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Manager's Message

JOHN M. BARRETT

A

s we enter the fourth
quarter of 2020, I reflect
upon the year so far with
mixed emotions.
On one hand, 2020
has brought South Fayette
Township a series of challenges like never
before. The coronavirus pandemic forced
us to cancel South Fayette Community
Day, our July Fourth fireworks celebration,
Summer Playground Camp and just about
every other community gathering that we
take such pride in offering.
However, despite all the obstacles of
2020, I am optimistic and excited about
the future.
In this issue of South Fayette
Connect—the magazine’s 20th issue since
it first published in 2016—I would like to
highlight the very good work the township has been able to accomplish this year.
Going into 2020, our primary goal was to expand and enhance the annual road
paving program.
The 2020 budget earmarked more than $2 million for roadway improvements.
Despite construction activities being temporarily shut down due to the coronavirus, and
safety precautions impacting our traditional office work environment, our ambitious
plan to improve the road network has been successful.
The vision and leadership of the township Board of Commissioners have been key,
as the elected officials urged us to forge ahead when many communities were reluctant
to take on large projects due to the uncertainty of the pandemic.
And forge ahead, we did. Not only have we undertaken the largest road paving
program in township history, but we also have pursued long-term capital projects that
will serve the community for years to come.
Most notably, the township plans to construct a new municipal building and police
station on recently purchased land along Hickory Grade Road.
The new facility will provide the police with desperately needed accommodations to
provide professional services and will equip township staff with space to operate more
efficiently and cooperatively. We anticipate a groundbreaking in early 2021.
Additionally, the commissioners have formed a strategic plan for the existing
municipal complex on Millers Run Road that will address the facility needs of the South
Fayette Township Library, provide community spaces and potentially offer indoor
recreational amenities.
These projects have long been talked about, but for a variety of reasons could not
be completed. With strong teamwork and leadership from the commissioners, these
projects now are being pursued in a responsible manner. Soon the community will have
the opportunity to participate in the planning process to help make this vision a reality.
I look forward to our momentum carrying over into 2021. For example, as part of
our five-year Capital Improvements Plan, we will leverage more than $1 million in grant
awards to make significant improvements to Fairview Park and Morgan Park.
The future is bright in South Fayette!
Sincerely,

John M. Barrett
South Fayette Township Manager
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South Fayette

SHORTS

Polling places open Election Day

COVID Alert PA app available

All polling places will be
open in South Fayette on
Election Day. In-person
voting is 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Tues. Nov. 3. Voters also
may apply for a mail-in
ballot by Oct. 27. Details:
southfayettepa.com/voting.

Pennsylvania's free mobile
app, COVID Alert PA, is
available to download from
the App Store and Google
Play. The app uses Bluetooth
technology to notify you if
you've been in contact with someone who
has tested positive for COVID-19. Details:
pa.gov/covid/covid-alert-pa.

Library board member sought

90th birthday draws 90 cards
Jean Veneski of South Fayette
received more than 90 greeting cards
to celebrate her 90th birthday this
summer. Neighbors, friends and family
sent her cards, flowers, balloons and
other gifts in honor of becoming a
nonagenarian on June 29.

Leaf collections set

Sign up for emergency alerts
Get customized emails or text messages
from South Fayette
Township. Choose from
categories such as
emergency alerts, news,
meeting agendas and more:
southfayettepa.com/notifyme.

Trick-or-Treat set for Sat. Oct. 31
Halloween trick-or-treat will be held
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Sat. Oct. 31 in South
Fayette. Please
follow COVID-19
safety guidelines for
social distancing,
face coverings,
gathering size and
hand hygiene. If
you're not feeling well, please stay home
and do not participate. More safety tips:
halloween2020.org.
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Township gets splash pad grant
South Fayette Township has been
awarded a $317,452 splash pad grant
from the Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation and Natural
Resources. The funding will
help build a recreational
water feature on the former
Mayview State Hospital
property in Fairview Park.

Medication disposal offered
Residents can
dispose of expired or
unwanted medications
at the South Fayette police station, 515
Millers Run Road, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
weekdays. The free, anonymous service
accepts prescription and over-thecounter drugs in original containers or a
sealed plastic bag. No needles, liquids,
aerosols or inhalers please.

Property tax late fees waived

Bridge replacement at Mayview
and Boyce to start in spring
A project to replace the
Mayview Road bridge
at its intersection with
Boyce Road will occur
from about March
to November next
year, according to the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation. In addition,
flood prevention work will be done, and
turn lanes will be added on both roads.
Detours will occur. Sign up for road news:
southfayettepa.com/notifyme.

Google Maps

Curbside leaf collection
will be held Saturdays
Nov. 14 and Dec. 5 in
South Fayette. The night before
pickup, place leaves and other yard
waste at the curb in biodegradable paper
bags no heavier than 25 pounds each.
Yard waste may include leaves, hedge/
tree/garden trimmings, brush, lawn
edging and grass clippings.

The South Fayette Township
Library is accepting applications
from residents interested
in volunteering to serve on the
Library Board of Directors. Details:
southfayettelibrary.org/library-board.

To help taxpayers during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
South Fayette Township
real estate taxes (4.13
mills) may be paid at face value through
Dec. 31, with no fees or penalties charged.
Questions? Call tax collector Kevin Biber:
412-221-9250.

Police get $150,000 from CARES
South Fayette Township is being
reimbursed $150,000 for police salary
expenses through the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act.
Passed in March, the
stimulus bill aimed to
bolster the economy during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Washington Pike bridge widening to start next year
Major work to widen the Washington
Pike bridge, between Route 50 in
South Fayette and Chartiers Street in
Bridgeville, is set to start early next year,
with completion in June 2022.
The Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation
project will
expand the
bridge from
4 to 7 lanes
(pictured). Other
improvements in
@SouthFayetteTwp

South Fayette Township

the area will include adding turn lanes
on Chartiers Street and the Interstate 79
northbound on-ramp.
Full bridge closures will occur over
three weekends in early 2022. Details:
southfayettepa.com/roads.

