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"Summer
afternoon ... to
me those have
always been
the two most
beautiful words
in the English
language."
—Henry James, as
quoted by author
Edith Wharton in her
memoir "A Backward
Glance," 1934
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O

ne of my favorite summer pastimes is to sit on my
deck on a sunny afternoon, sip some lemonade and
appreciate the beautiful plants growing in my yard.
We each enjoy summer in our own way, and as a
community, South Fayette has many reasons to celebrate
summer.
In this issue of South Fayette Connect, learn why South
Fayette Township's new Preservation Park is being celebrated by
the community soccer association, as well as people who like to
stroll outdoors.
Read about the great accomplishments of our community's
youth, who have worked to build homes for wildlife in our
public spaces.
Enjoy photos of children meeting our police officers and
firefighters, and even trying on fire helmets for size.
Honor local history, as detailed in stories about the unique
stones that mark the Allegheny/Washington county line and
about a tragedy from a century ago that reverberates today.
See what progress is being made on our roads and
highways, and find out how to safely enjoy your property in the
nice weather.
Finally, mark your calendars for wonderful township events
such as Touch-a-Truck, outdoor movies in Fairview Park and
our biggest annual event, South Fayette Community Day.
Amid all the activity, remember to find time to kick back,
sip some lemonade and enjoy the sunshine!
Sincerely,

La Verne
Dr. La Verne P. Diggs is serving as Interim Manager of South
Fayette Township during the hiring process for a permanent
manager.
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South Fayette
Shorts

Vendors, sponsors sought for
South Fayette Community Day

Cards, bingo and luncheons
among senior activities

Registration is open to food vendors,
businesses and community organizations
interested in hosting a booth space
at South Fayette Community Day on
Sat. Aug. 25 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
Fairview Park in South Fayette Township.
Sponsorships also are welcome and
come with promotional benefits: www.
southfayettepa.com/communityday.

The South Fayette
Area Senior Citizens
Association provides
social and recreational
opportunities for its
members age 55 and
over and their spouses.
The seniors meet in the
Community Room at the Senior Center,
located at the back of the township
building, 515 Millers Run Road. Weekly
card games usually are held at scheduled
times Monday through Thursday
(pictured: Ellen Cramer enjoys a game
of 500 Bid). Bingo is held each Friday at
12:30 p.m. Anyone interested in joining
the senior center is welcome to attend the
group's monthly luncheon meeting, held
on the third Monday at 12:30 p.m. Details:
call Margie Smith at 412-221-3730 or visit
www.southfayettepa.com/seniors.

Educational youth programs
move into Abele Business Park
South Fayette Township
named Banner Community
South Fayette Township is among five
municipalities to join the Allegheny
County Banner Community roster
this year thanks to a commitment to
professional development, prudent
fiscal management, transparency,
accountability and proactive
communications that engage citizens.
The Allegheny League of
Municipalities, in conjunction with
Allegheny County Executive Rich
Fitzgerald, recognized the township
in March. From left, commissioners
Joseph Horowitz, Gwen Rodi and
Rebecca Sray accept the citation on
behalf of the township.

South Fayette farmers market
opens for summer season
The Original Farmers Market, 151 Parks
Road in South Fayette Township, opens
at 5:30 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays through September, and then
Mondays and Fridays in October and
November. Find fresh produce, prepared
foods and more from a variety of local
farmers and vendors. Details:
www.theoriginalfarmersmarket.net.

Building permits required for
home accessory structures
South Fayette residents seeking to build a
deck, shed, fence or swimming pool must
apply for a building permit. Requirements
include submitting a fee, property survey
and construction drawings. Get started at
www.southfayettepa.com/building, or
call 412-221-8700 and ask for the Building
Department.
2|
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Snapology—founded by a pair of South
Fayette sisters, Lisa and Laura Coe—has
purchased a building at 1350 Old Pond
Road in Abele Business Park, South
Fayette Township. The organization offers
children ages 1 to 14 programs in science,
technology, engineering, art and math
using building blocks and technology.
Details: www.snapology.com.
The nonprofit Junior Achievement of
Western Pennsylvania, an 80-year-old
youth development organization, has
signed a long-term lease at 90 Emerson
Lane in Abele Business Park for its
regional headquarters and educational
facility, JA BizTown. The simulated
marketplace lets students act as workers
and leaders. Details:
www.juniorachievement.org.

Police accept anonymous crime
tips through website
If you have information regarding a
specific crime, or if you suspect possible
criminal activity in South Fayette, you can
anonymously contact the South Fayette
Township Police Department at
www.southfayettepa.com/crimetip.
Online tip submissions are not
guaranteed immediate attention, so for
emergencies or other urgent matters,
please call 9-1-1.

Chat with the chief July 12
"Coffee with the Chief" is set for 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m. Thurs. July 12 at the Berkshires
Clubhouse, 6000 Middlefield Drive,
South Fayette 15057.
The public can
meet South Fayette
Township Police
Chief John Phoennik
to share comments
and ask questions.

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

Parks & recreation society
honors township for
175th anniversary events
South Fayette Township's 175th
Anniversary Special Program Series
is winner of a 2018 Excellence in
Recreation and Parks Award from the
Pennsylvania Recreation and Park
Society.
The award recognizes the yearlong
celebration in 2017 as a successful
effort to promote parks and recreation
as essential community services.
Township Parks and Recreation
Director Paula Simmons (pictured), a
member of the professional society,
accepted the honor in March.

Meet ...

Route 50 road project set for 2020

John Kanaskie

Bridge widening to ease traffic jams around I-79
By Andrea Iglar
A project to improve the intersection of Route 50 and Chartiers Street and to widen the
bridge between South Fayette and Bridgeville is set for summer 2020.
Representatives of the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation presented a
conceptual plan in April for improving traffic congestion at the busy intersection.
Plans include widening the bridge over Chartiers Creek from four lanes to seven lanes;
widening Chartiers Street to add a left-turn lane toward I-79; and adding an express lane
from the state-owned Route 50/Washington Pike onto the I-79 northbound ramp.
Work will occur in summer 2020, with a few weekend bridge closures and detours.
PennDOT officials said the road work will alleviate traffic congestion and reduce wait
times by 25 to 50 percent for the 25,000 cars passing through each day.
Cheryl Moon-Sirianni, PennDOT District 11 Executive, said the project will solve
problems in the area of Route 50 and Chartiers Street, and the department will continue
looking at further ways to ease congestion around I-79.
“We are aware of other traffic concerns in this region,” she said.
Design and cost of the multimillion-dollar project are yet to be finalized. Federal, state
and local money will fund the project, including $200,000 from South Fayette Township.
PennDOT is basing plans on input from the multi-partner Traffic Task Force, which
includes South Fayette and neighboring municipalities, traffic agencies, state legislators
and the developers of Newbury Market.
PennDOT staff noted that another project to improve the intersection of Boyce and
Mayview roads will occur in 2019, prior to the Route 50/Chartiers Street work.
A computerized adaptive traffic light system at 10 intersections in the area also will
help traffic flow by automatically adjusting signal timing based on real-time conditions.
South Fayette has received more than $458,000 in grant money to help with the project.
Sign up for road news and traffic alerts at www.southfayettepa.com/notifyme.

