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Manager's Message

JOHN M. BARRETT

I

know everyone can relate when I
say it feels good to put 2020 in the
rearview mirror.
Undoubtedly, the past year
presented South Fayette Township
with unprecedented challenges and
a series of obstacles that seemed neverending.
If there is a silver lining to the twists
and turns of 2020, it was the way we
responded to each and every challenge and
forged ahead despite the pandemic that
demanded so much of our attention.
I am proud of the resolve the township
has displayed and would like to share a few
highlights from the past year.
In 2020, South Fayette welcomed
more than 25 new businesses, including
six new restaurants such as Over The Bar

Bicycle Café (see article on pages 10–11).
Construction stayed strong, with the township issuing 379 building permits for
home improvements, new construction, additions and other projects (p. 5).
The nonprofit South Fayette Conservation Group secured a $13 million grant to
clean up Millers Run, a tributary of Chartiers Creek, by building a treatment plant to
remove the orange-tinted acid mine drainage from the water (see Spring 2020 issue).
The township secured $635,000 in grants, sponsorships and fundraising to advance
projects such as expanding Fairview Park (p. 14) and implementing the police body-worn
program, which aims to improve officer-citizen interactions and safety (pp. 16–17.)
Our investment to pave more than 75 roads topped $2 million, while our Public
Works Department repaired 83 storm inlets, sealed 7 miles of roadway, and mowed 94
acres of parkland and 141 miles of grass along roads.
The Recreation Department offered 55 virtual programs and socially distanced
events, such as Joy-Thru Fairview (pp. 18–19).
We also prepared new programs that are launching this year: the South Fayette
CitizenLink mobile app (p. 13) and the Military Banner Program (pp. 22–24).
Our 2020 accomplishments speak to the remarkable resolve of the South Fayette
community and the spirit of the residents, businesses and employees who make our
community strong.

Note from the Editor
ANDREA IGLAR

I am pleased to share that South Fayette
Connect's first issue of 2021 is the 21st to be
published since we started the magazine five
years ago.
As we embark on our sixth year of
publication, we are adding some recurring
features based on feedback from more than
400 responses to our 2020 reader survey.
Code Corner will explain township
ordinances, and Neighborhood Spotlight
will feature homeowner communities from
throughout South Fayette.
We remain committed to bringing you

interesting, useful
and credible
information about
your local government
and community at a
minimal cost.
In fact, the magazine
is a fundraising
tool; we offer businesses complimentary
advertisements in exchange for sponsoring
community events and recreation programs.
Over the past five years, this incentive
program has raised more than $187,000.
Thanks for your ongoing readership and
support. We look forward to another great
year of South Fayette Connect.
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South Fayette

SHORTS

Police raise money for
cancer prevention
South Fayette Township police
officers raised $2,810 for cancer
prevention, research and
education during their second year
participating in No-Shave November.
Christian Ryan (pictured) was among
the officers who grew beards and
wore lavender, the color representing
all types of cancer, in November in
support of the effort.
South Fayette community members
and officers donated online during
the monthlong campaign.
Stacy Hurt and Tom Sinton, who are
cancer survivors and South Fayette
residents, participated in a video
series called "How's It Growing" to
discuss their experience with cancer,
and Ms. Hurt interviewed police
officers Markus Buchanan, Mike
Blocher and John Leininger.
The videos are available on the
South Fayette Township YouTube
channel.
For information about cancer
prevention, please visit cancer.gov,
cdc.gov/cancer or aicr.org.

COVID-19 vaccinations begin
COVID-19 vaccines are being given in
phases, starting with health care workers
and long-term care facility residents. For
details on available vaccines and the
phased approach, visit southfayettepa.
com/covid19 and link to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention,
Pennsylvania Department of Health and
Allegheny County Health Department. Or
call the PA Health Line: 1-877-724-3258.
2|
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Meet the police chief on Zoom
South Fayette
Township Police
Chief John
Phoennik invites
the public to share
comments and
ask questions
at a Zoom session of Coffee with the
Chief from noon to 1 p.m. Fri. Feb.
12. Use your telephone, computer or
smartphone to join the meeting. Please
visit southfayettepa.com/coffee for the
Zoom link and dial-in numbers.

Playground updates continue
Site work will begin early this year to
update the Boys Home Park playground
and the Clifford playground next to the
Fairview Park Entrance Pavilion. The play
equipment is expected to be replaced
this summer. Near the baseball fields in
Fairview Park, a picnic grove will replace
a small tot lot that was removed for safety
reasons. At the playground next to the
Fairview Park Rotary Pavilion, a rubber
safety surface is being installed. Parks
and trails: southfayettepa.com/parks.

Township
launches free
mobile app
Download the free
mobile app, South
Fayette CitizenLink,
from the App Store
(Apple) or Google Play
(Android) to connect
with township services
on the go. Report
missed trash pickups,
get emergency alerts, read news updates,
check the event calendar, review meeting
agendas, find local businesses, register
for recreation programs and more.
See details on page 13.

Get a free online business listing
Submit your business
information at
southfayettepa.com/
bizform to be included for
free in the township's online
business directory. Listings
are published at southfayettepa.com/
bizdirectory and on the new mobile app
South Fayette CitizenLink.

Griffith promoted to sergeant

Businesses donated $22,000

South Fayette police
officer Collin Griffith
has been promoted to
sergeant. District Judge
Maureen McGraw-Desmet
administered his sergeant's
oath of office in January.
Sgt. Griffith joined the
township police department in 2015.

In 2020, businesses
donated about $22,000
for South Fayette
Township community
events and programs,
including virtual
recreation, photo contests, at-home youth
activity boxes, the Fairview Fall Virtual
5K, glass recycling and the Joy-Thru
Fairview holiday celebration. All donors
were recognized through the township's
annual Thanks for Giving program.
Details: southfayettepa.com/thanks.

Bridge replacement delayed
The Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation has delayed plans to
start replacing the bridge at Mayview
and Boyce roads this spring, due to
pandemic-related funding shortages.
However, from now until spring, Columbia
Gas is replacing utility lines on Boyce
and Mayview roads in preparation for
that eventual work. Lane restrictions and
minor delays are expected. Updates:
southfayettepa.com/roads.

Plow truck safety outlined
According to the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation, drivers
should stay at least six car lengths behind
plow trucks, and keep headlights on.
More tips: penndot.gov/winter.
@SouthFayetteTwp
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Awards recognize magazine
and COVID-19 newsletter
South Fayette Connect
has earned two 2020
international MarCom
Awards for outstanding
achievement in
communications.
The publication won
a Gold Award in the
Government Magazine
category and an
honorable mention for a special
edition COVID-19 newsletter.