@SouthFayettePA
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Country Meadows offers home caregiver support

Meet

LYNETTE KING

Free webinars help families of loved ones with memory loss
By Andrea Iglar
Home caregivers can feel isolated and overwhelmed taking care
of loved ones who have Alzheimer’s disease or other forms of
dementia, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Maureen Sirianni is here to help.
The memory care outreach specialist for Country
Meadows Retirement Community in South Fayette is offering
a free online seminar to provide guidance and support to
personal caregivers of patients with memory loss.
“It’s an opportunity to be able to support a lot of family
members who find themselves, especially now due to COVID,
taking care of their loves ones at home,” she said.
Maureen Sirianni
The pandemic has intensified stress for patients and their
families, leading to caregiver burnout or illness, Ms. Sirianni said.
“If something happens to the caregiver, who is going to be left to care for the person
with dementia? I want to provide a resource for them so they don’t feel alone,” she said.
The three-part series for caregivers, “Recognizing Signs of Decline and When to Seek
Safe, Supportive Care,” will be held on the Zoom videoconferencing platform on Mondays
in November. The public is welcome to participate at no cost.
Topics include adapting to the patient’s physical or cognitive decline, deciding to place
the loved one in a memory care program and learning about the benefits of an organized
senior living program, including those offered at Country Meadows.
Ms. Sirianni said it’s difficult for a caregiver to do it all, and even when seeking outside
help, families are “still needed to help their loved one feel safe, supported and engaged.”
Prior to the pandemic, Ms. Sirianni held in-person outreach programs. Nowadays, the
25-year employee of Country Meadows organizes all of her programs virtually—including a
Zoom caregiver support group on the fourth Wednesday of each month and the webinar.
“This webinar will provide caregivers with some new motivation, some new resources,
and a lot of food for thought that can help them continue to care for their loved one, and
to be brave,” Ms. Sirianni said.
The three-part caregiver series will be held on Nov. 16, Nov. 23 and Nov. 30. On each
date, participants can choose to attend at either noon or 7 p.m.
To participate in the Zoom series or the monthly support group, please contact
Maureen Sirianni at msirianni@countrymeadows.com or 412-801-0293.
Country Meadows: 3570 Washington Pike, South Fayette, 412-257-4581, Facebook, Instagram,
countrymeadows.com.

How Do I ... Keep Teen Drivers Safe?
Learning how to drive is an exciting part of adulthood, but inexperience can make
driving dangerous. To mark National Teen Driver Safety Week in October, here are
some rules to help teen drivers stay safe.

1
2
3

Don’t drive impaired. Alcohol and
drugs—whether illegal, prescription
or over the counter—reduce the
ability to drive safely.

Buckle up. During every ride, the
driver and all passengers in the
front and back seats should wear
their seat belt.
Keep your eyes on the road and
hands upon the wheel. Do not
text, check social media, eat,
listen to loud music or engage in other
distracting activities.

4
5
V

Follow the posted speed limit.
More than a quarter of teen
drivers involved in fatal crashes
were speeding.
Limit passengers. Driving alone,
without the distraction of other
people in the car, reduces the
chance of risky driving.
isit the National
Highway
Traffic Safety
Administration for
details: nhtsa.gov.

L

ynette King has spent the past
year as Planning and Zoning
Assistant for South Fayette
Township, learning the details of how
construction projects are planned,
approved and built. “The COVID-19
pandemic put a twist on the way we
do business, but I don’t think we’ve
missed a beat,” she said.
Hometown: Cecil Township
Education: Graduated from
Winchester Thurston School; earned
bachelor’s degree in business
economics from Chatham College
Pet: Mia, a Great Pyrenees dog
First Job: Prepared mailings for
Winchester Thurston alumni group
First Car: 1976 Pacer
Hobbies: Gardening, walking,
biking, enjoying outdoor activities
Favorite Season: Spring
Sports: Played soccer in high school
and college (center and right winger)
Bucket List: Take trip to Alaska—the
only state she hasn’t visited
Special Skills: Manages her own
investments, using background in
finance and information technology
Favorite Foods: Ribs and Thai food
Best Quality of South Fayette:
"There’s a small community feel,
but at the same time it is a growing,
bustling, developing township."
Fun Fact: While living in Los
Angeles, Lynette was among the top
ten finishers in the 50-mile Rosarito
Ensenada bicycle race in Mexico.
— Andrea Iglar
South Fayette Connect | Fall 2020 | 3
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Eight-year-old Michael
Orlando, left, and sister
Avery Orlando, 6, of South
Fayette enjoy their Campin-a-Box contents in July.
(Submitted photo)

AROUND THE TOWNSHIP

Camp
Surprise!
A total of 138 children were
surprised to receive an activity
box in the mail this summer from
South Fayette Township Parks and
Recreation.
The kids had been registered for
Summer Playground Camp, but the
in-person program was canceled
due to the coronavirus pandemic.
The Camp-in-a-Box kits, including
crafts, snacks and games, were free
thanks to Washington Financial
Bank and Goldberg, Kamin &
Garvin.

Student creates virus safety
products with 3D printer
South Fayette student Vishwas Vura,
16, has been boosting coronavirus
safety using a 3D printer.

Additional camp boxes were sold,
raising $495 for the nonprofit South
Fayette Community Fund.

The high school junior has produced
eyeglasses defoggers, door handle
pullers and mask adjuster straps
(pictured) using a 3D printer that
his family bought during the spring
quarantine so Vishwas could pursue
an educational hobby at home.
The machine creates physical objects
based on three-dimensional digital
models by laying down many thin
layers of plastic, one atop another.
Vishwas based the design of his mask
straps and defoggers on computer
models shared on the website
Thingiverse.com.
The straps allow mask wearers to
tighten or loosen masks and keep
elastic from pulling at the ears.

Order a fall activity box (ages 6–12):
southfayettepa.com/recreation.
More at-home and virtual activities:
southfayettepa.com/recathome.

IMAGES OF SOUTH FAYETTE

NOW

▼ Bob Meyer, a resident of South Fayette
for 44 years, and his dog Oliver, a Yorkshire
Terrier, enjoy Fairview Park in September.
(Photo by Andrea Iglar)

&

THEN

▲ In this undated photo, Alfredo Donelli
holds a turkey on his 880-acre poultry farm
on Battle Ridge Road in South Fayette. The
farm raised 300,000 chickens a year, plus had
turkeys, horses, sheep and ducks. Mr. Donelli
was born in 1876 and died in 1966.

The defoggers attach to the wearer’s
mask at the bridge of the nose to keep
breath from fogging up eyeglasses.
He designed the door pullers himself—
even imprinting them with “SF” for
“South Fayette.” The items can be
attached to a key chain and used to
open doors without touching them.
Vishwas donated some of the safety
products to an eye doctor’s office and
to South Fayette Township staff and
police.
“It makes me happy that I’m able to do
my part,” Vishwas said.
—Andrea Iglar
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Presenting Sponsor - Summer Camp Boxes - Thank you!

Card
Control
Protect your
card...even if it
is not with you.

Did you leave a store
without your card?

