at Sturgeon Volunteer Fire Department in South
Fayette Township has been refurbished and is available for rent.
“It had a ’70s look, and it was just getting worn out,” said
volunteer firefighter Steve Ciaramella. “We just decided it was time
to remodel. There’s a brand-new bar, a brand-new kitchen, brandnew everything.”
The facility, 526 Main Street, accommodates 125 to 150 people
for parties, wedding receptions, wakes and other gatherings.
Volunteers completed much of the $60,000 renovation, with
contractors hired for some specialized work.
Mr. Ciaramella, a fire department engineer and driver who is
retired from the heating and cooling business, along with lifetime
member Hector Delaney, who owns a contracting company, spent
about two months working on the 2,820-square-foot space.
“Every single day, we were here,” Mr. Ciaramella said.
Keith Delaney, the assistant fire chief, said many firefighters
helped with the project, and subcontractors offered discounted
work.
“Some even donated the entire job that they did,” Mr. Delaney
said. “That, coupled with the members doing a lot of work
themselves, probably saved at least 40 percent on the cost of the
project.”
The handicap-accessible hall is attached to the main firehouse
but uses a separate entrance. Amenities available to renters include
tables and chairs, a stage and dance floor, a fully equipped kitchen
and bar, coat racks, restrooms and parking.
The kitchen features commercial-grade appliances, and the bar
includes an ice machine, a cooler, sinks and a beer kegerator.
If alcohol will be on the premises, renters must pay an alcohol
fee, which includes a bartender for the event. Renters who want to
skip the post-party cleanup may opt to add a cleaning service for an
additional fee.
Mr. Ciaramella said social hall rentals are “very important” to
the all-volunteer department’s fundraising efforts.
“What money we make from rentals goes back into the hall or
fire equipment or building maintenance,” he said.
The fire department’s social committee also uses the hall to
host fundraising and community events, such as craft shows, flea
markets, dances and holiday programs.
This year’s project was the first major renovation of the social
hall in 45 years. From 1964 to 1966, the social hall originally was

Rental Hall Renovation
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

New carpet and flooring
New plaster, paint and wainscoting
New ceiling tiles
Updated LED lighting with dimmers
New furnace with forced-air heat
Larger stage
Updated electrical system
New tables (round and square)
New window blinds
New kitchen counters and appliances

built as an addition to the fire truck garage. In 1972, a stage, bar and
foyer were added. In the 1990s, restrooms were updated and central
air conditioning was added.
The Sturgeon Volunteer Fire Department, founded in 1947,
just celebrated its 70th anniversary. The other fire departments
in South Fayette Township are Fairview, Oak Ridge and South
Fayette.
For hall rental details, please call 412-627-4846 or visit
www.sturgeonvfd.org/hall.html. Keep up with Sturgeon VFD
community events at www.facebook.com/sturgeonvfdevents.

All-terrain vehicle added for trail rescues,
brush fires
The Sturgeon Volunteer Fire Department in South Fayette
Township has added an all-terrain vehicle to its fleet. The
four-wheel-drive Polaris utility vehicle, equipped with a
70-gallon water tank and hose, allows safety personnel to
access trails, woods and other challenging areas to fight
brush fires and conduct rescues. The roughly $25,000
investment, including the vehicle and associated equipment,
was possible thanks to relief funds, which is money that the
state collects from insurance providers and distributes to fire
departments.
—Andrea Iglar
South Fayette Connect | Winter 2017/2018 | 7
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Bloodhound joins
South Fayette Township
Police Department

Nose
Best

M

eet Ellie,

the newest
member of the South Fayette
Township Police Department. The
8-month-old puppy is droopy,
slobbery, gentle, sociable and
intelligent. She is a bloodhound, a breed famous for a superb sense
of smell and a talent for tracking trails of missing or lost people.
“She’s a nose with four legs,” said police Sgt. Mike Wesolek, the
dog’s human.
Born April 16, 2017, Ellie joined the Wesolek family in November
and officially began serving as police dog Dec. 4.
Police introduced Ellie to the township Board of Commissioners
on Dec. 13 and announced her name, which Sgt. Wesolek had chosen
from a list of 1,002 suggestions that people submitted from across
the township and the country, including Pennsylvania and 14 other
states.
Joan Fordeley of South Fayette's Hunting Ridge neighborhood,
along with her 6-year-old twins—daughter Sawyer and son
Quintin—got the idea for the name Ellie from a police dog in the
movie "A Dog's Purpose."
"My kids are so excited, and my husband, Jeff, thinks it's so cool,"
Ms. Fordeley said.