@SouthFayettePA
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Newbury Market development moves forward

Meet

GREG TOTIN

BJ’s Wholesale Club to build 100,000-square-foot store
By Andrea Iglar
Massachusetts-based BJ’s Wholesale Club
plans to build a members-only discount
grocery store at Newbury Market in South
Fayette this year.
The South Fayette Township Board
of Commissioners in November approved
plans for a 100,000-square-foot store and
gas station along Interstate 79 as part of the
Newbury commercial development.
The facility will include groceries,
general merchandise, an optical department
and a fueling station.
David Picot, senior vice president of
real estate for BJ's, said he aimed to open
the store by Thanksgiving.
“We’re looking forward to entering

BJ's Wholesale Club plans to open a
members-only store at Newbury Market
in South Fayette this fall. (Rendering
courtesy of BJ's Wholesale Club)

the South Fayette market,” Mr. Picot told
commissioners.
Operating in the vein of Costco and
Sam’s Club, the 6 million-member chain
operates 219 clubs in 17 states, topping $13
billion in sales in 2019.
The retail anchor represents a major
addition to the Newbury development,
which also includes sports entertainment
venue Topgolf and car retailer Carvana.
Gwen Rodi, president of the
commissioners, said she is excited about
the project.
“Thank you to BJ’s for choosing South
Fayette as their first [Western] Pennsylvania
store,” she said.
The BJ's plan is the first approval in
Newbury Market following a foreclosure
last year.
Newbury’s primary lender, Thistle
Financial Group LLC, filed a foreclosure
action in June against the original
developer, Newbury Market Associates LP.
At an Allegheny County sheriff sale
in November, TF South Fayette, LLC—an
entity composed of the same members who
belong to Thistle—purchased the majority
of the undeveloped Newbury property for
$8.5 million.
William Price, a lawyer representing
TF South Fayette, said the group is excited
about the status of the Newbury project.
“To be blunt, it’s a long way coming,”
he said.

How To ... Prepare for Snow Removal
When it snows, South Fayette Township Public Works plows and salts more than
70 miles of local roadway. (Allegheny County and the Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation also maintain some roads in South Fayette.) During large storms,
crews prioritize the main roads and the streets required for school buses, health care
facilities and public safety vehicles. Everyone can help ensure safe, efficient snow
removal by remembering these guidelines:

1
2
3

Remove sports equipment, such
as portable basketball hoops, that
are hanging into the road.
Avoid parking vehicles on roads
or culs-de-sac.

Shovel your driveway after the
plow clears your road. Do not
unload snow into the road.

4
5
R

Consider relocating your mailbox
if it extends over the edge of the
road.
Clear a 3-foot diameter around
fire hydrants, and shovel a path
between the hydrant and street.
eport snow or ice issues at
southfayettepa.com/request.
Dial 9-1-1 for emergencies.

G

reg Totin enjoys being
outdoors, a benefit to his job
with South Fayette Public
Works. A township truck driver and
laborer for more than 17 years, he
likes working on a variety of projects.
"It's not monotonous," he said.
Hometown: Grew up in Scott; lived
previously in South Fayette; now
resides in Bridgeville
Education: Graduated from
Chartiers Valley High School
Pet: Bowie, a German Shorthaired
Pointer dog
First Job: Washing dishes and
busing tables at Wright's Seafood
Inn, Heidelberg
First Car: 1975 Oldsmobile Cutlass
Supreme in red
Hobbies: Hunting and fishing
Favorite Movie: The Deer Hunter
Favorite Bands: Folk-rock groups
Mumford & Sons and Edward
Sharpe and the Magnetic Zeros
Bucket List: Visit Ireland and trace
his ancestry there
Favorite Foods: Meat and potatoes
Best Quality of South Fayette:
Expanded community parks and
events: "I've seen it advance from
when I first started here. Every year
it seems to get better and better."
Fun Fact: Greg and 11 longtime
friends—including one he has known
since seventh grade—jointly own a
camp in McKean County where they
enjoy outdoor activities.
— Andrea Iglar
South Fayette Connect | Winter 2021 | 3
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CODE CORNER

Build your deck safely
International Residential Code ensures sturdy structures
By Andrea Iglar
South Fayette homeowners last year built a total of 83 residential decks, at an average cost
of $13,750 each.
If you are planning to build a deck on your home, construction will need to follow the
International Residential Code of 2015, a set of laws adopted by the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania and South Fayette Township.
"We want decks to be safe, and that's why there are codes," township building code
official Gary Hartz said.
The International Residential Code, or IRC, contains requirements covering all aspects
of construction related to one- and two-family homes up to three stories high.
Developed by the International Code Council, a global association of building safety
professionals, the IRC is followed in 49 states and the District of Columbia, plus Guam,
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
Working in conjunction with other local laws, the IRC helps protect public health,
safety and welfare by establishing baseline standards for building safety.
South Fayette Township's Building and Code Department reviews plans for building
projects, including decks, and performs comprehensive inspections to ensure construction
meets the IRC safety standards.
Residents usually work with experienced deck contractors to complete the application
and inspection process, which includes these main steps:
•

Submit a building permit application, along with an $80 payment. This permit fee
covers most standard decks.

Decks

•

Code: International Residential
Code 2015

Provide a property survey to show compliance with zoning and setback
requirements.

•

Applies To: 1- and 2-family homes
no more than 3 stories high

Supply detailed construction drawings that show compliance with the
International Residential Code.

•

As the project progresses, schedule footer, framing and final inspections with the
township.

Purpose: Guides the safe
construction of wooden
decks on the back of
homes

If you live in a planned community, check with your homeowners'
association before starting the application process because HOAs usually
have additional guidelines for deck size, materials and aesthetics, Mr.
Hartz said.
"Make sure your design will comply with their rules and
regulations," he said.

Enforcement:
South Fayette
Township Building
and Code
Department

Find the building permit application, deck construction guide and
other resources at southfayettepa.com/building.
Top Left: Residential decks like these in South Fayette must meet code
requirements and pass inspections. Inset: Inspectors refer to a twovolume printed copy of the International Residential Code to ensure
decks are built safely and according to law. (Photos by Andrea Iglar)

Get Started:
southfayettepa.com/
building

Gold Sponsors - Joy-Thru Fairview - Thank you!
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Building stays strong through pandemic
Construction value in 2020 tops $35 million
By Andrea Iglar
Despite challenges related to the coronavirus pandemic,
construction in 2020 remained strong in South Fayette.
The township issued a total of 379 building permits, compared
to 323 permits in 2019.
“Despite a period of inactivity early in the year due to the
pandemic, we surpassed the prior year’s permit total, which is a
testament to how busy the Building Department was,” Township
Manager John Barrett said.
The Building and Code Department issues permits and
conducts inspections to ensure projects are safely built to code.
The township collected more than $157,700 in building permit
fees in 2020.
Of the 379 total building permits, 121 were for new residential
or commercial construction.
Other permits were for additions (10), alterations (28),
demolitions (9) and accessory structures such as decks, sheds,
fences and pools (211).
The
estimated
construction
value of all
permitted
projects totaled
$35.4 million.