Lock it until
you get it back.

Providing a card to your
college-bound child?

Receive alerts and
monitor their spending.

Experience the ultimate spending control and peace of mind, available
right in your Washington Financial Bank App.

washfin.bank
South Fayette Connect | Fall 2020 | 5

Physical therapy practice celebrates first year

South Fayette

BUSINESS

Ridgeview offers orthopedic, rehab services in South Fayette
By Andrea Iglar

Meal delivery service moves
to South Fayette
Gretchen McNary, owner of Girl Friday
Cooking Co., has moved her meal
preparation and delivery service to
the Morgan neighborhood of South
Fayette Township.
Girl Friday offers a rotating weekly
menu of individual and family-style
meals that can be ordered in advance
and then either delivered or picked up.
Previously located in Finleyville for
five years, Girl Friday focuses on fresh,
nutritious food made from scratch.
Ms. McNary (pictured) started cooking
while staying at home with her young
son. "It made me super happy to feed
people good stuff," she said.
Girl Friday, 511 Millers Run Road, South
Fayette: 724-413-3461, Facebook,
Instagram, girlfridaycookingco.com.
—Andrea Iglar

Talk about Tacos!
Bubba Snider opened the Mexican
taco restaurant Lucha Street Tacos
this spring at 3181 Washington Pike,
South Fayette. Order via phone, online
or from the parking lot: 412-564-5948,
Facebook, Instagram.
—Andrea Iglar

Ridgeview Physical Therapy marked
one year in South Fayette Township this
summer.
Physical therapist Heather Torris
opened her practice in Abele Business Park,
just off Interstate 79, on Aug. 4, 2019.
Although she was unable to host
an anniversary party in 2020 due to the
coronavirus, she continues treating patients
and accepting new clients.
Dr. Torris, who lives in Collier, takes a
patient-centered, personalized approach.
She emphasizes manual, hands-on
techniques, alongside exercises, to help
clients recover from pain, injury or surgery.
“I care about everybody,” she said.
“Nobody’s a number.”
Her office includes administrative
assistant Emma Brannen and physical
therapy assistant Nicole Hilton, a South
Fayette native.
Physical therapist Heather Torris, left, and Nicole
With 14 years of experience, Ms. Torris
Hilton, physical therapy assistant, marked one year
holds a doctorate in physical therapy from
in August since Ridgeview Physical Therapy opened
the University of Pittsburgh.
in South Fayette. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)
She is a
certified orthopedic
Diamond Sponsor - Fairview Fall Virtual 5K - Thank you!
specialist and
athletic trainer.
The practice
offers physical
therapy and
orthopedic
rehabilitation, with
no doctor's referral
needed.
Services
include pre- and
post-surgical
rehabilitation, pain
relief, balance and
gait training, jaw
disorder treatment
and sports
rehabilitation.
"We do
everything,” Dr.
Torris said.
Ridgeview Physical
Therapy, 200 Old
Pond Road, Suite
106, South Fayette:
412-400-3434,
Facebook,
Instagram,
ridgeviewphysical
therapy.com.
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Finding sereniTEA in South Fayette
The Steeping Leaf tea bistro opens in Morgan neighborhood
Story & Photos by Andrea Iglar
Seeking a few moments of simpliciTEA and sereniTEA in South
Fayette?
Look no further than The Steeping Leaf, a new, Europeaninspired tea shop next to Morgan Park.
Judith Atzler and her husband, Guido Halder, opened the tea
bistro in August after a yearlong renovation of the 1914 building.
The project, which took longer than expected due to the
coronavirus pandemic, was a major adventure, Ms. Atzler said.
“Looking at it now, I think it was worth everything,” she said.
Customers immediately welcomed the shop when it opened—a
relief for the couple, who are first-time restaurant owners with
academic, and Alpine, backgrounds.
Both grew up in the Alps mountain range in Germany, Austria
and Switzerland, later meeting in a German doctorate program in
Austin, Texas. Ms. Atzler is a professor at Washington & Jefferson
College, where Mr. Halder also formerly taught.
“Growing up in Europe, there’s a tea for everything,” Ms. Atzler
said, prompting Mr. Halder to display the slogan on the back of his
T-shirt: “If tea can’t fix it, it is a serious problem.”
The couple lives in South Fayette with their daughter, Emma, a
second grader.
The Steeping Leaf offers a wide varieTEA (pardon another pun)
of all-natural teas—about 75 types from locations all over the world,
such as the Alps, Egypt, Japan, China, Sri Lanka and India.
Ms. Atzler imports tea and sells it under her brand, Teehüsli,
focusing on organic and fair trade, and crafting her own blends.
Customers may buy a bag of leaves to go, or choose a tea to
drink hot or iced either on the porch or inside the shop.
The cafe is a tea lover’s paradise—but, Ms. Atzler admits with a
laugh, “Tea is not everyone’s cup of tea.”
That’s one reason the bistro also sells lunch (sandwiches, soups,
salads and quiche), appetizers, gelato, pastries and coffee. Glutenfree, dairy-free and vegan options are available.
The couple started selling tea online in 2018, expanding into
farmers markets the following year and then achieving their dream
of opening a brick-and-mortar shop.
For Ms. Atzler, the tea bistro is an opportuniTEA (last pun,
promise) to do things that help her relax and enjoy life—and to help
others do the same.
“To make tea, it takes time,” she said. “To grow tea, it takes time.
So to drink tea, you should take time and not rush.”

Guido Halder, left, Judith Atzler and their daughter, Emma, take a
moment to relax at The Steeping Leaf, a tea bistro the South Fayette
family opened on Millers Run Road in August.

Diamond Sponsor - Virtual Mystery Night - Thank you!

N eighbors like you

are the reason we’re
a neighborhood
bank.

The Steeping Leaf: 536 Millers Run Road, South Fayette, 412-726-0487,
Facebook, Instagram, thesteepingleaf.com.

Michaela Culley and her mother, Susanna Culley, of Burgettstown enjoy
lunch at The Steeping Leaf in August.
South Fayette Connect | Fall 2020 | 7

South Fayette

Watersheds &
The Water Cycle

STORMWATER

Left: A watershed is a
land area that channels
rain and snow into the
same larger bodies of
water. (Image courtesy
of Allegheny Watershed
Alliance: awapa.org)

Know Your Watershed
South Fayette part of Chartiers Creek
and Ohio River watersheds

Below: The water cycle is
influenced by watershed
topography. (Image
courtesy of NASA:
gpm.nasa.gov)

By John Kanaskie
When we talk about watersheds, most people
in our region think of the huge Chesapeake Bay
watershed on the East Coast.
But did you know South Fayette has its own
watershed?
Actually, it has several. Some are entirely within our
township borders, and others involve multiple surrounding
communities.
The watersheds in South Fayette are Coal Run, Chartiers
Creek, Dolphin Run, Fishing Run, Millers Run, Robinson Run
and Thoms Run. (“Run” is another word for “stream.”)
There are different levels of watersheds. All of South
Fayette’s smaller watersheds are part of the larger Chartiers Creek
watershed, which is part of the even larger Ohio River watershed.