C

uriosity and a willingness to
learn are traits that define
John Kanaskie, an Engineer
Technician who has worked for
South Fayette Township since 2015.
In his job, he deals with stormwater
management, road paving and land
development. In his personal life, he
enjoys a broad array of interests that
keep him young at heart: "I'm the
oldest kid you'll ever know," he says.
Hometown: South Fayette resident
for 25 years; grew up in Robinson
Education: Bachelor's degree in
science from Penn State

Plan for Bridge over Chartiers Creek

Children: Sarah, 22, and Jake, 19
Hobbies: Woodworking, building,
cooking, geocaching
Image courtesy of PennDOT

How Do I ... Safely Build a Recreational Fire?
Summer is great time to enjoy campfires, but smoke contains pollutants that can
negatively affect air quality and health. For everyone's safety, recreational fires and
grill cooking in South Fayette Township must follow the Open Burning Regulations
set by the Allegheny County Health Department. Here are some tips for ensuring your
recreational fire is safe and legal.

1
2

Limit the size of your fire to 3 feet
wide by 3 feet long by 2 feet high.

Be a good neighbor. Watch
where your smoke is going, and
keep fires at least 15 feet from
neighboring homes, property lines,
sidewalks and roads.

3

Use only permitted burning
materials, including clean, dry
wood; propane; or natural gas.
Charcoal may be used for cooking.

4

Don't burn on Air Quality
Action Days, when pollution is
high. The county also may limit
individual fires due to air pollutants,
duration or frequency of burning,
nearby topography or weather.

C

all the health department's
24-hour hotline at 412-687-2243
to report complaints related to
wood smoke or air pollution.
Find links to complete guidelines at
www.southfayettepa.com/burning.

Volunteer: Assistant Scoutmaster,
Oakdale BSA Troop 248; built
"Vortex of Death" in Haunted Cabin
Past Jobs: Twin Hi-Way Drive-In
ticket taker; DJ; home renovator;
fireworks pyrotechnician; director of
operations at Ticketmaster
Special Skill: Reading lips
First Car: Sky blue Nissan 300 ZX
Bucket List: Visit Neuschwanstein
Castle in Germany
Best Quality of South Fayette:
"There’s a lot of development going
on, so there’s always something new
and interesting."
Little known fact about John:
His father, George Kanaskie, was
police chief in Robinson for 20 years.
— Andrea Iglar
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South Fayette
Business

Business creates outdoor
living spaces in South Fayette
Pittsburgh Stone and Waterscapes
LLC, a second-generation family
business founded in 1982, has moved
into Abele Business Park in South
Fayette Township.
Owner Jeff Blunkosky (pictured) said
his father, Bob, founded the business
35 years ago on a farm in Cecil. The
business was based in Upper St. Clair
for a decade before relocating to
5,500 square feet in South Fayette in
February.
Mr. Blunkosky said housing growth,
the Southern Beltway turnpike
extension and other factors made
expanding in South Fayette "a really
good opportunity."
The licensed general landscape
construction company specializes
in luxury outdoor living spaces with
features such as pools, waterfalls,
covered patios, open-air kitchens,
fireplaces, pavers, boulders, audio,
lighting and landscaping.
A team of six staff members listens
to the functional, aesthetic and
budgetary needs of homeowners to
customize designs for a sanctuary or
social space, Mr. Blunkosky said.
“People are looking to make the most
of their free time,” he said. “The sky is
the limit. Anything you see at a resort
you can now have at your house.”
This year, the business will add an
interior division for indoor spaces.
Details: www.pghsw.com
or 412-319-7524.
— Andrea Iglar
4|
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Derrick Carson of South
Fayette Township operates
3Minute Fitness, a new
gym in South Fayette.
(Photo by Andrea Iglar)

New gym welcomes adults and kids
By Andrea Iglar
A new gym in South Fayette Township isn’t just for adults.
3Minute Fitness national director Derrick Carson—a South
Fayette father and running backs/outside linebackers coach for
the South Fayette High School football team—created family
membership plans that include children and teens ages 12 and up.
“We believe in them being able to come during regular class times to make it
convenient for their families,” Mr. Carson said. “Whether [they are] an athlete or just need
exercise, we want to provide a place for them to come.”
The gym opened this winter in The Crossings at South Fayette, 3037 Washington Pike.
So far, about a quarter of memberships are family plans, and 80 percent of gym clients are
residents of South Fayette, which has a large population of families with children.
On a May Monday morning, 11 people arrived at a functional interval training class
ready to break a sweat. (Since school was in session, all the attendees were adults.)
Group fitness instructor Janita Bruton demonstrated the day’s circuit activities, which
employ non-electric, human-powered equipment such as treadmills, water rowers, spin
bikes and free weights.
Following a group warm-up, participants spent three minutes at each of 10 stations,
with one-minute breaks in between. Including a group cool-down at the end, the entire
process took about an hour.
“Our clients love that, because everyone’s so busy,” Mr. Carson said.
Gym member Stacy Hurt of South Fayette, who is recovering from stage IV colorectal
cancer, appreciates that she can either dial back her movements or push harder, depending
on how she feels on a particular day.
“Exercise is a key part of my survivorship
Instructor
plan to prevent recurrence of my cancer,” she Janita Bruton
said. “I was looking for a fitness program that shares a laugh
with the
would work for me, and this is it.”
morning gym
3Minute Fitness was founded in 2015 by
crowd.
Moon Township resident Adam Cross. In
addition to South Fayette, gyms are located
in Moon and Pittsburgh.
Details: www.3minutefitness.com
or 412-296-3795.

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

Diamond Sponsor - Community Day - Thank you!