Residential
The value of 116
new home starts
in 2020 topped
$26.2 million.
Burns Scalo Real Estate posted this photo on
Most of
social media in October to announce the start of
the permits for
site work for The Piazza shopping center at the
new residential
former Star City Cinemas along Interstate 79.
construction
were for singlefamily houses in Lafayette Meadow (a plan by Ryan Homes on
Battle Ridge Road) and Hastings (a plan by Charter Homes &
Neighborhoods on Mayview Road).
In comparison, the prior year had seen 49 new home starts due
to a lull between housing developments.
Home improvement projects were popular, partly due to
people spending more time at home during the pandemic.

Gold Sponsor - Virtual Program - Thank you!

“Some people took money
they would have used for
vacation and used it to build a
deck or pool instead,” building
code official Gary Hartz said.
In total, homeowners spent
more than $2.1 million building
83 decks (up from 75 decks in
2019) and 30 swimming pools
(compared to 12 the prior year).

Businesses open,
expand
Despite the COVID-19
pandemic, more than
two dozen businesses—
including six restaurants—
opened in South Fayette in
2020.
A total of 18 business
tenants signed new or
expanded leases at Abele
and Bursca business parks,
said Ruby Scalo, leasing
specialist with Burns Scalo
Real Estate.

Commercial

“We had many renewals in
The estimated total value of
our parks as well,” Ms. Scalo
commercial permits was $5.6
said. “We are excited with
million—including $3.1 million
the surge of activity we are
in new construction.
seeing.”
New construction included
—Andrea Iglar
Over The Bar Bicycle Café and
commercial space at Hastings,
as well as a treatment plant for acid mine drainage in the Gladden
neighborhood.
Permits for building additions included projects at Colussy
Chevrolet and Xtreme Car & Truck Accessories.
Building inspector Joe Niedermeyer said commercial work
stayed steady despite the temporary, pandemic-driven shutdown of
construction in the spring.
“Everything just continued right after that,” he said.

Looking Ahead
Development still to come includes BJ’s Wholesale Club, a
membership store planning to build 100,000 square feet this year
at Newbury Market along Interstate 79.
Burns Scalo Real Estate will continue preparing the site of
the former Star City Cinemas at I-79 for a retail/restaurant center
called The Piazza. Tenants have not been announced yet.
American Natural plans to build a 4,800-square-foot gas
station and convenience store at the former Kings Family
Restaurant site on Washington Pike.
The township is set to start preparing 10 acres on Hickory
Grade Road to build a new police station and township office
building.
For building permit information, visit southfayettepa.com/building.

Gold Sponsor - Joy-Thru Fairview - Thank you!
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NEIGHBORHOOD
SPOTLIGHT

Lakemont Farms
Homeowner Association:
Lakemont Farms Homeowners'
Association
Management Company:
Community Management
Professionals, LLC of Moon
Built: 1989 to 1998
Number of Homes: 189
Home Types: Single-family and
townhouse
Location: Former Portman's Farm
property off Washington Pike
Streets: Lakemont Drive, Lakeview
Drive, Portman Lane, Pond Court
North, Pond Court South, Gander
Circle, Swan Drive, Mallard Drive,
Jeana Lane, Parkside Lane, Boxwood
Drive (partial)
HOA Top Issues of Interest: Roads,
safety and stormwater
Website: lakemontfarms.info

6|
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Lakemont Farms: A Sense of Belonging
Residents enjoy pond, social activities and friendly neighbors
By Andrea Iglar
Lakemont Farms in South Fayette
Township is known not only for a duck
pond, but also for a neighborly atmosphere.
Residents of the community make a
point to help each other, doing yard work
for older adults, for example, or shopping
for homebound neighbors during the
coronavirus pandemic.
“It’s really important for all of us
to look out for each other,” said Peggy
VanHorn, president of the Lakemont Farms
Homeowners’ Association. “Everyone
knows if they need help, it’s there.”
The planned
community was
built from 1989
to 1998 east of
Washington
Pike, near
modern-day
Giant Eagle,
Portman’s Farm
Market and
Portman’s Country
Commons.
The neighborhood
was carved from Portman’s
Farm, which had operated a dairy farm,
produce farm, and farm market since 1932.
Lakemont Farms includes 189 singlefamily homes and townhomes, plus one of
two former farm ponds attracting ducks,
heron and other wildlife.
In 2003, Colleen Patel's family bought
a house in Lakemont Farms that they
thought would be a starter home, but
ended up staying and raising three children.
Plus, her parents recently joined them in
the neighborhood.
"We find ourselves here 17 years later
because it has been an amazing place to
raise our children," Ms. Patel said.
"We know many neighbors are keeping
an eye on them, supporting them and
making this community a place where you
always see a friendly face."
As members of the Lakemont Farms
HOA, residents enjoy a busy roster of social
activities, plus catch-and-release pond
fishing, a swimming pool, a clubhouse, and
courts for playing tennis, basketball and
pickleball. (These private amenities are
open to Lakemont residents only.)
“The friendliness of the neighborhood
is a great asset, and the fact that we have
different activities here for all age groups,”
said Lynne Johnson, a 25-year resident
@SouthFayetteTwp

South Fayette Township

of Lakemont Farms and secretary of the
homeowners’ association.
Traditionally—that is, outside of the
coronavirus pandemic—homeowners
organize a variety of activities such as book
and movie clubs, gardening groups, exercise
events, food truck visits, coffee and lunch
gatherings, summer cookouts and holiday
parties.
Last year, the community organized
pandemic-safe activities such as a
Halloween coloring contest, a home holiday
decorating contest and a Christmas
Eve luminary display.
Residents also
participated in
philanthropic
efforts such as
sewing face
masks for health
care workers,
delivering
activity books to
residents of nearby
Elmcroft Senior
Living and holding food
drives. During two collections
in 2020, they raised thousands of dollars
and several carloads of groceries for the
Bridgeville Area Food Bank, which serves
South Fayette.
“It just adds to the friendliness of the
community when people are willing to do
those things together,” Ms. VanHorn said.
Lakemont Farms is popular, and when
a home is up for sale, it doesn’t stay on the
market long. While part of the attraction
is the proximity to Interstate 79, the
neighborhood also draws people who are
seeking a sense of community.
Ms. VanHorn and her husband, Russell,
moved to the neighborhood five years
ago when they retired. She likes that the
community is friendly, walkable and active,
and that her neighbors represent a mix of
ages and backgrounds.
“Longevity of some of our residents
is really a plus, and then new folks come
in with new ideas and a lot of energy,” she
said. “There’s a strong sense of belonging
here.”
For information about homeowner
associations and neighborhoods in South
Fayette, visit southfayettepa.com/hoa.
If you represent a neighborhood association,
please connect with the township at
southfayettepa.com/rollcall.