What Is a Watershed?
A watershed is a land area that channels rainfall and snowmelt
into creeks, streams and rivers, and eventually to “outflow points,”
larger bodies of water like rivers, bays, reservoirs and oceans.
For example, water from all the outflow points in South
Fayette eventually makes its way into the Ohio River.
South Fayette’s raw source of drinking water is the
Monongahela River, which is fed by outflows of watersheds from
other communities.
A watershed consists of all underlying groundwater and all
surface waters that eventually drain to the same large water body.
Smaller tributaries usually flow into a creek or river, whose
uppermost area is called the headwaters.
A floodplain is the area around a body of
water that is subject to flooding during
heavy precipitation.
A watershed is surrounded
on three sides by one or more
ridges, the top of which
is called the watershed
boundary, or divide.

The Water Cycle
Part of the water
cycle takes place in the
watershed and is influenced
by the topography of the
watershed itself.
We know the water cycle, right? We
learned about it in school!
Water is the only substance on Earth that exists naturally as a
solid, liquid and gas. All three states are part of the water cycle.
Water evaporates, and the vapor is pushed up into the air at
higher, cooler elevations over the ridges of the watershed.
Condensation takes place at the higher elevations, forming
8|
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South Fayette’s
larger and larger water droplets that
eventually become heavy enough
raw source of
to fall back down to the earth as
drinking water is the
precipitation, or stormwater. Then
Monongahela River.
the cycle starts all over again.
Some water can take a long trip
before completing the cycle. It can stay on the earth for a very long
time, flowing through streams, lakes and rivers as surface water or
through an aquifer as groundwater.
An aquifer is the area underground that is saturated with water
and allows water to flow through it. The water table is the top of
that saturated area. Groundwater is water below the water table.
Groundwater can take thousands of years to surface,
eventually flowing out through a spring or crack in the rocks, or
being pumped from a well.
The Importance of Being Clean
When water is above ground, it
flows over roads, yards and
rooftops, picking up bits of
whatever it touches along the
journey.
These contaminants
can make their way into
natural waterways and
into our source of drinking
water.
That’s why it is so
important to control pollution
and employ safe practices like using
natural fertilizers and soaps around our homes and businesses.
We need to keep natural waterways—both inside and outside
of our watersheds—clean.
See the South Fayette watersheds map, and find other stormwater
information, at southfayettepa.com/water. Contact township
Engineer Technician John Kanaskie at jkanaskie@sftwp.com.

South Fayette Township

@SouthFayettePA
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Seal
the
Deal

South Fayette Township Public Works applied a protective coating to the rural Cecil Reissing Road in September. Clockwise
from top left, Mike Meglen, Barry Miller, John “JB” Barrett and Mike Cardillo operate a machine that spreads slag atop an oil-like
emulsion. Afterward, a roller compacted the materials, and the surface hardened in under two minutes. Seal coating, which lasts
about three to four years, provides a layer of protection from the elements to help the road last longer. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)

Diamond Sponsor - Glass Recycling Collection - Thank you!

New signs have been installed for
“South Fayette Way,” a road that, once
open, will connect Route 50 with ramps
to the Southern Beltway. The South
Fayette interchange will not charge a
toll, so drivers will be able to take the
beltway to Interstate 79 at no cost. The
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission’s
$900 million highway is expected to
open partially next October and be
fully operational by June 2022. (Photo
by Andrea Iglar)
South Fayette Connect | Fall 2020 | 9
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TrafficStop

What to do if you are pulled over by police

O

by Andrea Iglar

ne moment we’re driving along, and the next we
notice blue and red flashing lights behind us.
Many of us have experienced being pulled
over by a police officer—perhaps for driving
over the speed limit, not quite stopping at a stop sign, or not
realizing a tail light is burnt out.
While a traffic stop can be stressful, knowing what to do
during a stop helps ensure the safety of motorists and officers.
The most important thing a driver should do is follow the
police officer’s instructions, said John Phoennik, chief of the South
Fayette Township Police Department.
“Listen to what the officer says and comply with the officer’s
directions,” he said.
South Fayette police Lieutenant John Leininger said he expects
drivers to safely pull off the road, put the car in park, roll down the
window and keep hands on the wheel.
“It shows you’re prepared to engage and speak with us,” he
said.
Pennsylvania State Police Trooper Brent Miller said the officer’s
priority during a traffic stop is the safety of everyone involved.
“First things first, don’t panic,” Trooper Miller said in a Twitter
video. “Pull over as soon as you can, or if you’re unable to do so,
slow down and put your four-way flashers on, acknowledging the
officer’s presence.
“Once pulled over, turn on your dome light in your car and
place your hands on top of the steering wheel and wait for the
officer’s instructions.”
According to the state police, here are guidelines drivers should
follow if pulled over by police:
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•

Stay calm, activate your turn signal and pull off the
roadway as soon as possible.

•

If it’s nighttime, turn on your interior lights to help the
officer see inside your vehicle.

•

Turn off the ignition and radio, and keep your hands on
the steering wheel.

•

Stay in your vehicle unless directed by the officer to exit.
If asked to exit, stay safely away from traffic and keep your
hands in plain view.

•

Ask your passengers to remain calm and stay in the

SouthFayettePA.com

@SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

vehicle, while keeping their hands in plain view.
•

Follow all instructions the officer gives you and your
passengers.

•

Give the police officer your full attention. The officer
usually explains why they stopped you and may ask
questions about your trip.

•

Do not make sudden moves or search for your driver’s
license, registration or insurance card until the officer asks
for them. If the documents aren’t handy, tell the officer
where they are before reaching for them.

•

If you have a weapon in the vehicle, inform the officer
immediately.

•

If you are uncertain about the identity of an officer who is
not in uniform or is driving an unmarked vehicle, you may
ask for identification or call 9-1-1.