SouthFayettePA.com

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship

Ellie greets Joan Fordeley of South Fayette, winner of the bloodhound naming
contest, with a slobbery kiss on Dec. 27.

The dog was lucky enough to get a middle name, too: Faye, a
shortened form of "Fayette."
Ellie Faye has been making her way around the township,
visiting children and adults at schools, businesses and community
events.
“It’s awesome,” Sgt. Wesolek said. “Everyone says, ‘Can I pet
her?’ and I say yes. She’s a big attention hound.”
The worst that can happen when you meet Ellie is that you
could be drooled upon, he said.
“My wife calls her the Slobber Machine.”
Ellie is on pooch patrol with Sgt. Wesolek, and she is available
for scent-tracking services when South Fayette or a neighbor needs
help finding a runaway or someone who is missing or lost.
Ellie is the only police bloodhound in service in Allegheny
County. The next-closest service bloodhounds are with the
Greensburg Volunteer Fire Department in Westmoreland County.

Sgt. Mike Wesolek and his bloodhound, Ellie,
meet Joan Fordeley, along with her husband, Jeff,
and 6-year-old twins Sawyer and Quintin. The
family won the bloodhound naming contest.
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Scent tracking is especially important
in South Fayette, which is home to multiple
schools, retirement communities and
treatment centers, township Police Chief
John Phoennik said.
“This type of dog fits our community,”
he said, noting that Ellie will not be used for
drug sniffing.
To start the bloodhound on someone’s
trail, Sgt. Wesolek puts the dog in a leashed
harness, has her sniff a personal “scent
article” touched by the subject—a hat, scarf,
keys, cell phone, clump of hair—and lets her
snout lead the way.
“Her nose can distinguish anybody,” Sgt.
Wesolek said. “She’s very deliberate in her
searches.”
Bloodhounds can pick up trails more
than 12 days old, thanks in part to scent
receptors that distinguish smells at least
a thousand times better than humans,
according to the PBS television series
“Nature.”
In addition, the dog’s loose, wrinkled
skin helps trap scent particles, and long,
drooping ears sweep odors toward the
nostrils. A long neck and muscular shoulders
allow the dog to track near the ground over
long distances—more than 100 miles in
some cases.
The word “bloodhound” has been in use
for hundreds of years, but historians can’t
seem to agree on how the dog got its name.

Top: Ellie and Sgt. Mike Wesolek. Bottom: Ellie's
portrait hangs on the wall alongside other officers
at the South Fayette Township police station.

Some say it’s because the dog was owned
by noble families of “true blood”; others say
it is because the hounds tracked wounded
animals for hunters.
Ellie has been well received by the
community. South Fayette Township Public
Works modified a police vehicle for the dog
by replacing the back seat with a carpeted
platform. The Scott Township Police
Department donated a vehicle temperature
control system. Agway at Portman's Country
Commons in South Fayette is contributing
dog food.
Sgt. Wesolek—a South Fayette police
officer for about 18 years—acquired Ellie
from the Northeast Houndsmen, a nonprofit
group in Massachusetts dedicated to training
police hounds and their handlers.
Sgt. Wesolek also has attended training
with the Greensburg bloodhound team and
is working toward becoming certified with
the National Police Bloodhound Association.
Once certified, Ellie’s trailing results will be
admissible as evidence in courts of law.
When Ellie is off duty, she relaxes, plays
and trains at home with Sgt. Wesolek and his
wife, Pam; their four daughters, Katie, Abby,
Emma and Sarah; and their other dog, Duke.
For Sgt. Wesolek, partnering with Ellie
Faye is a dream come true.
“It’s fun,” he said. “You get to ride
around with a dog and help people.”
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CARRYING A BURDEN

In this 1943 illustration by William Phoennik, a hapless laborer carrying a heavy
trunk is about to trip into an open manhole. Mr. Phoennik's return address—
his training grounds in Maryland—is written on the roof of the house in the
background.