Fun, Funky Finds
Vintage resale and consignment shop Travelin' Trader has opened
at 540 Millers Run Road in the Morgan neighborhood of South
Fayette Township.
Barb Jackson of Cecil (pictured) has stocked the shop with an
eclectic mix of vintage, antique and new items from around the
globe. "It has to be fun and funky," she said.
Artwork, jewelry, furniture, glassware, home decor, fabrics
and more beckon from nearly every continent, including the
countries of Morocco, Ecuador, Japan, Germany and Italy.
Ms. Jackson considers items for consignment and has an eye
for interesting items when she travels.
"I always come back with a second suitcase," she said.
Details: 412-812-5802, Facebook or Instagram.
— Photo & Text by Andrea Iglar

The Watson Institute
230 Hickory Grade Road | South Fayette, PA 15017
(412) 749-2889, option 3 | Toll-Free (866) 893-4751
www.thewatsoninstitute.org

Topgolf set to open in July
Topgolf is expected to open in mid-July in South Fayette Township. The three-level,
65,000-square-foot entertainment center is under construction in Newbury Market
(inset).
More than two dozen poles, supporting 200-foot-high netting to catch golf balls,
are prominent additions to the South Fayette skyline next to Interstate 79 (below).
Plans include 102 climate-controlled hitting bays, plus restaurants, bars, private
event spaces, a rooftop terrace and other amenities.
Details: www.topgolf.com/us/pittsburgh.
— Andrea Iglar
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South Fayette

Creative Space

Around the Township Music and art room dedicated at Barber National Institute
By Andrea Iglar

Chamber of commerce hosts
local government panel
The South West Communities
Chamber of Commerce hosted a
panel of local municipal leaders
in May to discuss transportation,
budgeting and other issues important
to the business community.
Community Outlook 2018, held at
The Club at Nevillewood in Collier,
featured representatives of the
chamber's six member municipalities
including, from left, Janice Adamski of
Heidelberg Borough; Matt Serakowski
of Upper St. Clair Township; La Verne
Diggs of South Fayette Township; Lori
Collins of Bridgeville Borough; Lisha
Mihalko of Scott Township and Kyle
Thauvette of Collier Township.
The event was sponsored by
Brentwood Bank of South Fayette.
—Andrea Iglar

Ronald Giannini had a giant
personality and loved to sing the
oldies song “Sh-Boom (Life Could Be
a Dream),” a 1954 hit for the group
The Crew Cuts.
He died in January, and now a
music, art and recreation room is
dedicated in his honor.
Mr. Giannini, who had Down
syndrome, spent 18 years as a client
of the South Fayette Township
branch of Barber National Institute, which provides services to adults with developmental
disabilities.
A ribbon-cutting ceremony for the room was held in May, in conjunction with the
center’s annual art show. The event also included a musical performance and singalong.
Director Thad Jackman said the space will be used for music therapy, social gatherings
and recreational programs. Donations to equip the room with percussion instruments, a
sound system and other amenities came from friends and family of Mr. Giannini.
“When he passed, we wanted to find a way to memorialize him,” Mr. Jackman said,
noting the room will be a spot “where music and fun and smiles are all over the place.”
Kim Bogesdorfer thanked the staff and clients for
enriching her brother’s life. “All of you have become an
extension of our family,” she said.
The dedication was tied in with an exhibition and sale
of more than 90 artworks created by clients of the Barber
Adult Day Services program. Client Bill Potter chose the
colors for “Cake w/ Fork,” while Jess Eisenbeis painted the
fictional castle of C.S. Lewis’ fantasy series “The Chronicles
of Narnia” because, she said, “I like kings and queens.”
Attendees voted for their favorite pieces. Winners were
selected in the categories of Best Group Artwork, Most
Creative Artwork and Best Individual Artwork.
Barber National Institute, 20 Emerson Lane, Abele Business
Park: 412-220-6030 or www.barberinstitute.org.

Clockwise from top: Music therapist Maria Carlini leads clients, staff and guests in a singalong in the new Ronald Giannini Music & Recreation Room; client Alex Ullrich
reads lyrics as he sings; Bill Potter shows his painting "Cake w/Fork"; and Jess Eisenbeis holds her painting "Cair Paravel." (Photos: Andrea Iglar)
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Environmental Partnership
Students team up with community conservation group to enhance wetlands
By Andrea Iglar
South Fayette High School students
Students created trail sign
have teamed up with the nonprofit
prototypes, designed a bridge, cleaned
South Fayette Conservation Group
up an educational amphitheater,
to enhance wetlands and trails.
planted native vegetation, maintained
As part of a $6,000 grant from
stream banks, installed steps and
the Allegheny County Conservation
completed an aerial video of the
District, high schoolers gave handswetlands using a drone, among other
on help and suggestions to improve
tasks.
the South Fayette Conservation
Student David Petyk said a
Area and Wetland Trail, located
temporary bridge was installed over
between the Old Oakdale Road
a stream, but a permit is needed for a
school campus and Sygan Road.
permanent 15-foot bridge.
Conservation group member
Connor Egan said his team created
Cindy Cox said the nonprofit had
directional and informational signs in
developed the wetlands area as an
the high school fabrication lab. The
educational space, so “it’s great that
designs were inspired by architect
South Fayette High School students worked with the South Fayette
students have taken ownership.”
Frank Lloyd Wright to reflect harmony
Conservation Group to improve the South Fayette Conservation Area
“This is a very positive thing for
between people and the natural world,
and Wetland Trail. Back row, from left: Conservation Group members
our community,” she said.
he said.
Steve Frank, Cindy Cox and Bob Milacci, and students Michael Kugler,
High schooler Saranraj
Students suggested the name
Connor Egan, David Petyk, Sean Sutcavage and Saranraj Govindaraj.
Govindaraj said his cross-country
“Treveskyn Trail” in honor of a local
Front row, from left: Ilakkia Marthupandian, Hayley Kosar, Kenny
team benefits too: “I enjoy running
Native American chief.
Rossi and Jake Hanich. (Photo: Andrea Iglar)
through the wetlands, just seeing
Steve Frank, president of the
the scenery."
conservation group, told the students
The wetlands act as a sponge to form ponds and provide
they presented “a lot of great ideas” that could help draw attention
habitat for plants and wildlife such as birds, butterflies, deer, rabbit
and visitors to the wetlands and trails. “We do look forward to
and squirrels. The trail, totaling about a mile, is open to the public.
continuing to utilize your services,” he said.
Students of the Innovation Studio design class presented their
For more information about the South Fayette Conservation Group,
results and recommendations to the conservation group and other
visit www.southfayetteconservation.com.
community members during a presentation in May.

Earth Cleanup Day

More than 65 community members
cleaned up 300 bags of litter in South
Fayette Township in April. Thanks to our
volunteers and sponsors for helping keep
South Fayette beautiful!
Left: Public Works employees Ryan Tropeck and Matt
Saunoras pick up along Robinson Run Road. Right:
Sixth-grader Ava Labadie and other South Fayette
Middle School students look for litter along the
Panhandle Trail in Sturgeon.