The police officer typically explains whatever action they
are taking, such as
issuing a warning or
a traffic ticket with
a fine. If you have
questions, politely
ask for clarification.
If you disagree
with the officer’s
decision to issue a
traffic ticket, don’t
prolong the contact
by arguing with
the officer. If you
wish to dispute the
ticket, you can do
so in court. Your
acceptance of a
South Fayette Township police officer
traffic ticket is not an
Christian Ryan demonstrates a traffic
admission of guilt;
stop. In this frame, Officer Ryan
however, refusal to
approaches the pulled-over car, and at top
sign a traffic ticket
left, he greets the driver at the window.
may result in your
(Photos by Andrea Iglar)
arrest.

South Fayette Township
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South Fayette Township

If you believe an officer has acted inappropriately, document
the officer’s behavior and report it to the police department in
a timely manner. The name of the officer and law enforcement
agency will be on the ticket, or you may ask the officer to provide
this information.
“Being stopped by a law enforcement officer can be a stressful
experience, but knowing what to do during the stop will help
ensure your safety,” the state police said.
“Good communication from all involved
parties can make a traffic stop a safe
experience.”
For more information about traffic safety, visit
@PAStatePolice or follow #AskTrooperBrent on
Facebook and Twitter.
Find the brochure “What to Do When Stopped by
the Police” at southfayettepa.com/policestops.

Police
Webpage

Police complete ‘implicit bias’ training
In August, all officers of the South Fayette
Township Police Department completed
online training called “Implicit Bias:
Understanding the Impact on Actions and
Decisions.”
The three-hour course, led by the public
safety training company Calibre Press,
aimed to improve communication skills and
examine unconscious biases.
Topics included how to avoid racial and cultural bias that
could cause an officer to view certain people as inherently
dangerous—resulting in inaccurate assessments, flawed
decisions and unnecessary use of force.
—Andrea Iglar

South Fayette Township police officer James Jeffrey, demonstrating
the role of driver, hands his insurance and registration documents
out the car window, while keeping his other hand visible. (Photo by
Andrea Iglar)
South Fayette Connect | Fall 2020 | 11

Global
Treasure Hunt

T

Geocaching game spans the world,
from South Fayette to Antarctica

he Mornewecks have
found more treasures
than a ship full of
pirates.
The South Fayette
family has logged more
than 1,200 finds in the global treasure
hunt game called geocaching, eventually
visiting 18 states to play.
Jeff Morneweck spent seven years
heavily involved in geocaching with his
wife, Juli, and sons, Andy and Tommy.
Their geocaching group name was
“Cuddy Cache Crew,” a reference to the
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Cuddy neighborhood of South Fayette.
“I was looking for a reason to get the
kids out in nature,” Mr. Morneweck said.
“It was a good bonding thing.”
Geocaching is a worldwide, outdoor
activity using a free smartphone app
or a GPS device to find containers, or
“caches,” hidden all over the world—
from South Fayette to Antarctica.
Players with some experience
finding caches also may create, hide and
provide GPS coordinates for containers
that others can find.
While some caches already existed
in South Fayette parks and along the
Panhandle Trail, this summer, the South
Fayette Township Parks and Recreation
Department added seven caches
to Fairview, Morgan, Preservation,
Sturgeon and Boys Home parks.
Parks and Recreation Director Paula
Willis said geocaching is a good activity
during the coronavirus pandemic
because it can be enjoyed safely by
families.
“Geocaching is a way for people of
all ages to explore the parks in a unique,
exciting way,” she said. “It’s recreation
that people can do any time.”
Across all seven continents, there are
3 million active geocaches. They come in
various shapes and sizes, from as small as
a pencil eraser to as big as a food storage
container. They may be hidden inside or
under objects but are never buried.
Each cache includes a waterproof
container holding a paper log book for
finders to sign.
“Write something about
the adventure,” Mr. Morneweck
recommended. “Write something that
makes the cache owner smile.”
If size permits, a cache also may
contain small give-and-take trinkets.
The Mornewecks traditionally left a mini
Lego figure and a custom-made Cuddy
Cache Crew trading card featuring their
family members and dog.
Some caches are more challenging
@SouthFayetteTwp

South Fayette Township

Story by Andrea Iglar

to find than others, and each comes with
difficulty and terrain ratings.
No matter how easy or hard the
search, uncovering a cache requires using a
navigational technique.
The two options are using a GPS unit
or the official geocaching smartphone app,
which may be downloaded for free from the
App Store or Google Play.
The opportunity to enjoy nature and
technology together was a selling point
to Mr. Morneweck, who is a software
engineer.
“It’s outside, but it’s also computers at
the same time,” he said. “Where else do you
find that?”
Mr. Morneweck first learned about
geocaching in 2008 from John Kanaskie,

@SouthFayettePA
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Fast Cache
The Morneweck
family of South
Fayette has
found more than
1,200 geocaches
over the years,
embarking on
a treasure hunt
covering 18 states,
Washington, D.C.,
and 50 counties
in Pennsylvania.
The “Cuddy Cache
Crew” of Jeff and
Juli Morneweck,
sons Andy, left,
and Tommy, and
dog Merlin found
a grand—that
is, their 1,000th
cache— at Hog
Heaven Rescue
Farm in Crawford
County in June
2015. (Submitted
photo)

Get

Started
Geocaching
Basics

Clockwise from top ◆ Each geocache, like
this one hidden in a park in South Fayette,
includes a waterproof container and paper
log for finders to sign. ◆ Caches are hidden
outdoors, requiring GPS coordinates to find
them. ◆ When the Cuddy Cache Crew found
a cache, they left a Lego figurine and family
trading card for the next person to take. ◆
John Kanaskie's smartphone geocaching
app shows numerous caches hidden along
the Panhandle Trail in South Fayette.

a South Fayette resident and township
employee, during a meeting of South
Fayette Cub Scout Pack 843.
Mr. Kanaskie, a Scout leader at the
time, was intrigued by geocaching and
organized his own cache-finding project in
Fairview Park.
He programmed GPS devices with
the locations of caches containing a
match, piece of charcoal, chocolate bar,
marshmallow or graham cracker. The
Scouts fanned out to find all five.
“If they were successful, we all had
s’mores as a treat at the end of the meeting,
so that kind of got them into it,” he said.
After the Fairview Park experience,
the Morneweck family began geocaching
as a hobby, eventually finding caches in 18

states, in Washington, D.C., and in 50 of the
Sometimes, they found at least one
67 counties in Pennsylvania.
cache a day; their longest streak was 31
In a single day, they found caches in
consecutive days. But Mr. Morneweck says
six states—New
that’s nothing
Hampshire,
compared to some
Massachusetts,
dedicated players
Connecticut, New
whose streaks last
Jersey, New York
—Jeff Morneweck, on geocaching for a whole year.
and Pennsylvania.
While
“For years, a lot of our vacations
geocaching offers a deep dive for people
were driven by a geocaching goal,” Mr.
who become avid players, it’s simple for
Morneweck said.
anyone to start and have fun.
During these trips, the pursuit of
“It’s a very interesting hobby,” Mr.
geocaches led the family to spots they
Kanaskie said. “I’ve never met anybody who
wouldn’t have discovered on their own—a
has tried it and didn’t like it.”
beach in Maine, an island in Michigan, the
Download the free geocaching smartphone
Oregon woods where the first stash was
app on the App Store or Google Play. Details:
hidden 20 years ago.
southfayettepa.com/geocaching.