BARBED WIRE

A sergeant's pants get caught by barbed wire during a live fire exercise on this
enveloped mailed from training camp in 1944.

Comic Relief

South Fayette veteran’s wartime art on display at museum

E

Story & Photos By Andrea Iglar

ven as a soldier in the U.S. Army during World War II, William Phoennik kept his sense of humor.
On the envelopes of the letters he sent to his parents in Pittsburgh, Mr. Phoennik drew witty, sometimes satirical cartoons
detailing military life.
Now, a selection of those envelopes are on display at Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hall & Museum in Oakland and, along with other
war memorabilia, are part of the museum’s permanent collection.
Mr. Phoennik, 95—a resident of Country
Meadows in South Fayette Township and father
of township police chief John Phoennik—visited
the museum in November, in the company of
family members and fellow residents of the
retirement community.
“I just like to draw; I did the same thing in
civilian life with drawing,” Mr. Phoennik said,
noting that he portrayed “the nutty things in my
head.”
Sense of humor, he said, is everything: “What
else is there?”
Mr. Phoennik donated 36 pieces of his
envelope art, and six of them, dating from 1943
and 1944, are part of the “Thinking of you…”
exhibition, which features the ways soldiers and
their loved ones communicated from afar.
Michael G. Kraus, curator and historian at
Bill Phoennik, 95,
Soldiers & Sailors, said that while other service
of South Fayette
personnel also drew on envelopes, Mr. Phoennik’s
Township views his
artworks are unusually developed and thoughtful.
wartime envelope
“They’re as fresh today as they were in 1943,”
art, which is on
Mr. Kraus said. “He has a real sense of humor in
display at Soldiers &
what he drew.”
Sailors Museum in
Created with blue ink and colored pencils,
Pittsburgh.
the cartoons reflect comic interpretations of Mr.
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Bill Phoennik donated 36 pieces of envelope art, maps, photos, a diary and other memorabilia to the Soldiers & Sailors Museum. Above left: Additional cartoons and Mr.
Phoennik's map of the French town where he served during World War II are part of the museum archives. Above right: Mr. Phoennik peruses a photo album as curator/
historian Michael Kraus holds open the veteran's wartime diary.
Phoennik’s time spent training in Maryland and Georgia and then
serving in France as a tank mechanic with the 533rd Ordnance
Heavy Maintenance Company.
Mr. Kraus said the drawings show a good eye for detail.
For example, in a scene depicting a tank chasing a German
soldier across a battlefield, “everything is in proportion and very
historically accurate,” he said.
Mr. Phoennik—whose own father was a World War I combat
veteran and amateur photographer—grew up in Pittsburgh’s
Sheraden neighborhood and graduated from Langley High School
in 1940. Coincidentally, his graduation ceremony was held in the
Soldiers & Sailors auditorium.
He worked as a cutter at J&L Steel’s Second Avenue Strip Mill
and enlisted in the Army in 1942. After being discharged Nov. 9,
1945, he returned to the steel mill, which turned into the frequent
subject of his drawings. He and his wife, Ruth, moved to Scott
Township and adopted two children, John and Mary.

John Phoennik said his father enjoyed drawing, pottery,
painting, and building model airplanes and train sets. He would
draw birthday cards and other pictures for his children.
“Back in the day, the mill was the place to work because there
was job security,” John said. “But I think his first true love was art.”
Along with the envelopes—none of the letters themselves
survive—Mr. Phoennik donated a diary, maps, photo albums and
other artifacts to the museum.
“We’re thrilled he chose us to preserve these items,” Mr. Kraus
said. “We’re really interested in honoring American soldiers and
what they did.”
Soldiers & Sailors opened in 1910 as a tribute to Allegheny
County’s Civil War veterans. Today, it is dedicated to Pennsylvania
veterans of all wars.