Photos by Andrea Iglar

Gold Sponsors - Earth Cleanup Day - Thank you!
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Can You D g It?
How to earn an 'A' in land grading
and avoid landslides, flooding
By John Kanaskie

Fill may not be placed on a vegetated hillside.

So you want to make your yard a little more level. Wouldn’t it be
great to add fill or dig into a hillside to extend your yard? Break out
the shovels! It’s only dirt, right?
Back up that Bobcat! Before you alter any grading on your
property, there are several things you should know.
This spring, our region experienced an increase in landslides
and ponding water due to a large amount of rainfall.
It is imperative that homeowners don’t do anything to increase
the likelihood of a landslide or flooding, which could cause serious
damage to one’s own home or a neighbor’s property and even lead
to an occupancy permit being revoked.
South Fayette Township has laws that address land grading.
Here are highlights homeowners should know:

The slope of a hillside must be maintained at
one vertical unit for every three horizontal units.
Grading cannot alter stormwater channels, ditches or
swales and cannot divert the flow of water to adjacent properties.
A separate grading permit is required for each individual
property even if the grading spans multiple properties. The permit
application must be accompanied by plans and specifications that
are prepared, signed and sealed by a professional engineer.

Steps to stabilizing
your hillside

Measures must be taken to ensure that water runoff
during grading operations does not impact local waterways.

Plant trees, grass and shrubs.

Exposed soil must be seeded immediately after grading,
or if the exposed soil will be undisturbed for more than four days.

Build retaining walls.
Improve drainage.
Add mulch or rocks.

Use safe, legal grading practices on your
property to avoid a landslide like this.

Use mulch mats to hold vegetation in place.

Brush
Up

SouthFayettePA.com

To view the complete grading ordinance, see Chapter 163 of the
Township Code at www.southfayettepa.com/code. For the grading
permit application, go to www.southfayettepa.com/building. To
avoid damage to underground utilities, dial 8-1-1 before you dig.
John Kanaskie is Engineer Technician for South Fayette Township.

Diamond Sponsor - Earth Cleanup Day - Thank you!

Makenna Artman, 4, learns about shapes while
creating art at the South Fayette Township
Library in April. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)
8|

Fill must be properly compacted.

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

Kids enjoyed cups of frozen yogurt

cotton candy during "Cup with a
Cup with a Cop and
Cop" in May at YoFresh Yogurt Cafe

in South Fayette. Families met police officers, and children received free bike helmets.
Clockwise from top right: Riya Saravanan, 5, spoons a cup; Grace Lunn, 5, enjoys
cotton candy; Penelope Bartels, 2, scoops sweet stuff; Officer James Jeffrey and Chief
John Phoennik greet visitors with goodies; YoFresh owner Jack Smith Jr. (left) jokes
with his brother and store manager, Jerome Smith. (Photos by Andrea Iglar)

Platinum Sponsor - Touch-a-Truck - Thank you!
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Building
the Beltway

Left: These bridge piers and steel girders for the Southern
Beltway along Route 980 in Cecil are similar to the ones
that will be built over Route 50 in South Fayette. Right:
A truck hauls rock past a structure that formerly
was part of the 10-acre Sparber farm on CecilSturgeon Road, South Fayette.
as detours and truck
traffic.
Once
the entire
project
is complete in 2021, the
highway will link with
the existing 6-mile Findlay
Connector to provide a
19-mile connection between I-79 and
Pittsburgh International Airport.
Here is the dirt, so to speak, on
the South Fayette sections of the Southern
Beltway.

by
Andrea
Iglar

Imagine

25 million kitchen
ranges laid end to end
for 15,725 miles.
Picture 10 million pickup
trucks filled with dirt.
Try to fathom the distance
As part of its $87.1 million contract, Beaver Excavating Co.
from the U.S. to India and back again.
of Canton, Ohio, is clearing trees and leveling land around
Wrap your mind around any of
Cecil-Sturgeon Road, a rural area in the southwestern part of
those images, and you may get an idea of
the township, to prepare for construction of the only highway
the astounding volume of dirt being moved to
interchange that will be located within the South Fayette borders.
build the Southern Beltway: more than 25 million
The interchange will be accessed via a connector road from
cubic yards.
Route 50, just west of The Original Farmers Market in the Gladden
“It’s nearly impossible to put your mind around
neighborhood of South Fayette.
what that is,” said Josh Farley, an engineer with CDR Maguire,
Mr. Farley said business is anticipated around the South
the firm managing the highway construction project for the
Fayette interchange thanks to easy access to multiple major roads.
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission.
“This would be one of those bigger traffic areas in the future
The $800 million, 13-mile portion of the toll highway—
where there will likely be development desirability,” he said.
including about 4 ¼ miles within South Fayette Township—will
The South Fayette interchange will not charge a toll, so drivers
connect Route 22 to Interstate 79.
will be able to get onto the Southern Beltway and travel to I-79
After years of planning and preparation, the project is under
way in rural areas of South Fayette and is expected to become more at no cost. This option is expected to relieve some congestion at
the existing South Fayette/Bridgeville I-79 interchange near the
visible as bridges are built, land is leveled and roads take shape.
intersection of Route 50 and Washington Pike.
In some way or another, the project touches 400 acres of land
Drivers heading west toward Route 22 will be able to drive
within the community.
directly to the airport, paying a toll via E-ZPass or a
“So much of the whole country’s
cashless tolling system that takes a picture of the license
infrastructure has been built for such
The South Fayette interchange
plate and sends a bill by mail.
a long time, you’re not very often
will not charge a toll, so drivers
“People are saying how nice it will be to have direct
building a new highway section,” Mr.
will be able to get onto the
access
to the airport and not have to use the parkway,”
Farley said during a tour of the South
Southern Beltway and travel to
said
Renee
Vid Colborn, turnpike public information
Fayette work sites in May.
I-79 at no cost.
manager.
“It’s kind of unique, and it’s
Under a future contract, a connection between I-79
definitely fun, to do new construction
and the Southern Beltway will be built near Morganza Road in an
where you’re building fresh new roads.”
area that spans South Fayette in Allegheny County and Cecil in
The benefits of the project include economic development
Washington County.
opportunities and additional transportation options, such as direct
That interchange will allow traffic to move between the two
access to Pittsburgh International Airport and a toll-free alternate
highways, but it will not allow traffic to get on or off the highways
route to I-79.
Trade-offs include loss of green space and inconveniences such from local roads. Drivers will have to use existing I-79 ramps or

Installing Interchanges
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the new ramps being built for the
Southern Beltway.
In addition to the South
Fayette interchange near Route
50, other new Southern Beltway
junctions in the region will
be in Washington County
at Route 22, Beech Hollow
Road near Route 980
and east of McDonald
Borough.
Tolling points will
be near Route 22 as well as just west of
Cecil-Sturgeon Road in South Fayette, near
the county line.