“It’s outside, but it’s also computers at the
same time. Where else do you find that?”

South Fayette Connect | Fall 2020 | 13

The South Fayette Township Library
raised $10,000 during Love Your Library
month in September. Fundraising
efforts included an online raffle held in
lieu of the annual Beer for Books event.
In addition, the library will receive a
portion of a match pool from the Jack
Buncher Foundation as part of the
countywide Love Your Library initiative
in support of community libraries.

Library renovates courtyard
The South Fayette Township Library
refurbished the courtyard of the
municipal building, 515 Millers Run Road,
this summer.
The new Reading and Activity
Courtyard includes a pergola, Wi-Fi and
a seating area accessible during daylight
hours. Social distancing is required.
Pictured is library director Ben
Hornfeck reading a book in the courtyard.
The $20,000 project was made

Grants to help boost STEAM skills

possible through the support of the
South Fayette Township Board of
Commissioners, Premier Landscape
Services, Cavanaugh Nursery and Supply,
the Friends of the Library, and memorials
to Alice L. Cirra.
The library offers an ongoing Honor
and Memorial Gift program. For details,
please visit southfayettelibrary.org.
—Andrea Iglar

The South Fayette Township Library has
received two grants through the federal
Library Services and Technology Act to
boost children’s skills in science, technology,
engineering, art and math.
A $750 grant funded 14 STEM kits that can
be checked out for kids in grades K–5.
The library also received iPads, laptops,
robots and other STEAM program supplies,
valued around $3,000, to use with children
in grades 2 to 7. —Andrea Iglar

Platinum Sponsor - Glass Recycling Collection - Thank you!
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Library open for computer
appointments and browsing
The South Fayette Township Library building has reopened its
doors for computer appointments and browsing.
All visits are limited to 45 minutes to maintain a safe capacity
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Patrons must maintain social distancing and wear face masks
or shields that cover the nose and mouth to help prevent spread of
the coronavirus.
Curbside pickup also is available by appointment.
Online programs are being held in lieu of in-person activities.
South Fayette Township Library, 515 Millers Run Road:
10 a.m.–7 p.m. Monday–Thursday and 10 a.m.–4 p.m. Friday;
412-257-8660; southfayettelibrary.org.

Youth programs set for social media
The South Fayette Township Library, 515 Millers Run Road,
is offering a variety of free take-and-make kits and virtual
programs for children, preteens and teens. Stay updated
on social media, or sign up for a weekly email newsletter at
southfayettelibrary.org/emaillist.
Details: 412-257-8660, Facebook, Instagram,
southfayettelibrary.org.
Sensory Storytime (Ages 2 – 6)
Mondays in November & December, 11:00 a.m.
Facebook & Facebook Live
Inclusive storytime offers a welcoming,
friendly environment for reading, singing
songs and doing rhymes.

Library clerk Rachel Jones, left, approaches circulation supervisor
Juli Morneweck from the opposite side of plexiglass hung from
the ceiling at the main desk Oct. 2. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)

Diamond Sponsor - Dog Photo Contest - Thank you!

Treat Yo’ Self Fridays (Ages 11 & up)
Fridays in November & December, 2:00 p.m.
Social Media: YouTube, Instagram, Facebook, Twitter
Nov. 6: Marbling Mugs. Use water and nail polish to
decorate mugs at home.
Nov. 13: Coaster Memes. Get a take-andmake kit from the library and create a
coaster with the Pikachu meme on it.
Nov. 20: Junk Journals. Assemble a
journal with reused materials from home.
Dec. 4: Cloud Lights. Use a take-and-make kit to create a
fun light for your room.
Dec. 11: Kawaii Coffee Cup Cozy. Get a take-andmake kit to create your own coffee cozy of the
anime character Totoro.
Dec. 18: Learn fun ways to use your homemade
junk journal.
Young Adult Book Club (Ages 11 & up)
Mondays Nov. 9 & Dec. 14, 8:00 p.m.
Discord Server
Discuss awesome YA books in our teen/
preteen chat room.
Manga/Anime Club (Ages 11 & up)
Tuesdays Nov. 10 & Dec. 8, 6:00 p.m.
Discord Server
Watch and talk about the Japanese art styles of manga
(comic books and graphic novels) and anime (hand-drawn
and computer animation).
Social Justice Book Club
Fridays Nov. 20 & Dec. 18, 8:00 p.m.
Discord Server
Talk about important subjects within our society.
Teen Hangout & Homework Help! To join the Discord
server, email Carrie Lowery at loweryc2@einetwork.net.
South Fayette Connect | Fall 2020 | 15

Presenting Sponsor - Fairview Fall Virtual 5K - Thank you!

Every dollar represents...
a homeowner’s hopes,
a saver’s trust,
an entrepreneur’s dream,
and an opportunity
for us to make a difference.

South Fayette Office and Loan Center
160 Millers Run Road
412-257-2780
Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC. Copyright © 2020, Dollar Bank, Federal Savings Bank.
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Virtual 5K raises money to help update playground
Donations accepted through end of year
By Andrea Iglar
A virtual race this fall helped raise money
for a new, ADA-accessible playground in
Fairview Park.
The Fairview Fall Virtual 5K, presented
by Dollar Bank and South Fayette
Township, has raised $1,070 to help update
the existing, Clifford-themed playground
next to the Entrance Pavilion.
The balance of the project cost will
come from township funds and $56,950 in
grant money from the state Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources.
Dollar Bank supported the 5K in lieu of
Community Day, which could not be held
this year due to the coronavirus pandemic.
"We're just honored to be part of South
Fayette Township and help be able to put

on this virtual event during a pandemic so
the community still feels involved," said
Brian Turnwald, manager of the Dollar
Bank branch in South Fayette.
Participants entered adult, youth and
family categories, running or walking
anytime, anywhere from Sept. 26 to Oct. 2.
Raffle winners were drawn daily during
race week in videos aired on social media,
with the grand prize, an Apple Watch, going
to Josh Milteer, who also was the overall
race winner.
Top finishers, who ran the farthest total
distances, won Visa gift cards. They were
Shannon McKenzie, Brittne Ghilani, Becky
DiFrango and Brian DiFrango (adult), and
Gabrielle Robinson (youth).