@SouthFayettePA
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▲ Lakemont Farms residents Sam Provil,
Peggy VanHorn, Nikki O'Brien and Nancy
Provil prepare to place small paper
lanterns, called luminaries, around the
neighborhood for Christmas Eve in 2019.
(Submitted photo)
◀ Opposite Page
Top: The Lakemont Farms entrance sign sits
at the intersection of Pinewood Drive and
Lakemont Drive. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)
Center: A great blue heron is poised at the
edge of the neighborhood pond. (Photo by
Colleen Patel)
Bottom: Autumn leaves fall on Lakemont
Drive. (Photo by Colleen Patel)

Children play in the Patel family's yard during the informal Camp Lakemont,
organized by neighborhood girls Mia Patel, Megan Coll, Emily Rose and Marissa Stock.
(Photo by Colleen Patel)

The pond
shimmers in
Lakemont
Farms near the
clubhouse in
spring 2020.

Photo by Colleen Patel

South Fayette

AROUND THE TOWNSHIP
Page family wins snowman
photo contest
The Page family is winner of the
snowman photo contest that South
Fayette Township Parks and Recreation
held on social media in December.
The winning photo (right) received the
most "likes" and "loves" on Facebook
and Instagram.
Pictured are Alyssa and Vince Page,
along with their daughters Isla, 1, and
Everly, 3, in front of their home on
Battery Drive in South Fayette.
They created two snowmen—one taller
than 7 feet, and the other nearly 6 feet.
The hats are a plant pot and toy bucket;
the mouths and buttons are charcoal;
the arms are twigs; and the eyes are
rocks.
—Andrea Iglar

Diamond Sponsors - Joy-Thru Fairview - Thank you!

LAFAYETTE MEADOW
New Model Home!
Now performing weekdays
and weekends
Learning is a passionate and personal pursuit. For
each child, it carries its own momentum, power
and rhythm. Confidence and creativity grow in
and out of the classroom, and at Kiddie
Academy®, we recognize that it's never too early
to nurture every learning opportunity.
kiddieacademy.com/south-fayette
(412) 221-5658

The newest community in South Fayette with
stunning views, up to 6 bedrooms, 3-car garages
& located between Robinson and Southpointe.
• Up to 6 bedrooms with an option for a guest bedroom
on the ﬁrst ﬂoor & up to 3,300+ sq. ft. of living space
• Gourmet kitchens with over-sized islands, granite
countertops and stainless steel appliances
• 2 and 3-car garages, with included side-entries
when available and Much More!

Schedule Your One-On-One Appointment!
412.319.7429
Kiddie Academy of South Fayette
3169 Washington Pike
South Fayette, PA 15017
8|
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High school
senior selected for
national choir
South Fayette High School
senior Ariel Cameroe
Radinovic (pictured in her
choir robe) was named to
the National Association
for Music Education's 2020
national choir.
She will join 240
fellow singers for a
recorded performance to
premiere online during the
organization's Music In Our
Schools Month in March.
Last spring, Ariel
also participated in Grammy Award-winning composer and
conductor Eric Whitacre’s virtual choir—the largest ever
assembled, with 17,572 vocalists from 129 countries.
Ariel had auditioned through the Pennsylvania Music
Educators Association, earning first place in Pennsylvania for
her voice part, Alto 2.
She is a member of the high school’s Vocal Point Select
Choir directed by Christine Elek and has performed the
National Anthem at South Fayette Community Day.
—Andrea Iglar

Diamond Sponsor - Thanks for Giving - Thank you!

N eighbors like you

are the reason we’re
a neighborhood
bank.

Remembering Tom Cross
Thomas T. Cross had served the Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 586 in South Fayette for 50 years.
Mr. Cross, who died in July at age 94, was the post's last
surviving World War II veteran.
To honor his service, post members have installed a plaque
and a photo of Mr. Cross inside the entrance to the VFW
building in the Cuddy neighborhood.
Pictured is post quartermaster Dennis Zaney holding the
photo of Mr. Cross.
Mr. Cross, of South Fayette, served with the U.S. Army
during the Battle of the Bulge in Belgium.
He was a former VFW post commander and recipient of
the Bronze Star, Purple Heart and Combat Infantry Badge.
He also had served as a volunteer firefighter and a South
Fayette Township commissioner.
The VFW is a nonprofit veterans service organization
composed of eligible veterans and military service
members. The South Fayette post accepts memberships
and welcomes the public for food purchases.
South Fayette VFW: 637 Millers Run Road, South Fayette;
412-257-2499; Facebook @CuddyVFWPost586.
—Andrea Iglar

Gold Sponsor - Children's Program - Thank you!
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South Fayette

BUSINESS

Over the Bar Bicycle Café opens in South Fayette
Bike-themed restaurant features artwork, outdoor patio
Story & Photos by Andrea Iglar