Exacting Efficiency
From start to end, tens of thousands of
people will have worked directly on the
Southern Beltway, from designers to
engineers to laborers.
Under the terms of 1,000-page
agreements with the turnpike, private
contractors for the South Fayette sections—
including Beaver Excavating, Trumbull
Corp. of Pittsburgh and Joseph B. Fay Co. of
Tarentum—are responsible for completing
and subcontracting parts of the beltway.
Firms win contracts through a competitive
bidding process, so it pays to be efficient.
Mr. Farley said Beaver Excavating uses

a Global Positioning
System (GPS) and
computer modeling
program to calculate
the most efficient
truck routes for
picking up, moving
and dropping dirt
during the land
grading process.
The result is
a steady parade
Engineer Josh Farley points out the path of the highway
after it crosses Hickory Grade Road. Enormous earthmoving
of yellow dump
equipment, such as the 32-foot-long Caterpillar 777D rock
trucks moving up
truck on the left, is capable of carrying 100 tons of earth per
and down long dirt
load. Each tire stands about 8 feet tall.
switchbacks.
This orderly
concrete piers up to 100 feet high, with steel
system saves money, time and gasoline—
girders on top to support the decks.
after all, a contractor burns well over $1
The scale of equipment is important for
million in fuel on jobs like this, Mr. Farley
massive jobs like this, Mr. Farley said. “We
said.
have to verify the cranes are strong enough
to lift what they’re going to lift,” he said.

Building Bridges

Six bridges will be built in South Fayette:
• Two highway bridges to span
Route 50 and Millers Run Road to
carry traffic in both directions between
the areas of Cecil-Sturgeon Road and
Hickory Grade Road.
A tall hill on the south side of
Route 50 will be shortened by 80 feet to
accommodate the bridge, Mr. Farley said.
• One bridge to carry a connector
Southern Beltway construction is
road across Route 50 and access the
under way on a hill opposite the Parkes Farm
new South Fayette interchange.
neighborhood in South Fayette. Two bridges over
• One bridge to carry part of
Route 50, which lies in a valley between the hills, will carry
Hickory Grade Road over
the highway toward Hickory Grade and Parks roads.
the highway, which will
be dug into a valley.
• One bridge to
carry part of CecilSturgeon Road over
the highway.
• One bridge to
accommodate a
ramp within the I-79/
Southern Beltway
interchange.
The number
of bridges and the
path of the highway
were found to be the most
efficient and cost-effective
options, Mr. Farley said.
The highway bridges involve

Beltway by the Numbers
Southern Beltway, I-79 to Rt 22
$800 million Cost of beltway
25 million

Cubic yards of earth
moved

168

Football fields’ worth
of pavement placed

40

Miles of pipe used

13

Miles of highway

2

No. of tolling points

South Fayette Sections
2.5 million

Pounds of steel used
in ea. Route 50 bridge

400

Acres affected

25

Quantity of 		
stormwater ponds

7

Miles of ramps
& side roads

6

Number of bridges

4¼

Miles of highway

Approx. figures; courtesy of CDR Maguire
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The Coun

Fawcett Church Road

South Fayette home to unique boundary stones

I

Fawcett Church Road

n 1889, the county line was set in stone.
That’s when folks placed stone monuments in the ground to define the
boundary between South Fayette Township in Allegheny County and Cecil
Township in Washington County.
Four of the 129-year-old stones exist today along County Line Road,
Hickory Grade Road and Fawcett Church Road. Most appear to have sunken
a couple of feet into the ground, and they have suffered various degrees of
damage—from erosion to graffiti to injury inflicted from being struck by a garbage truck.
The stones are unique in Allegheny County, according to Dave Wright, a South Fayette
resident who works as a civil engineer for Allegheny County Public Works.
“There’s no other county line markers that I know of, and I’ve worked here for 42
years,” he said.
The sandstone markers are carved with “A” for Allegheny and “W” for Washington; the
markers would have been turned so the “A” faced the Allegheny side and vice versa.
Mr. Wright said the markers probably were placed to settle a property dispute, and the
sandstone possibly could have come from a quarry in Cecil.
An unsigned, undated Allegheny County map titled “Line between Washington and
Allegheny Counties” shows a rendering of the stone bearing the year 1889.
“I assume the map was made the same year,” Mr. Wright said.
Each stone measures 15 inches wide at the base by nearly 4 feet tall, the map says.
The map includes notations such as “stone in woods” and “stone on side of road.” Also
labeled are landowner names, houses, barns, railroads, coal operations, railroads and a mill.
The entire map is available online at www.southfayettepa.com/maps.
The Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission is expected to relocate the County Line Road
marker so it is not harmed by the path of Southern Beltway construction.
However, nobody maintains the deteriorating stones, and there is no plan to replace
any of them, Mr. Wright said, noting, “The question has never come up."
Nick Nickolas, South Fayette Township Public Works Superintendent, took South
Fayette Connect on a tour of the stone markers in April.

Fawcett Church Road

Top left: The top has fallen from a marker on Fawcett Church Road, but the year 1889
remains noticeable.
Bottom left: Another marker on Fawcett Church Road has been hit by a truck and
vandalized, but the marker's original height is more apparent.
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nty Line

County Line Road

Story & photos by Andrea Iglar with Nick Nickolas
County Line Road

Top right: A few feet of the marker on County Line Road appear to have sunken
into the ground. This marker is being moved because it is in the path of the
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission's Southern Beltway project. The new
location is to be determined.

Hickory Grade Road

Bottom right: A marker sits near a more modern but damaged county line sign on Hickory
Grade Road, southwest of its intersection with Parks Road.

William Flinn Highway Monument
A larger monument in South Fayette Township—
located along Washington Pike near the intersection
of County Line Road and Fawcett Church Road—
resembles the shape of the county line stones, but
its history differs.