Other runners were Chief John
Phoennik and Lt. John Leininger of
the South Fayette Township Police
Department, and Marilyn Sutton, assistant
branch manager of Dollar Bank.
Playground donations are accepted until Dec.
31. Please visit runsignup.com/southfayette.

Left: Elie Stout, 1, of South Fayette plays on the Clifford-themed
playground in Fairview Park in September, along with her mother,
Rebecca, and 4-month-old sister, Mirabel. New, ADA-accessible play
equipment will replace the existing playground next year. (Photo by
Andrea Iglar) Top: Josh Milteer, overall winner of the Fairview Fall
Virtual 5K, runs in Fairview Park. (Submitted Photo)

Diamond Sponsor - Virtual Trivia Night - Thank you!

Gold Sponsor - Fairview Fall Virtual 5K - Thank you!
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Send
this form by mail
- OR complete online:
SouthFayettePA.com/
MagazineSurvey

Rea
About You

W

rv

SOUTH
FAYETTE
CONNECT

der Su

☐ Non-Resident
☐ Former Resident
☐ Business Owner or Employee in South Fayette
☐ Resident of South Fayette
If current resident, how long have you lived in South Fayette?
☐ Less than a year
☐ 11-20 years
☐ 1-5 years
☐ More than 20 years
☐ 6-10 years
☐ Under 18 years
☐ 18-24
☐ 25-34
☐ 35-44

☐ 45-54		
☐ 55-64		
☐ 65+		

Reading Habits

?
?

3. How do you generally get information about South Fayette?
Check all that apply:
☐ South Fayette Connect
☐ Emails or Texts from South Fayette Township
☐ Website (www.SouthFayettePA.com)
☐ Social Media (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter etc.)
☐ Local Media (Newspaper, TV, IN South Fayette)
☐ South Fayette School District
☐ Homeowner Association (HOA)
☐ Word of Mouth
☐ Other:__________________________________
4. How do you prefer to read South Fayette Connect?
☐ In Print
☐ Online

☐ Both print and online
☐ Not Sure

5. How often do you typically read South Fayette Connect?
☐ Every issue
☐ Most issues

☐ Some issues
☐ Not Sure

This survey takes about 6 to 8 minutes to complete. Your individual
responses are confidential. Overall results will be shared publicly.
You may complete the survey either (1) via mail or (2) online at
southfayettepa.com/magazinesurvey. Scan the QR code for instant
access to the digital version.
For the paper form, please complete both sides of this survey form,
detach at the perforation, and return in the postage-paid envelope
provided inside this magazine.
Response deadline is Mon. Nov. 30, 2020. Questions? Contact editor
Andrea Iglar: magazine@sftwp.com; 412-221-8700, ext. 231.

1. What is your relationship to South Fayette? Check all that apply:

2. What is your age?

e want your opinion! Help us enhance South Fayette Connect,
the official magazine of South Fayette Township.

6. How much of each issue do you usually read?
☐ All
☐ Most

☐ Some
☐ Not Sure

?

7. How much time do you usually spend with an issue of South
Fayette Connect?
☐ Hour or more
☐ 30 to 59 minutes

☐ 10 to 29 minutes
☐ 1 to 9 minutes

☐ Not Sure

8. How many times do you usually refer to each issue (pick up and
look at it)?
☐ Once

☐ 4-5

☐ 2-3

☐ 6 or more

☐ Not Sure

9. Including yourself, who reads your print copy of South Fayette
Connect? Check all that apply:
☐ Adult in household
☐ Child in household
☐ Coworker
☐ Friend

☐ Neighbor
☐ Relative outside your household
☐ Other:
______________________

10. Including yourself, how many people (both inside and outside
your household) typically read your print copy of the magazine?
☐1

☐3

☐2

☐ 4 or more

☐ Not Sure

?

11. How long do you typically keep a print issue of the magazine?
☐ I save it permanently
☐ Until recycling calendar on back cover runs out
☐ More than a month
☐ Up to a month
☐ Up to one week
☐ Discard immediately
☐ Not Sure

12. Do you save the yearly detachable recycling calendar and guide?
☐ Yes

☐ No

☐ Not Sure
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The Magazine

Personal Connections

13. How do you feel about the length of the magazine?
☐ Just Right

☐ Too Long

☐ Too Short

☐ Not Sure

☐ Should be fewer issues
☐ Not Sure

The magazine helps me feel connected to people in my community.
☐ Strongly Agree ☐ Agree ☐ Disagree ☐ Strongly Disagree

15. Please rate the quality of South Fayette Connect magazine:
Ease of Reading:
☐ Excellent
☐ Good

☐ Average

☐ Poor

Content:
☐ Excellent

☐ Good

☐ Average

☐ Poor

Photos:
☐ Excellent

☐ Good

☐ Average

☐ Poor

Writing:
☐ Excellent

☐ Good

☐ Average

☐ Poor

☐ Somewhat interested
☐ Not interested

Photos:
☐ Very interested
☐ Interested

☐ Somewhat interested
☐ Not interested

Short News Items:
☐ Very interested
☐ Interested

☐ Somewhat interested
☐ Not interested

Event Calendars:
☐ Very interested
☐ Interested

The magazine is useful and valuable to me.
☐ Strongly Agree ☐ Agree ☐ Disagree

20. Please tell us how South Fayette Connect strengthens your
connection to the township and community. Check all that apply:
☐ Helps me understand services that local government provides
☐ Helps me know how my tax money is being spent
☐ Makes me proud of what's going on in the community
☐ Makes me want to keep living or working in South Fayette
☐ None of the Above

?

21. Has the magazine prompted you to take any of the following
actions? Check all that apply:

☐ Attend event or program
☐ Connect with a friend or neighbor
☐ Contact the magazine editor or a township employee
☐ Discuss, share or link to an article or issue
☐ Recommend South Fayette to potential resident or business
☐ Save an article or issue
☐ Support a business I saw in the magazine
☐ Volunteer
☐ None of the Above

?

☐ Somewhat interested
☐ Not interested

Advertising
22. How many ads do you usually look at in the magazine?

Links to Videos or Online Content:
☐ Very interested
☐ Somewhat interested
☐ Interested
☐ Not interested

Topics

☐ All
☐ Most
☐ Some

17. Which of the following TOWNSHIP topics interest you the most?
Please check up to 5:

?