Chamber raises money for
nonprofits and food pantry
The South West Communities
Chamber of Commerce raised
money over the holiday season for
local nonprofits and community
members in need of food.
Through a virtual holiday event and
gift basket raffle in December, the
chamber raised nearly $2,000 for 21
nonprofit chamber members. South
Fayette Township sponsored the
event.
Beneficiaries included organizations
such as the Rotary Club, Lions
Club, South Fayette Library, Junior
Achievement, Wesley Spectrum and
South West Meals on Wheels.
The chamber also collected
hundreds of dollars and dozens of
bags of food for its Free Little Pantry
outside the chamber building at 990
Washington Pike in Collier.
"Thanks to a remarkable community
effort, we have enough food and
donations to keep those in need fed
well into the new year," chamber
director Mandi Pryor said.
South Hills residents in need of
food may help themselves from the
year-round pantry. Nonperishable
food and monetary donations are
accepted at the chamber building.
Details: 412-221-4100,
southwestcommunitieschamber.org.
Chamber communities include
South Fayette, Bridgeville, Collier,
Upper St. Clair, Scott, Heidelberg
and Carnegie.
—Andrea Iglar
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On a straightaway just before Chartiers
programs, and he plans to advocate for
Creek bends 180 degrees, hawks and heron
expanded trail networks in the local area.
soar over a new restaurant and bar in South
Originally from Sharon in Mercer
Fayette—Over The Bar Bicycle Café.
County, Mr. Kotyk formerly worked for
The eatery embraces the outdoor
the original Quaker Steak & Lube and then
location and, although there is plenty of
moved to Pittsburgh, where he attended
car parking, celebrates a form of open-air
graduate school and worked as a landscape
transportation: the bicycle.
architect specializing in trail planning.
A bike rack and repair station sit
He is on the board of BikePGH, a
outside, along a path in the Hastings
nonprofit that works to expand biking and
neighborhood on
walking opportunities.
Mayview Road.
Mr. Kotyk said
Outdoor patio
Inside, colorful
opening his restaurant
(image courtesy of
murals on ceilings
has been more
OTB Hastings)
and walls depict the
challenging than
toothed chainrings
expected due to the
of bicycle gears,
coronavirus pandemic,
along with displays
but the local community
of vintage bicycles, a
has been supportive.
four-seat tandem bike
When operating
and fixtures formed
at full capacity, the
from bike parts.
6,000-square-foot
Mosaics adorning
restaurant can seat up to
the outdoor patio are
168 patrons inside and
punctuated by a wall-mounted bicycle.
72 outside, on a patio warmed with 11 large
The ambience ties into the menu,
heaters and two fire pits.
which includes a locally brewed beer called
OTB Hastings offers takeout service
Gravel Grinder and sandwiches named The
for food, beer, wine and cocktails, plus
Trail Builder and Bike Lane BLT.
indoor and outdoor dining, as permitted
“Besides just being a restaurant with
by COVID-19 safety guidelines. Online
our whole bicycle theme, we promote
ordering is available.
healthy lifestyles and active living,” owner
The bar has 16 beers on tap, plus bottles
and founder Michael Kotyk said. “We’re all
and cans. About 90 percent of the beers are
about people being outside.”
local, including Gravel Grinder, an India
The South Fayette location is the third
pale ale that Dancing Gnome Brewery in
for Mr. Kotyk, who opened his first Over
Sharpsburg created in collaboration with
The Bar, or OTB, on the South Side 12 years OTB. The beer can design matches a mural
ago, followed by one in North Park 6 years
on the ceiling of the OTB Hastings bar.
ago. OTB Hastings opened in December.
The rotating menu generally includes
Self-described foodies and avid cyclists, appetizers, salads, wings, burgers,
Mr. Kotyk and his wife, Erin, a school
sandwiches and “healthy ride
psychologist, live in Upper St. Clair with
bowls,” with vegetarian and
their children Aidan, 13, and Addison, 10.
gluten-free options. Kids
In 2018, they started working with the
under 10 can choose from
developer of the Hastings plan, Charter
items named Strider, Tandem
Homes & Neighborhoods, to open a
and The Tricycle.
restaurant close to home, along the creek
“Some people make fun of
and active railroad tracks.
me for my so-called ‘kitschy’
“We felt there weren’t too many
menu names,” Mr. Kotyk said,
options in the South Hills besides chains,”
“but I like to bring fun into
Mr. Kotyk said. “We felt we could do good
the restaurant.”
business here.”
Over the Bar Bicycle Café
His business already has ties to
at Hastings: 1595 Mayview
the cycling community. Mr. Kotyk has
Road, South Fayette; 412-319established OTB as a bicycle-friendly
7212, Facebook, Instagram,
employer through local and national
otbbicyclecafe.com/hastings.
@SouthFayetteTwp

South Fayette Township

@SouthFayettePA

South Fayette Township

Michael Kotyk
opened Over The
Bar Bicycle Cafe
in the Hastings
neighborhood
of South Fayette
in December.
Bike-themed
decor includes real
bicycle parts under
the bar surface.

A custom mosaic depicting the restaurant and
Chartiers Creek adorns the outdoor patio.

▼ The ceiling mural in the bar at OTB Hastings matches
the artwork on cans of Gravel Grinder, a beer developed in
partnership with Dancing Gnome Brewery of Sharpsburg.

The dining room includes bike decor, such as
this vintage tandem four-seat bicycle.
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Compiled by
Andrea
Iglar

HISTORICAL FUN FACTS
with General Lafayette

South Fayette Township
is named for me:
Gilbert du Motier,
Marquis de Lafayette
(1757-1834), a French
general who served
the United States in the
American Revolution.
I am remembered for
supporting representative
government and
contributing to the
achievement of American
independence.

Established as a
farming community,
the population of
South Fayette grew by
250 percent from 1890
to 1910, when extensive
coal mining and oil
drilling occurred.

The first non-native settler
was a man of English descent
named Miller, who built at the
mouth of the creek Millers Run
before 1768 and later sold his
land to the Campbell family.
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12 |

SouthFayettePA.com

@SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

The first
permanent
settler on
record was
Christopher
Lesnett, who
came to the
area before
1770.

South Fayette Township

@SouthFayettePA

South Fayette
Township was
formed in 1842
from the larger
Fayette Township,
which contained
a portion of
the Mingo trail
and was noted
for numerous
conflicts between
settlers and Native
Americans.

South Fayette Township
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Budget allows for expansion without tax increase
Growth continues despite the coronavirus pandemic

superintendent and foreman.
With another officer on board,
Recreation 1%
Licenses 3%
Other
the police will be able to add a second
Public Safety 3%
South Fayette Township has adopted a
investigator position—part of an
$13.9 million operating budget for 2021
ongoing restructuring to bolster
with no tax increase.
the department’s effectiveness and
Intergovernmental
The township property tax rate
efficiency.
Real Estate
7%
remains at 4.73 mills, equivalent to $473
Once the
(Property)
Tax
per $100,000 in assessed property value.
new position is
53%
For a home valued at $152,100—the
added, the police
median property value in South Fayette,
department will
according to Allegheny County—the
include 12 patrol
2021 PROJECTED REVENUE
township tax bill is about $719.
officers, five
In addition, the township approved
sergeants, two
$13,900,031
a $13 million capital improvement
investigators,
plan for roads, parks, equipment and
one lieutenant,
Earned Income Tax
& Local Service
facilities.
the police
Tax
The budget reflects the local
chief and the
33%
government’s ability to keep pace
administrative
with community growth, even during
assistant.
the COVID-19 pandemic, Township
“The budget
Manager John Barrett said.
supports the
“We’re definitely fortunate,” he said.
ability of the departments to grow along
Unlike many communities during the pandemic, South Fayette with the community,” Mr. Barrett said.
has not experienced a revenue decline and can expand staffing and
The budget also establishes a reliable
projects without raising taxes, Mr. Barrett said.
funding source for capital projects, which may expand, replace,
Highlights for 2021 include:
maintain or improve public assets such as infrastructure, facilities
and equipment with a useful life of at least 10 years.
• $1.5 million for the annual road paving program
The township has developed a five-year plan to guide capital
• $1.7 million transfer to a fund for capital projects
spending, with $13 million in projects under consideration in 2021.
Priorities include completing the annual road paving program,
• $47,000 first-time contribution to SouthBridge EMS, the
preparing
property on Hickory Grade Road for a new police station
nonprofit ambulance service based in South Fayette
and township office building, and constructing a driveway that
• $165,000 contribution to South Fayette Township Library
connects Mayview Road with Fairview Park, where a splash pad,
(increase of $22,000)
baseball fields and other amenities eventually will be built.
• One additional police officer
The 2021 operating budget shows a transfer of $1.7 million to
the capital reserve, a fund that also includes grants, surplus money
• One additional public works laborer/driver
from previous years, and other monetary sources.
Coupled with recent equipment investments, the additional
“The budget is showing a commitment to capital projects,”
laborer position will help the Public Works Department maintain
Mr. Barrett said. “We’re really investing in our parks, amenities and
parks, roads and other infrastructure, Mr. Barrett said. With the
public spaces.”
addition, the department will have 16 laborers plus the director,
Details: southfayettepa.com/budget.