Hickory Grade Road

The 84-year-old monument honors Pittsburgh
construction tycoon and political boss William
Flinn (1851–1924) and the highway that bears his
name. Today’s Washington Pike formerly was part of
William Flinn Highway.
Dave Wright, an engineer with Allegheny County,
said the highway marker is “the [road] contractor’s
monument to himself."
However, the monument appears to double as
a county line marker. The Cecil-facing side of
the monument says "Washington County," and,
although currently buried, the South Fayette side says "Allegheny County." Whether
or not the monument sits precisely on the county line is the subject of some
debate, but either way, its proximity to the Allegheny-Washington border has
earned the Flinn monument a reputation as a county line marker.
—Andrea Iglar
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Blast from the Past
by Andrea Iglar

Aetna Chemical in South Fayette exploded on the afternoon of May 18, 1918. (Photo courtesy of Dan Prevade/Oakdale History Room)

South Fayette chemical plant explosion remembered 100 years later
A series of blasts rocked South Fayette and neighboring
“You have to remember local history because it’s just as
communities 100 years ago, killing an estimated 200 people and
important as the big stuff; it really does define who we are,” said
causing waves of shock and grief that reverberate today.
Mr. Prevade, who grew up in Oakdale and teaches social studies
The tragic accident on May 18, 1918, was remembered
at West Allegheny High School.
this spring during a ceremony and historical presentation “It’s part
“I see with my students, they are so removed from it
of the
in Oakdale Borough, near the ruins of the 15-acre Aetna
because it’s 100 years ago, but it’s important to keep telling
Chemical Co. munition plant in South Fayette Township. fabric of
that story,” he said. “It’s part of the fabric of our town.”
In honor of the centennial, local historian Daniel
The plant’s location often is referred to as Oakdale
our town.”
Prevade of Mount Washington and history buff Ernie
—Dan Prevade because that borough was the closest population center,
Thomas of Mount Lebanon created and placed an
but as Mr. Prevade confirmed, “all of the plant was in
historical sign at the Oakdale station of the Panhandle Trail.
South Fayette.”

The War
In 1915, Aetna Chemical Co., a subsidiary of
New York City-based Aetna Explosives Co.,
acquired government contracts to produce
explosives for Europe in World War I,
according to Mr. Prevade’s article “Horror &
Heroism: The Aetna Chemical Explosion”
published in the fall 2012 issue of the
Heinz History Center’s magazine “Western
Pennsylvania History.”
Aetna Chemical built a plant with 450
employees in South Fayette, plus company
housing that today is known as the
“chemical blocks" along Seminary Avenue.
Smaller plants also had opened in the
Noblestown part of North Fayette and the
Walker’s Mill area of Collier.
The South Fayette plant specialized
in producing Tri-Nitro-Toluene, or TNT.
When the U.S. was drawn into the war
in 1917, demand for weapons increased,
so Aetna ramped up production to fulfill
a contract for 14.5 million pounds of
explosive, Mr. Prevade’s article says.

The Explosions
Just before noon on May 18, 1918, the first in
a series of explosions originated in a drying
room used to process and store Dynol, a
newly developed chemical that could lessen
the amount of nitroglycerin needed to
produce TNT.
Although federal authorities had
ordered otherwise, Aetna was mixing in
baking soda to neutralize the Dynol. This
caused a volatile reaction that set off a
chain of explosions and fires that leveled
14 |
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the plant and resulted in the death of about
200 employees and rescue workers.
Ruins of the plant stand on private
property in South Fayette near the
Panhandle Trail, a former railroad.
Mr. Prevade said despite legend,
evidence shows the tragedy did not result
from war sabotage: “It was an accident.”

Dan Prevade provided
information for this historical
panel at the Panhandle Trail in
Oakdale. (Photo: Andrea Iglar)

The Aftermath
Up to 50,000 people reportedly flocked
to Oakdale seeking loved ones, aiding
rescue efforts, reporting on the incident or
satisfying morbid curiosity.
The majority of the bodies could not
be unidentified either because they were
burned beyond recognition or because they
belonged to migrant workers whom no one
could name after the payroll records were
destroyed in the fires.
World War I ended Nov. 11, 1918—just
six months after the disaster.

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

The Remembrance
In July 1918, about 1,000 people gathered
for a public memorial service in Oakdale
Cemetery in South Fayette, where the
remains of more than 100 unidentified
victims were buried in a mass grave.
Aetna funded a marker that still stands
in the Union Avenue cemetery today. Part
of the inscription reads: “Like soldiers, they
died in their country’s service.”
A coroner’s report from the era
identifies 93 people who died, including
39 whose names are listed on the marker
but whose bodies could not be identified,
Mr. Prevade said. Approximately 107 other
bodies were not identified.
“These were people contributing to
their country, and they were civilians who
were doing it,” Mr. Prevade said.
One known fatality was 16-year-old
Kirven Lawhon of Florida, who had run
toward the plant to help after the first
explosion but got caught in the second
blast. When Kirven’s mother was notified of
his death, she wrote on the telegram: “Left
home April 21 — 1917. Been away one year
and one month.”
Mr. Prevade said
personal details like
this highlights the
human face of history.
“Grief in general,
that doesn’t change,”
he said. “How a
mother loves her son
Memorial at Oakdale
is the same now as it
Cemetery in South Fayette,
was then.”
2018 (Photo: Andrea Iglar)

SUMMER@Library

The South Fayette Township Library, 515 Millers Run Road, hosts a variety of programs for children, young adults and adults. Register
at www.southfayettelibrary.org under “Events” or call the library at 412-257-8660. Programs are free and held in the library/township
building unless otherwise noted. Here are upcoming highlights:

Youth

Adult

Summer of Reading and Learning, through Sat. Aug. 11
Participate with reading logs, bingo cards and summer
goal cards for families. Teens may participate in a new
book critics group. Earn tickets for gift drawings!

French Cooking Demonstration
Sat. July 14, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Marsha Pomeroy-Huff makes and shares family-style
French dishes. Cost is $10; pay & register at library.

Robotics Competition Prep (Grades 4 – 12)
Sat. July 21 & July 28, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Students entering the grades listed may
prepare to compete on the South Fayette
school's Team Yantrick.

Restoring Energy for a Life of Balance and Joy
Weds. July 18, 7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.
Bobbi DiClaudio has spent 20 years in the
health and wellness arena and will share her
tips for restoring energy in a busy life.

Stuffed Animal Sleepover Storytime
Tues. July 24, 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
The whole family is invited! Children bring a stuffed
animal and make a craft, then tuck in their special
stuffie for a sleepover in the library. Pick up your buddies the
next day and see photos of their after-hours adventures!

Caring for People with Alzheimer's and
Dementia, Thurs. July 19, 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Maureen Sirianni, who has worked at Country
Meadows for more than 22 years, shares her
experience and gives support related to seniors living with
Alzheimer’s disease and related dementia.

World Record Challenges (Grades 4 & up)
Thurs. Aug. 2, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Kids compete for the fastest time,
the tallest height or the most
completed task at world record
challenge stations.

Meet the Author, Tues. July 24, 7:00 p.m.
Niki Kapsambelis talks about her nonfiction book, "The
Inheritance: A Family on the Front Lines of the Battle Against
Alzheimer's Disease."