☐ Awards/Achievements
☐ Budget/Finance/Taxes
☐ Building/Zoning
☐ Development/Growth
☐ Elected Officials/Meetings
☐ Environment/Stormwater
☐ Events

☐ Ordinances/Resolutions/Code
☐ Parks/Recreation
☐ Police/Public Safety
☐ Public Works
☐ Recycling/Trash
☐ Roads/Transportation
☐ Township Staff/Departments
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☐ Health/Wellness
☐ History
☐ Neighbors/Neighborhoods
☐ Library
☐ Schools
☐ Senior Citizens
☐ Sports/Athletics

@SouthFayetteTownship
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☐ Not Many
☐ None
☐ Not Sure

?

23. How likely are you to contact a business, or become a customer
of a business, that advertises in South Fayette Connect?
☐ Very likely
☐ Likely
☐ Somewhat Likely

☐ Not Likely
☐ Not Sure

Overall Feedback
24. How do you rate the overall quality of the magazine?
☐ Excellent

?

18. Which of the following COMMUNITY topics interest you the
most? Please check up to 5:
☐ Arts/Culture
☐ Awards/Achievements
☐ Business
☐ Children/Teens
☐ Community Groups
☐ Development Projects
☐ Diversity

☐ Strongly Disagree

The magazine is a credible, accurate source of information.
☐ Strongly Agree ☐ Agree ☐ Disagree ☐ Strongly Disagree

16. Please rate your interest in the following types of content:
Articles:
☐ Very interested
☐ Interested

?

The magazine helps me feel connected to my township government.
☐ Strongly Agree ☐ Agree ☐ Disagree ☐ Strongly Disagree

14. What do you think about the frequency of the magazine?
☐ 4 issues a year is good
☐ Should be more issues

19. Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with each
statement about South Fayette Connect:

☐ Good

☐ Average

25. Please provide any additional comments:

☐ Poor

?

Thank you for participating in the 2020 South Fayette
Connect magazine reader survey!

South Fayette Township
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SOUTH FAYETTE TOWNSHIP
Saturday, Nov. 28 – Thursday, Dec. 3
7 a.m. – 7 p.m., self-serve dropoff
Goldberg, Kamin & Garvin LLP
Silhol Builders Supply Co.

South Fayette Township
Owens-Illinois

South Fayette Township Municipal Building
515 Millers Run Road, South Fayette, PA 15064
Location is under video surveillance
No bags or boxes in the recycling bin please

CAP Glass
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Trash & Recycling Curbside Collection
Garbage is collected weekly. Recycling is picked up every 2 weeks. Pickup
is split into Thursday and Friday. If a holiday falls before a pickup day,
collection is delayed one day (Thursday moves to Friday, and Friday
moves to Saturday). Observed holidays are New Year's Day, Memorial
Day, July 4th, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day. Find your
service day and full calendar at SouthFayettePA.com/2020calendar.
Place bins at the curb the night before. DO NOT BAG recyclables.

Nov.
Thurs. Oct. 29
Fri. Oct. 30
Trash Collection

Thurs. Nov. 5
Fri. Nov. 6
Trash Collection
Recycling

Dec.
Thurs. Dec. 3
Fri. Dec. 4
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. Dec. 10
Fri. Dec. 11
Trash Collection

Jan.
Thurs. Dec. 31
Sat. Jan. 2
Trash Collection
Recycling
1-day delay for Friday
streets ONLY due to
New Year's Day

Thurs. Jan. 7
Fri. Jan. 8
Trash Collection

Thurs. Nov. 12
Fri. Nov. 13
Trash Collection

Thurs. Nov. 19
Fri. Nov. 20
Trash Collection
Recycling

Fri. Nov. 27
Sat. Nov. 28
Trash Collection
1-day delay due to
Thanksgiving

Thurs. Dec. 17
Fri. Dec. 18
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. Dec. 24
Sat. Dec. 26

Trash Collection
1-day delay for Friday
streets ONLY due to
Christmas Day
Trash,
Recycling
& Reuse Info

Collection Calendar:
SouthFayettePA.com/2020calendar
Recycling: SouthFayettePA.com/recycle

Thurs. Jan. 14
Fri. Jan. 15
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. Jan. 21
Fri. Jan. 22
Trash Collection

South Fayette Township
South Fayette Township

515 Millers Run Road, South Fayette PA 15064
412-221-8700
SouthFayettePA.com
facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship
instagram.com/SouthFayettePA
twitter.com/SouthFayetteTwp
linkedin.com/company/SouthFayetteTownship

John M. Barrett, Township Manager
Peggy Patterson, Executive Assistant x 210

Communications &
Community Development

Finance
Shannen McKahan, Assistant x 221

Andrea Iglar, Director x 231

Parks & Recreation
Paula Willis, Director x 217

Planning, Engineering,
Building & Code
Lynette King, Assistant x 219
Gary Hartz, Building Code Official
Joe Niedermeyer, Inspector
John Kanaskie, Engineer Technician

Public Works
Butch Truitt, Director x 223
Nick Nickolas, Superintendent
Dan Dernosek, Foreman

Police
John Phoennik, Chief of Police
Evonne Williams, Police Secretary
Police Business Office: 412-221-2170
Emergency & Dispatch: 9-1-1

Community Resources
South Fayette Township Library

Benjamin Hornfeck, 412-257-8660, SouthFayetteLibrary.org

South Fayette Area Senior Citizens Association
Margie Smith, 412-221-3730, SouthFayettePA.com/seniors

South Fayette School District

Dr. Kenneth Lockette, 412-221-4542, SouthFayette.org

Historical Society of South Fayette Township

Emily Brady, sfhistory3@aol.com, SouthFayettePA.com/history

Tax Collectors

Real Estate Tax, Kevin Biber: 412-221-9250, SouthFayettePA.com/tax
Earned Income Tax, Jordan Tax Service: 412-835-5243, JordanTax.com

Thurs. Jan. 28
Fri. Jan. 29

Municipal Authority (Dye Tests & Sanitary Sewers)

Trash Collection
Recycling

Mandi Pryor, 412-221-4100, SouthWestCommunitiesChamber.org

Jerry Brown, 412-257-5100, MATSF.net

South West Communities Chamber of Commerce
Volunteer Fire Departments in South Fayette

Cuddy, Fairview, Oak Ridge, Sturgeon: SouthFayettePA.com/fire

Waste Management:
wm.com; 1-800-866-4460

Police, Fire, Ambulance: 9-1-1