Story & Illustrations by
Andrea Iglar

2021 Budget &
2020 Year in

How does the township spend my tax money?

Review

Taxes paid to South Fayette Township, your local government, helps support numerous public services, such as:
Police Department
Road Maintenance & Snow Removal

Online Communications
(website, social media, news, alerts)

Emergency
Management

Recycling and Trash Collection (contract with
Waste Management)

Stormwater Management
Building Permits & Inspections

Parks (Fairview Park, Sturgeon Park, etc.)

Code Enforcement & Zoning

Recreation Programs (camps, classes, etc.)

Planning & Engineering

Fire protection
(contributions to
the township’s four
volunteer fire departments)

Community Events (Community Day,
fireworks, etc.)

Economic Development

Magazine: South Fayette Connect

Township Administration
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Emergency Medical Service (contribution to
nonprofit ambulance provider SouthBridge)
Library (contribution to South Fayette Library,
which is an independent entity)
@SouthFayettePA

South Fayette Township

Where Township Dollars Go
In the $13.9 million operating budget for 2021, major areas of spending are police, public works and waste collection. Money
earmarked for the capital reserve helps fund road paving and investments related to infrastructure, facilities, parks and equipment.
Police
Department
29%

Public
Works
20%

Capital
Reserve
13%

Trash &
Recycling
9%

Code, Zoning,
Planning &
Engineering 6%

Debt
Service
4%

1% OR LESS EACH
Insurance & Benefits
Library Contribution
Parks
Information Technology
Tax Collection
Government Buildings
Legal Services
Pension Transfer
Other

Administration Fire & EMS Recreation
6%
4%
2%

Here's the scoop on property taxes
Three independent entities—
South Fayette Township, the
South Fayette School District
and Allegheny County—
collect real estate taxes from
property owners.
South Fayette voters have
elected Kevin Biber as the
Real Estate Tax Collector
to accept tax payments for
both the township and the
school district. The Allegheny
County Treasurer collects
county taxes.
Elected officials for each
entity set their annual
property tax rates.
The five-member Board of
Commissioners sets the
tax rate for the township
government (4.73 mills,
or $473 per $100,000 in
assessed value).
This property tax revenue
funds more than half of the

municipality’s annual budget,
including police service,
road maintenance, trash
and recycling collection,
parks and recreation, code
enforcement and many other
public services.
Allegheny County Council
sets the county rate, which
coincidentally is the same as
the township rate: 4.73 mills.
Township and county taxes
each account for 13 percent
of a property owner's total
local property taxes paid.
The nine-member school
board sets the tax rate for the
public school district (26.7
mills, or $2,670 per $100,000
in value).
School taxes are the most
expensive, accounting for
74 percent of total property
taxes.

South Fayette
Township
Board of
Commissioners
5 elected

4.73 mills
$473

South Fayette
School District
School Board
9 elected

26.7 mills
$2,670

per $100,000 assessed value

per $100,000 assessed value

Township Expenses

School Expenses

—Andrea Iglar
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▶ South Fayette
Police Chief
John Phoennik's
office computer
displays a sample
recording from
Officer Sawyer
Gray's body-worn
camera. The
180-degree field
of vision shows
the chief walking
toward the
officer, along with
peripheral objects
and activity.

CANDID
V

ideo cameras
are great for
capturing
memories and posting
special moments on social
media.
They also serve as an
important safety tool for law
enforcement.
The South Fayette
Township Police
Department started a
body-worn camera program
in October to enhance
the safety of officers and
citizens.
At the beginning of
each shift, officers clip a
pager-size camera onto their
vest or shirt to record video
and audio of on-the-job
interactions with the public.
When officers answer a
call or conduct a traffic stop,
their camera lights up red to
show the exchange is being
recorded.
Police Chief John
Phoennik said the goal
is to capture evidence of
circumstances that occur
between officers and
16 |
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▶ Officer Sawyer
Gray enters a police
car wearing a video
camera on her vest.

@SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

citizens, rather than relying
on potentially conflicting
reports afterward.
The camera captures
activity and objects within
a 180-degree field of vision.
Although the cameras
don’t guarantee that
every situation will be
fully accounted for, the
recordings can provide
valuable evidence, he said.
“It gives us another
tool to protect officers and
to protect people who may
be mistreated by police,”
Chief Phoennik said. “It
works both ways.”
Both parties knowing
they are being recorded
encourages greater civility
on both sides, potentially
preventing certain
situations from escalating
to levels that require a use
of force, Chief Phoennik
said.
South Fayette police
officer Sawyer Gray said
she conducts herself
appropriately regardless
of whether she is being
South Fayette Township

@SouthFayettePA

South Fayette Township

Police
wear video
recorders
to enhance
officer and
citizen safety

◀ Body-worn video
cameras, which are
marked with officer
badge numbers,
charge and download
in a docking station
at the South Fayette
Township Police
Department.

◀ South Fayette police officer
Sawyer Gray adjusts the video
camera on her vest inside a
police vehicle in December.