PANTS ON FIRE

TANK CHASE

On this envelope mailed from Fort Benning, Ga., in 1944, a sleeping sergeant's
shoes are being set alight by a private whose papers are torched by a technician. A
lieutenant watches the gag unfold.

Soldiers & Sailors, 4141 Fifth Ave., Pittsburgh: 412-621-4253 or
www.soldiersandsailorshall.org.

In this 1943 cartoon, a German soldier is chased by an accurately drawn M4 tank.
The handwriting on the flag indicates the privilege of military personnel to mail
letters at no cost from their duty stations by writing “free” in the upper right corner
of the envelope in lieu of a stamp.
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175 YEARS OF HISTORY & PROGRESS

Oh, what a year!
$1,075
for the

175th

South Fayette Township raised $1,075 for The Historical Society of South Fayette Township through the sale of limited-edition 175th anniversary T-shirts and chocolate
bars, plus the South Fayette Community Day raffle. The township Board of Commissioners presented the check in November. Front row, from left: board vice president
Ray Pitetti, township recreation director Paula Simmons, township community development director Andrea Iglar, historical society president Emily Brady, and historical
society members Joanne Petrillo, Kay Rank, Florence Hayes and John Kosky. Back row: board president Joe Horowitz, commissioners Gwen Rodi and Lisa Malosh, township
manager Ryan Eggleston and township solicitor Bob Garvin.

S

outh Fayette Township celebrated our 175th
anniversary in 2017 with a variety of fun, educational
activities. Here are some highlights of what we did:

Welcomed 300 people to a free community birthday party

with our namesake, General Lafayette, on March 16, 2017—the
day South Fayette Township had been chartered in 1842.

Hosted a Summer Historical Speaker Series featuring Boys
Home history, the township's four volunteer fire departments
and the Little Green Machine marching band.

Presented the 175th Anniversary Ceremony & Variety Show

at South Fayette Community Day, featuring musical performers
and community leaders.
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Video

Watch highlights of the 175th
anniversary celebration on South
Fayette Township's YouTube channel.

Created limited-edition "175 Years of History and Progress"
T-shirts and chocolate bars.

Sold custom-engraved bricks to fund a playground in
Preservation Park, being built in South Fayette near Oakdale.
The bricks will be placed in the park along with a plaque
commemorating the 175th anniversary. You can still buy a brick!
Collected favorite South Fayette memories for a time
capsule, which will be placed in Preservation Park in 2018 and
opened in 25 years for the township's bicentennial.
There's still time to submit your memory!

www.SouthFayettePA.com/175

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

SOUTH FAYETTE TOWNSHIP

1842 - 2017

Favorite South Fayette Memories
In these drawings, children fondly recall fun at the South Fayette Township parks, including the Easter Egg Helicopter Drop in
April, South Fayette Community Day in August and the playgrounds.
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Adults and youth are invited to share their favorite memories of South Fayette at:

www.SouthFayettePA.com/memories
"One that really stands out was helping my father plant his garden each Spring. I learned so much
from him during this period of my "growing up years."
—Emily Brady, president, Historical Society of South Fayette Township

Diamond Sponsor - Touch-a-Truck - Thank you!
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WINTER@Library

The South Fayette Township Library, 515 Millers Run Road, hosts a variety of programs for children, young adults and adults. Register
at www.southfayettelibrary.org under “Events” or call the library at 412-257-8660. Programs are free and held in the library/township
building unless otherwise noted. Here are upcoming highlights:

Youth

Adult

Storytime at the Library, Tuesdays & Fridays
Toddlers, 10:00 a.m.; Preschoolers, 11:00 a.m.