Pinterest Crafts
(Ages 12 & up)
Thurs. Aug. 9
3:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Test out Pinterest crafts to
see if they're Fabulous or FAIL
(First Attempt In Learning).

Restorative Yoga/Stretch Class at Bend the Bridge Yoga
Weds. Aug. 1, 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.
South Fayette resident Erin Grace
teaches this donation-based stretch
and restorative blended yoga class
at her studio, 3249 Washington
Pike. Cost is a donation in any
amount to the library. Register at
www.bendthebridge.yoga.

Science of Space (Grades 2 – 5)
Tues. Aug. 14 – Fri. Aug. 17
Astronomy is the topic of the free, grant-funded GSK Science in
the Summer™ camp offered by the Carnegie Science Center.
In-person registration at the library opens at 10 a.m. Sat. July 7.

Learn to Knit, Wednesdays
Aug. 8, 15 & 22, 7:00 p.m.
Michele Cygnarowicz teaches
knitting and purling, using patterns and
casting on. Cost is $5 per class, or $10 for all 3 classes.

BubbleS!

Preschoolers learned about the
science of bubbles at the South
Fayette Township Library in May.
Clockwise from top: Ally Wright, 4,
blows a bubble with a straw (photo
courtesy of library); Kishan Patel,
3, laughs as a bubble bursts over
his head; Kiki Wright, 4, reaches for a
large bubble that encases Luca Fairley, 3;
Leah Graham, 3, sports goggles; Ricardo Coutino, 4, giggles
as librarian Ms. Nicole lifts a bubble over his head using a hula
hoop as a bubble wand. (Photos: by Andrea Iglar)
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W

hen South Fayette Township’s newest park
officially opened in April, kids celebrated by kicking
soccer balls, and adults enjoyed hilltop vistas.
The $2 million, 21-acre Preservation Park, along Seminary
Avenue near Oakdale Borough, includes three multisport fields and
a half-mile walking path that overlooks a farm preserve.
“These fields are going to be able provide a great opportunity
to all residents of the township,” Carl Helbling, president of the
South Fayette Township Parks & Recreation Board, said during a
grand opening ceremony in April.
“Hopefully the hard work is done, and the fun and games get
to begin.”
The fields will be used by sports groups who belong to the
community’s South Fayette Athletic Association, including
the South Fayette Soccer Association, South Fayette Football
Association, South Fayette Lacrosse Association and South Fayette
Cheerleading Association, as well as other community members.
South Fayette had lost access to other fields in recent years due
to commercial development, and the new fields fill that gap.
“We are looking forward to this park being truly the new home
of South Fayette Soccer Association, and we are excited to use it,”
said Tom Sinton, president of the soccer program, which includes
about 580 children.
Following a groundbreaking in Sept. 2016, the bulk of park
construction occurred during South Fayette Township’s 175th
anniversary year in 2017. Finishing touches are in progress.

The park is open to the public from dawn to dusk. Township
permission is required for field use and organized activities.
The township park system now includes seven multipurpose
athletic fields, including three in Preservation Park, three in
Fairview Park and one in Boys Home Park.
“Preservation Park is a great addition,” said township Parks
& Recreation Director Paula Simmons. “The athletic associations
will be able to grow and accommodate more kids, and other
community members will enjoy the natural beauty of this setting.”
The name of Preservation Park refers to its position
overlooking a farmland preserve.
In 1987, South Fayette Township purchased hundreds of acres
of the former Boys Home property. In 2007, the township Board
of Commissioners placed approximately 167 acres of the land into
the Allegheny County Agricultural Land Preservation Program
to create a permanent agricultural conservation easement, which
the township leases to local farmers. The farm preserve is located
between Preservation Park and Boys Home Park.
Future plans at Preservation Park include building a
playground with funds raised through a Buy-a-Brick program.
Details: www.southfayettepa.com/bricks.
Mr. Helbling said future generations will benefit from the new
park: “I’m looking forward to the new memories that we are going
to make here.”
Visit Preservation Park, 175 Triple Tree Lane, South Fayette PA 15071;
www.southfayettepa.com/parks.

Kick It Up!
New park opens
in South Fayette

Marina
Martini, 6,
practices her
soccer ball
kick. (Photo:
Andrea Iglar)
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by
Andrea
Iglar

The South Fayette Soccer Association participated in the
grand opening of Preservation Park in April, followed
by Saturday soccer games. Top left: Girls play at the
net. Top middle: Participating in the ribbon cutting
are, from left, South Fayette Soccer Association Under-8
Girls Coordinator Mark Martini; player Emily Sinton,
11; president Tom Sinton; and former president Carl
Helbling. Top right: From left, Karthik Ganti,7, Tyce
Rectenwald, 7, and Parker Ketter, 8, vie for the soccer ball.
(Photos: Andrea Iglar)

Scout builds bat boxes for park in South Fayette
By Andrea Iglar

disease, unwarranted human fear and the
loss of natural roosts, but bats are essential
pollinators and plant seed-dispersers, and
eople need not fear bats, but
bat houses provide habitats to support
mosquitoes should be very scared.
the bat population, according to “The Bat
That’s because Preston Allcorn, 18,
House Builder’s Handbook,” a publication
has built boxes in Boys Home Park to
of Bat Conservation International.
attract bats, which dine on thousands
Using the handbook, Preston chose
of irksome insects every night.
a design suited to the climate in Western
“The benefit that the bat houses will
have is they will attract bats to consume the Pennsylvania. Just like humans, bats prefer
dry, non-drafty homes that are warm but
bugs in the local area and hopefully make
not overheated.
the bug population more manageable, so
Applying woodworking skills that he
maybe make the park more enjoyable as
had learned in school, Preston constructed
well,” said Preston, a graduating senior of
the bat boxes from plywood and pine
South Fayette High School.
planks, using a metal sheet for the roof.
As part of his Eagle Scout project
He attached plastic mesh to give bats a
for Scout BSA Troop 2, Preston built and
landing strip and an
installed bat houses
internal foothold.
in the township
“There’s actually a vast community
He painted the box
park, which is
black to encourage
of people who do this themselves
adjacent to a farm
heat absorption
preserve.
because it’s a natural way to reduce
during the winter
Each of the
the bug population around your
months, while
two bat boxes—as
household."
omitting vent holes
well as a third to
that generally are
be installed later—
—Preston Allcorn, Bat House Builder
used in hotter
can accommodate
regions.
20 to 40 bats,
Each house
which enjoy nightly meals of pests such as
contains four roosting chambers in which
mosquitoes, cucumber beetles, June bugs,
leafhoppers, cutworms, corn earworms and the small, nocturnal mammals can get cozy
during the day. Any local bat species can
stink bugs. Some of these insects can cause
live in them.
damage to garden and farm crops.
“Birds won’t share a single
“Bats can eat an enormous amount of
environment; however, bats are
bugs in one night,” Preston said.
not particular like birds,”
Many bat species are in decline due to
Preston said. “They
live side by side,
basically on top of
each other, and they’re
perfectly fine with
that.”
Preston placed the
boxes on poles 13 feet above ground near
fresh water and angled each box differently
to provide options for sun and shade.
The boxes are positioned for minimal
interaction with humans or predators.
“I think they’re in pretty good spots,”
Preston said.
Alternatively, bat houses may be
mounted under the eaves of wood or stone
buildings. Tree-mounted boxes tend to be
less attractive because they receive less sun
and are more vulnerable to predators, the
handbook says.
There is no guarantee when bats might
move in—it could be immediately, or it
could be a year, he said. The Scout will
monitor the boxes, making adjustments
as necessary, and then add a third box