CAMERAS

P ol

ice

recorded, but the camera provides a layer
of protection if her behavior were ever
questioned.
“I feel like if something bad happened,
this now will back me up as far as my
account of things,” she said.
In the field, officers may verbally
inform citizens they are being recorded but
are not required to do so.
At the end of their shifts, officers
place their cameras into
a docking station for
charging and automatic
video download.
Most camera
footage is stored
on a secure
server for
six months
and then is
automatically
deleted unless
an officer asks
the chief in
writing to save it
as evidence.
Officer Gray
said she would request
that a recording be
saved if it involved anything
“serious in nature,” such as an arrest
or other incident that could end up in

Bo

W
dy -

“It gives us another tool to protect officers
and to protect people who may be
mistreated by police."

court.
The
—Police Chief John Phoennik
chief saves
all footage of
encounters
that involve an officer using force—for example, physical restraint or weapon use.
According to the police department’s body-worn camera policy, officers are permitted
to review their own footage but not the recordings of other officers, unless the video is
presented by the chief in an educational context.
Recordings may end up in court, but they are not available to the public.
Body-worn cameras have become increasingly common in police
departments.
A 2016 report from the U.S. Department of Justice said nearly half
of the country’s law enforcement agencies acquired the cameras
to help improve officer safety, increase evidence quality, reduce
civilian complaints and decrease agency liability.
Over the past several years, more police departments have
added cameras.
Last year, South Fayette Township was awarded a
matching federal grant of $25,000 to purchase body cameras
for the police department’s 20 officers.
The grant, administered through the Pennsylvania
Commission on Crime and Delinquency, is from the U.S.
Bureau of Justice Assistance Body-Worn Camera Policy and
Implementation Program.
Chief Phoennik said the camera program enhances police
accountability.
“The township benefits from having a professional, transparent
police department,” he said.

o r n C a m e ra

Questions about the police body camera program? Read the Chief's Corner blog at
southfayettepa.com/chiefblog, or contact Chief Phoennik: 412-221-2170, jphoennik@sftwp.com.
South Fayette Connect | Winter 2021 | 17

Green Sponsor - Joy-Thru Fairview - Thank you!

JOIN THE REBELLION®
3 checking accounts. Your choice of rewards.
• Rewards, paid each month*
• No minimum balance to earn your rewards
• Plus, we’ll refund your ATM fees, nationwide*

*After monthly qualifications are met.
Stop in or call a bank representative for
additional account information and
qualification requirements.

South Fayette Office
173 Millers Run Road
Bridgeville, PA 15017
(412) 221.1026 washfin.bank
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Photos by Daniel Thompson Photography, with select photos courtesy of Jackie von Thun. Snow background by kjpargeter / Freepik.

Green Sponsor - Joy-Thru Fairview - Thank you!
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Youth programs continue online
The South Fayette Township Library, 515 Millers Run Road,
offers free take-and-make kits and virtual programs for
children, tweens and teens.
Stay updated on social media, or sign up for a weekly
e-newsletter: southfayettelibrary.org/emaillist.

Teen & Tween (Ages 11 & up)
Manga/Anime Club
Mondays Feb. 8 & March 8 @ 8 PM, Discord Server

Details: 412-257-8660, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter,
YouTube, southfayettelibrary.org.

Young Adult Book Club
Mondays Feb. 1 & March 1 @ 8 PM,
Discord Server

Weekly on Social Media
Sensory Storytime (Ages 2 – 6)
Mondays @ 11 AM, Facebook Live

Game Night
Tuesdays @ 7 PM, Discord Server

STEAM Challenges (Preschool – Age 10)
Mondays @ 2 PM, YouTube

Treat Yo’ Self Fridays
Fridays @ 2 PM, YouTube, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter
Feb. 5: Anti-Valentine's Day String Art
Feb. 12: It's Electric! Valentine's Card
Feb. 19: Sugar Cookies Mug Recipe
Feb. 26: Art Journal Prompts
March 5: Chamomile Soap
March 12: Kawaii Coffee Cozy
March 19: Scrambled Egg Mug Recipe

Authors and Activities (Ages 2 – 6)
Tuesdays @ 11 AM, YouTube
Kindergarten Readiness (Preschoolers)
Thursdays @ 11 AM, YouTube
Storytime for Toddlers (Ages 2 – 6)
Fridays @ 11 AM, Facebook

Take & Make STEAM Kits (Preschool - Age 10)
A limited quantity of each kit becomes available on the first
Monday of each month. Sign up under "Schedule a Curbside
Pickup" on the library website.

Teen Unseen Bag
Each month, sign up for a themed mystery bag with library
books, crafts, activities and other loot. Sign up under
"Schedule a Curbside Pickup" on the library website.

February: Glow in the Dark
March: Leprechaun Traps
April: Nature and Earth Day

Teen Hangout & Homework Help! To join the Discord server,
email Carrie: loweryc2@einetwork.net.

Diamond Sponsor - Children's Program - Thank you!

Library
offers
adult craft
project, book club
Starting Mon. Feb. 1, a free take-andmake kit will be available to adults to
create a string-art heart on wood from
The Wooden Loft in South Fayette.
Call 412-257-8660 or sign up under
"Schedule a Curbside Pickup" at
southfayettelibrary.org.
An adult book club, Between Two
Libraries Book Group, meets online via
Zoom at 1 p.m. on the first Tuesday of
every month. On March 2, the group
will discuss the novel "Remarkable
Creatures" by Tracy Chevalier. For the
Zoom link, email Sarah: grebinoskis@
einetwork.net.
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Banners to honor service members
By Andrea Iglar
You can honor a veteran or active service member as part of a
military banner program that starts this year in South Fayette.
The program will display banners that recognize South Fayette
Township residents, past and present, who serve or have served in
any branch of the U.S. military.
Each year from Memorial Day to Veterans Day, township Public
Works crews will display the 24" x 36" double-sided banners on
utility poles along streets such as Washington Pike and Millers Run
Road. All banners include a name, photo and military branch.
On Veterans Day, township Commissioner Rebecca Sray said
she wanted to recognize South Fayette veterans with the banners.
"I go to other communities and see that, and it is something
that I would like to pursue," she said.
Anyone wishing to recognize a service member must submit
an application, a photo of the service member in uniform and a $115
payment. A financial hardship program is available.
Families also have the option of purchasing additional 12" x 18"
replica yard banners for $20 each.
Each banner package includes a presence on the tribute website
troopbanners.com/southfayette and a one-time appearance in
South Fayette Connect magazine.
Register with a paper application and check, or sign up online
with a credit card at southfayettepa.com/military.
See the following two pages for the program flyer and application.

Platinum Sponsor - Joy-Thru Fairview - Thank you!

Investigating the Past,
Evaluating the Present, Shaping the Future!

117 Sagamore Hill Road| Pittsburgh, PA 15239 | 724.327.7474 | www.kuresources.com
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Military Banner Application
Andrea Iglar, Director of Communications
412-221-8700 x 231 / aiglar@sftwp.com

YOUR INFORMATION
Name _____________________________________________________ Phone _________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________________________
Email to Send Banner Proof: __________________________________________________________________________
SERVICE MEMBER INFORMATION
The service member being honored is or was a resident of South Fayette Township.