Scrabble, Mondays, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Kids in Motion, Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Chess Club (Elementary and middle school grades)
Monday evenings in January & February
Beginners and experienced chess players may join this
program and have the opportunity to compete in a countywide
tournament on Sat. Feb. 24.
Practice Quiz Nights for Battle of the Books (Grades 4 – 5)
Starting Weds. Jan. 10, 6:00 p.m.– 7:00 p.m.
Open to students participating in the Battle of the Books at
South Fayette Intermediate School.
Math Mites (Ages 3 – 5 and caregivers)
Mondays, Jan. 29 – March 4, 11:00 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
Preschoolers learn math concepts with stories and activities
from the "Mathstart" series and other fun children's books.
Puppy Tales (Ages 6 & up)
Sat. Feb. 3, 1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Read to trained therapy dogs in a fun, supportive environment,
and make a dog-related craft.
Snow and Ice Science Party (Grades 2 – 4)
Tues. Feb. 13, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Have fun and learn about the essential elements of winter.
ScienceFlix: Fossils (Grades 2 – 4)
Tues. March 13, 4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Learn about prehistoric plants and animals preserved as fossils.
Preschool Science: Magnets (Ages 3 – 5 and caregivers)
Mon. March 19, 11:00 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
Enjoy games and activities to learn how magnets work.
Julian DiNinno,
left, and his
older brother,
Luca DiNinno,
build a tower
from magnetic
blocks in
the youth
section of the
South Fayette
Township
Library.

Movie Matinées, Fridays, 1:00 p.m.
Between Two Libraries Book Discussion Group
First Tuesday of each month, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Meeting location alternates between the South Fayette
Township Library and the Bridgeville Public Library.
Soup Potluck
Sat. Jan. 20, Noon – 2:00 p.m.
Make your favorite soup recipe to share, and try new soups.
Bring a serving utensil, copies of your recipe and a slow cooker
to keep your soup warm. The library provides bowls, spoons,
water and crusty bread. No registration required.
Learn to Knit
Tues. Jan. 23, 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Michele Cygnarowicz teaches adults, as well as children in
middle or high school, how to knit. Bring a pair of knitting
needles with stoppers at the end (either US6, US7 or US8) and
a skein of multi-colored yarn. Cost is $5 a person for materials,
payable on the evening of the program. Please register ahead.
Make a Floral Centerpiece for Valentine's Day
Sat. Feb. 10
3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Barb Vock shows
us how to create
beautiful, live floral
centerpieces for the
holiday. Choose from
two session times.
Cost is $15 a person
for materials. Please
register and pay at the
circulation desk in advance.
Sushi-Making Demonstration
Sat. Feb. 17, 11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Chef Ngun Sui demonstrates how to make California rolls,
shrimp rolls and tuna rolls. There will be plenty to eat! Cost is
$10 a person. Please register and pay at the circulation desk by
Mon. Feb. 12.
Introduction to Polymer Clay Caned Beads
Tues. March 6, 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Katie Myser of the Community Library
of Allegheny Valley teaches us how
to make beautiful clay jewelry. Each
participant will make a necklace
with their favorite bead backed by a
silver plated medallion. Cost is $10 a
person. Please register and pay at the
circulation desk in advance.
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South Fayette Athletic Association offers
community sports for youth and adults
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outh Fayette Township supports community sports programs through the South Fayette Athletic Association,
which promotes athletics for the youth and adults of South Fayette Township.
Members include these sports leagues and associations:
South Fayette Baseball & Softball Association (Ages 5–15)
South Fayette Men's Softball (Ages 35 & up)
South Fayette Adult Baseball Association
South Fayette Boys Recreational Basketball (Grades 3–12)
South Fayette Girls Basketball Association (Grades K–8)
South Fayette Youth Cheerleading Association (Grades 1–6)
South Fayette Youth Football Association (Ages 6–12)
South Fayette Hockey
South Fayette Lacrosse Association (Ages 6–15)
South Fayette Soccer Association (Ages 4–18)
South Fayette Aqua Club