P

Bat Houses
at
Boys Home

Bottom left: Preston Allcorn stands with a bat
house he built and installed at South Fayette
Township's Boys Home Park. Above: The Scout's
bat houses are perched on poles 13 feet above
ground. (Photos: Andrea Iglar)
later this summer to replace an existing,
damaged bat house.
The first box took about six hours to
build (trial and error included), and the
second box took about three
hours. He expects each house
will endure at least 5 to 10
years.
While time
consuming, building a
bat house is fairly simple,
Preston said.
“There’s actually a vast community of
people who do this themselves because it’s
a natural way to reduce the bug population
around your household,” he said. “And it’s
also practically maintenance free.”
Preston, who plans to study computer
science in college, is the son of Brynne
and Bill Allcorn of Oakridge Road in
South Fayette Township. He has two older
brothers, Gavin and Brayden, and a younger
sister, Haley.
Preston not only built bat boxes but
also gathered 18 volunteers at Preservation
Park in the spring to assemble 30 trash
receptacles for the township parks
system—saving eight hours of staff time.
Bat Conservation International provides
information on bat houses: www.batcon.org.
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Fireworks
July 4th
Fairview
Park
Diamond Sponsor - Movies in the Park - Thank you!
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Fireworks light up the South Fayette sky on July 4, 2017.
Photos by Richard DeYoung

Fayette kindergartners learned about public safety in May when they visited the South Fayette
Big Trucks, South
Township Municipal Building and toured a police car, fire truck and ambulance. Steve Lower of the South
Fayette Volunteer Fire Department (left) meets a kindergartner; Lili Fosdick, 6, tries on a fire helmet (middle);
South Fayette Township police officer Markus Buchanan (right) gathers with kindergartners after they
Little Kids and
tour the police station and car. (Photos by Andrea Iglar)

Gold Sponsor - Fireworks - Thank you!

Gold Sponsor - Earth Cleanup Day - Thank you!

412-221-1600
www.colussy.com
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Presenting Sponsor - South Fayette Community Day - Thank you!

Proud to
sponsor
Community
Day!

South Fayette Office
& Loan Center
Newbury Gateway Shops
160 Millers Run Road
Bridgeville, PA 15017
412-257-2780 • dollar.bank
Lobby Hours:
Mon. - Thurs.
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Friday
9:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Saturday
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Drive-Thru Hours:
Mon. - Sat.
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM

• Walk-Up and Drive-Up
Personal Teller Machines & ATMs
• Safe Deposit Boxes
• Latest technology to best meet
your banking needs

Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC. Copyright © 2018, Dollar Bank, Federal Savings Bank.
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South Fayette Township

Trash & Recycling
Curbside Collection is Thursday

South Fayette Township

South Fayette Township contracts with Waste Management for curbside
collection of garbage and mixed, single-bin recycling at homes with four
or fewer units. Please do NOT bag your recycling. Pickup day is Thursday
unless otherwise noted. Garbage is collected weekly. Recycling is collected
every 2 weeks. Place bins at the curb the night before.

July

August
6

Trash Collection
Recycling
FRIDAY
1-day delay due to
Independence Day

12
Trash Collection

19
Trash Collection
Recycling

Sept.

2

Trash Collection
Recycling

Trash Collection

Trash Collection
Recycling

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship
twitter.com/SouthFayetteTwp

Peggy Patterson, Executive Assistant x 210

Trash Collection
FRIDAY
1-day delay due to
Labor Day

13
Trash Collection
Recycling

16

www.SouthFayettePA.com

Dr. La Verne P. Diggs, Interim Township Manager

7

9

515 Millers Run Road, South Fayette PA 15064
412-221-8700

20
Trash Collection

Parks & Recreation

Finance

Paula Simmons, Director x 217

Nancy Degenhardt, Director x 225

Engineering,
Zoning & Building

Communications &
Community Development

Shannen Rusilko, Assistant x 219
Gary Hartz, Building Code Official
Joe Niedermeyer, Inspector
John Kanaskie, Engineer Technician

Andrea Iglar, Director x 231

Human Resources
La Verne P. Diggs, Director x 222

Police Department

Public Works
Butch Truitt, Director x 223
Nick Nickolas, Superintendent
Dan Dernosek, Foreman

John Phoennik, Chief of Police
Evonne Williams, Police Secretary
Police Business Office: 412-221-2170
Emergency/Dispatch: 9-1-1

Community Resources
South Fayette Township Library

Benjamin Hornfeck, 412-257-8660, southfayettelibrary.org

South Fayette Area Senior Citizens Association
Margie Smith, 412-221-3730, southfayettepa.com/seniors
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Trash Collection

23
Trash Collection
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Trash Collection
Recycling

South Fayette School District

Dr. Kenneth Lockette, 412-221-4542, southfayette.org

Historical Society of South Fayette Township

Emily Williamson-Brady, 412-257-3523, southfayettepa.com/history

Tax Collectors

Real Estate/Property Tax: 412-221-9250, southfayettepa.com/tax
Earned Income Tax: 412-835-5243, jordantax.com
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Township Calendar:
southfayettepa.com/
calendar
Recycling Resources:
southfayettepa.com/
recycle
Waste Management:
wm.com
1-800-866-4460

Trash Collection
Recycling

Trash,
Recycling
& Reuse
Information

Municipal Authority (Dye Tests & Sanitary Sewers)
Jerry Brown, 412-257-5100, matsf.net

South West Communities Chamber of Commerce
Mandi Pryor, 412-221-4100, southwestcommunitieschamber.org

Volunteer Fire Departments in South Fayette

Cuddy, Fairview, Oak Ridge, Sturgeon: southfayettepa.com/fire

Police, Fire, Ambulance: 9-1-1