 Yes

 No

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Rank ______________________________________________________ _Branch of Military _______________________
Division/Squad _____________________________________________________________________________________
Conflict (if any) _____________________________________________________________________________________
Notes ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Medals of Valor Received – Documentation is required Choose all that apply:
☐ Purple Heart ☐ Medal of Honor ☐ Silver Star
Special Acknowledgments
☐ KIA

☐ MIA

☐POW

☐ Air Force Cross ☐ Distinguished Service Cross ☐ Navy Cross

Date (if known)
PAYMENT INFORMATION

Required:

Display Banner (24” x 36”)

Optional:

Keepsake Replica Yard Banner (12” x 18”)

+ $115.00
Qty: _____ x $20 each

TOTAL Payment Amount:

= $ ______________________
= $ ______________________

PLEASE SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING TO:
South Fayette Township / Attn: Military Banner Program / 515 Millers Run Road / South Fayette, PA 15064
1. Completed application
2. Check payable to “South Fayette Township”
3. Photo with service member in uniform
• Scan photo at 600 dpi and email to aiglar@sftwp.com; or
• Schedule scanning service of original photo by calling 412-221-8700 x 231

-OR- APPLY & PAY ONLINE: www.SouthFayettePA.com/military
Special placement requests will not be permitted. Banner proof will be sent via email and also will be available online at
www.TroopBanners.com/SouthFayette. Proof approval is required prior to printing. You are responsible for replacing your
banner if it becomes tattered, torn or destroyed (by natural or unnatural events). You will be notified if the banner becomes
unsuitable for public display and have the opportunity to order another. South Fayette Township is not responsible for the
banners. All banners on display must be ordered through this program. Please contact Andrea Iglar at 412-221-8700 ext. 231 or
aiglar@sftwp.com if you have questions or wish to seek program assistance for financial hardship.
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Trash & Recycling Curbside Collection
Garbage is collected weekly. Recycling is picked up every 2 weeks. Pickup
is split into Thursday and Friday. If a holiday falls before a pickup day,
collection is delayed one day (Thursday moves to Friday, and Friday
moves to Saturday). Observed holidays are New Year's Day, Memorial
Day, July 4th, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day. Find your
service day and full calendar at SouthFayettePA.com/recyclingguide.
Place bins at the curb the night before. DO NOT BAG recyclables.

Feb.
Thurs. Jan. 28
Fri. Jan. 29
Trash Collection
Recycling

March
Thurs. March 4
Fri. March 5
Trash Collection

April
Thurs. April 1
Fri. April 2
Trash Collection

South Fayette Township
South Fayette Township

515 Millers Run Road, South Fayette PA 15064
412-221-8700
SouthFayettePA.com
facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship
instagram.com/SouthFayettePA
twitter.com/SouthFayetteTwp
linkedin.com/company/SouthFayetteTownship

John M. Barrett, Township Manager
Communications &
Community Development
Andrea Iglar, Director

Parks & Recreation
Paula Willis, Director

Thurs. Feb. 4
Fri. Feb. 5
Trash Collection

Thurs. Feb. 11
Fri. Feb. 12
Trash Collection
Recycling

Administration
Peggy Patterson, Executive Assistant
Shannen McKahan, Finance Officer
Patrick J. Catena, Assistant Manager

Thurs. March 11
Fri. March 12
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. March 18
Fri. March 19
Trash Collection

Thurs. April 8
Fri. April 9
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. April 15
Fri. April 16
Trash Collection

Planning, Engineering,
Building & Code
Lynette King, Assistant
Gary Hartz, Building Code Official
Joe Niedermeyer, Inspector
John Kanaskie, Engineer Technician

Public Works
Butch Truitt, Director
Nick Nickolas, Superintendent
Dan Dernosek, Foreman

Police
John Phoennik, Chief of Police
Evonne Williams, Police Secretary
Police Business Office: 412-221-2170
Emergency & Dispatch: 9-1-1

Community Resources
South Fayette Township Library

Benjamin Hornfeck, 412-257-8660, SouthFayetteLibrary.org

South Fayette Area Senior Citizens Association
Margie Smith, 412-221-3730, SouthFayettePA.com/seniors

Thurs. Feb. 18
Fri. Feb. 19
Trash Collection

Thurs. Feb. 25
Fri. Feb. 26
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. March 25
Fri. March 26
Trash Collection
Recycling
Trash,
Recycling
& Reuse Info

Thurs. April 22
Fri. April 23
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. April 29
Fri. April 30
Trash Collection

South Fayette School District

Dr. Kenneth Lockette, 412-221-4542, SouthFayette.org

Historical Society of South Fayette Township

Emily Brady, sfhistory3@aol.com, SouthFayettePA.com/history

Tax Collectors

Real Estate Tax, Kevin Biber: 412-221-9250, SouthFayettePA.com/tax
Earned Income Tax, Jordan Tax Service: 412-835-5243, JordanTax.com

Municipal Authority (Dye Tests & Sanitary Sewers)
Jerry Brown, 412-257-5100, MATSF.net

South West Communities Chamber of Commerce

Mandi Pryor, 412-221-4100, SouthWestCommunitiesChamber.org

Volunteer Fire Departments in South Fayette

Collection Calendar:
SouthFayettePA.com/RecyclingGuide
Trash & Recycling Information:
SouthFayettePA.com/Recycle

Cuddy, Fairview, Oak Ridge, Sturgeon: SouthFayettePA.com/fire

Waste Management:
wm.com; 1-800-866-4460

Police, Fire, Ambulance: 9-1-1

RECYCLE OFTEN:

Plastic Bottles, Jars
& Jugs (labeled #1 and #2)

Food & Beverage Cans

Flattened Cardboard
& Paperboard

Paper

Steel, tin & aluminum soda,
vegetable, fruit & tuna cans

Brown paper bags, non-cconfidential office paper,
newspaper, magazines

RECYCLE RIGHT:
Things you can do to ensure quality material is recycled:

NO Food Waste

NO Plastic Bags & Film

(Compost instead!)

(Find a recycling site at
plasticfilmrecycling.org.)

NO Needles

(Keep medical waste out of recycling.
Place in safe disposal containers like
Waste Management’s MedWaste
Tracker® box.)

NO Glass Bottles &
Containers

NO Foam Cupss
& Containers
(Check Earth911.org for options.)

NO Recyclables in
Plastic Bags

MISSED
PICKUP?
Report issues online 24/7:

South Fayette Township
2021 Collection Schedule

SouthFAYETTEPA.COM/REQUEST

Trash is collected weekly. Recycling is collected every other week.
Recyclables must be inside recycling cart. Please do not bag recyclables.
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Recycle Week

Holiday

Red dates indicate garbage collection ONLY

www.SouthFayettePA.com/recycle