WWW.SOUTHFAYETTEPA.COM/ATHLETICS
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Extended Family
Youth baseball and softball group connects community
By Andrea Iglar
Baseball means a lot to a family
and growing,” he said, such
that has played the sport over
as building teamwork and
four generations.
developing social skills.
When he was a child, Bill
The program enjoys support
Craig’s father coached his son’s
from township staff as well
baseball team, having played ball
as volunteers, who work at
with his own father years before.
the concession stand, set up
Today, Mr. Craig’s 13-year-old son,
equipment, run tournaments,
Ryan, plays ball too.
prepare fields and raise money.
Mr. Craig, president of
“That’s the way a lot of
the South Fayette Baseball and
the families are,” said Mr.
Softball Association, said the
Craig, whose wife, Trisha, also
sport connects family and friends.
volunteers.
“It’s about enjoying the sport
Registration fees range from
but also spending time with your
approximately $90 to $120 per
kid and having family time,”
child.
he said. “It’s a good sense of
The association has
involvement and community.”
purchased equipment such as
Last season, about 640 girls
fences, catcher’s equipment and
and boys played on 50 teams
the batting cage at Morgan Park.
through the in-house recreational
With hundreds of South
baseball and softball program,
Fayette families involved, the
held from April to June each year
program has benefited not only
Youth softball players, from left:
in Morgan Park and Fairview
children but also adults, who
Maddie Cavenaugh, Maddie
Park. Some players also join
tend to make friends with other
Shelton and Olivia Bonacci.
traveling teams.
parents.
Grouped by age, teams
“It’s kind of been like your
accommodate various skill levels. Competition is part of the
own extended family,” Mr. Craig said. “That’s been pretty cool.”
experience, but the priority is to give youth opportunities to safely
Registration for the 2018 season of baseball and softball starts in
learn and enjoy the game, Mr. Craig said.
January on the South Fayette Baseball and Softball Association website:
“There’s a lot of things you get from all organized sports,
http://leagues.bluesombrero.com/sfbsa.
especially baseball, that are good for kids in terms of learning

Lifetime Pursuit
Adults enjoy social and physical benefits of playing softball
By Andrea Iglar
Sports can be a lifetime pursuit, a fact demonstrated by South
Fayette Men’s Softball.
The group organizes leagues for adults age 35 and up and age
50 and up. Last year, the teams drew about 100 players, including
one in his seventies.
“It’s a blast,” said Dave Lubin, manager of the 50+ league. “It
really has to do with the great community of South Fayette and
how we root for each other.”
Mr. Lubin, a former youth baseball coach, has played in the
men’s league for 25 years, and many of his teammates today are kids
he once coached.
“You get to the point
where you’re just guys
playing softball,” he said.
Playing ball has proved
to be a good social outlet for
adults in the community,
said Bill Loeffler,

“I just never
want to
stop playing
ball."

co-commissioner of the 35+
league. While games occur
in the summer, the spirit of
friendly competition lasts
year-round.
—Dave Lubin
“If you win, you get
bragging rights all winter,” he said. “It actually keeps us active too,
which is another nice thing about it.”
Spouses and children often attend games, and each year, the
group invites about 300 people to Family Fun Night, a social event
for current and retired players and their families.
“You do things to make it a good family environment,” Mr.
Loeffler said.
Mr. Lubin plays on both the 35+ and the 50+ teams and looks
forward to next season.
“I just never want to stop playing ball,” he said.
Online registration for the 2018 season opens in the spring. Details:
www.sfsoftball35.com or 412-537-6135.
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MAGIC
DUST

Festive families Dec. 1 saw Santa Claus
arrive on a fire truck and sprinkle magic dust
to light the tree in front of the South Fayette
Volunteer Fire Department in the Cuddy
neighborhood. The Holiday Tree Lighting
Celebration was organized by South Fayette
Township Parks & Recreation and the
township's four volunteer fire departments—
South Fayette, Fairview, Oak Ridge and
Sturgeon.

Santa sprinkles magic dust atop the tree
and then visits with Rowan McKinley, 5,
of South Fayette Township. (Photos by
Nicole McKinley.)

Platinum Sponsor - Holiday Celebration - Thank you!

New Model Home &
Final Homesites Released!
• Luxury New Construction Community
• Located 3 Miles from South Fayette School Campus
• Open Concept Floorplans with 3-Car Garages
• Gourmet Kitchens
• Plus Many More Luxury Inclusions!

Contact Us to Schedule a Personal Visit:
Call 412-652-0534 or
Email kdelgrec@HeartlandLuxuryHomes.com;
mdzurind@HeartlandLuxuryHomes.com
See how easy it is to own at HeartlandLuxuryHomes.com

*Prices, oﬀers, availability and ﬁnancing subject
to change without notice. See a Sales and
Marketing Representative for details.
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Photo by Sandra Bushmire

Photo by Sara Bellay

Photo courtesy of the
Gielarowski family
South Fayette children are all
smiles at the holiday celebration.
Clockwise from top left: 6-yearolds Emma Swerkle, Roxanne
Bushmire and Kara Hrapczak have
fun with face painting; Santa and
the moon seem to have climbed to
the same height; Nicholas Fornella,
6, pets Ellie the police bloodhound;
Flynn, 6 months old, enjoys his
first Santa season; and Derrick
Gielarowski, 2, wears a festive hat.
(Photos submitted by families via
Facebook.)

Photo by Elene Fornella

Gold Sponsor - Holiday Celebration - Thank you!
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Diamond Sponsors - Disabled Sportsmen's Hunt - Thank you!
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South Fayette Township

Trash & Recycling
Curbside Collection is Thursday

South Fayette Township

South Fayette Township contracts with Waste Management for curbside
collection of garbage and mixed, single-bin recycling at homes with four
or fewer units. Please do NOT bag your recycling. Pickup day is Thursday
unless otherwise noted. Garbage is collected weekly. Recycling is collected
every 2 weeks. Place bins at the curb the night before.

Jan.

Feb.
5

Trash Collection
Recycling
FRIDAY
1-day delay due to
New Year's Day

1
Trash Collection
Recycling

11
Trash Collection

March

8
Trash Collection

515 Millers Run Road, South Fayette PA 15064
412-221-8700
www.SouthFayettePA.com
facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship
twitter.com/SouthFayetteTwp

Ryan Eggleston, Township Manager
Peggy Patterson, Executive Assistant x10

1
Trash Collection
Recycling

8
Trash Collection

Parks & Recreation

Nancy Degenhardt, Director x25

Planning, Engineering,
Zoning & Building

Community Development
& Communications

Mike Benton, Township Engineer
John Kanaskie, Engineer Technician
Gary Hartz, Building Code Official
Joe Niedermeyer, Inspector
Shannen Rusilko, Assistant x19

Public Works

Butch Truitt, Director x23
Nick Nickolas, Superintendent
Dan Dernosek, Foreman

18
Trash Collection
Recycling

15
Trash Collection
Recycling

15
Trash Collection
Recycling

Finance

Paula Simmons, Director x17

Andrea Iglar, Director x31

Human Resources

La Verne Diggs, Director

Police Department

John Phoennik, Chief of Police
Evonne Williams, Police Secretary
Police Business Office: 412-221-2170
Emergency/Dispatch: 9-1-1

Community Resources
South Fayette Township Library

Benjamin Hornfeck, 412-257-8660, southfayettelibrary.org

South Fayette Area Senior Citizens Association
Margie Smith, 412-221-3730, southfayettepa.com/seniors

25
Trash Collection

22
Trash Collection

22
Trash Collection

South Fayette School District
412-221-4542, southfayette.org

Historical Society of South Fayette Township

Emily Williamson-Brady, 412-257-3523, southfayettepa.com/history

Tax Collectors

29
Township Calendar:
southfayettepa.com/
calendar
Recycling Resources:
southfayettepa.com/
recycle
Waste Management:
wm.com
1-800-866-4460

Trash,
Recycling
& Reuse
Information

Trash Collection
Recycling

Real Estate/Property Tax: southfayettepa.com/tax
Earned Income Tax: Jordan Tax, 412-835-5243, jordantax.com

Municipal Authority (Dye Tests & Sanitary Sewers)
Jerry Brown, 412-257-5100, matsf.net

South West Communities Chamber of Commerce
Mandi Pryor, 412-221-4100, swccoc.org

Volunteer Fire Departments in South Fayette

Cuddy, Fairview, Oak Ridge, Sturgeon: southfayettepa.com/fire

Police, Fire, Ambulance: 9-1-1

