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Manager's Message

JOHN M. BARRETT

I

n this issue of South Fayette
Connect, we recognize the
dedicated, hardworking volunteers
of the South Fayette Township fire
service.
South Fayette is fortunate
to be served by four high-quality fire
departments that are staffed 100 percent
by volunteers.
This issue’s cover story helps us gain
a deeper appreciation for their sacrifice
and community service, as they devote
time away from family to respond to
emergency calls, protect our homes and
businesses, participate in training and
organize fundraisers.
With so many duties on their plate,
all four fire departments need more
volunteers.
Adults and youth have many opportunities to help, including options that don’t
require going into a burning building. For example, volunteers can assist with special
events, computer work and support tasks.
The fire service also needs the community's ongoing financial support.
Our volunteer fire departments—Fairview, Oak Ridge, South Fayette and Sturgeon—
could not survive without direct donations from individuals, families and businesses.
The township recognizes our fire departments as a valuable public safety service and
assists by offsetting operating costs and offering tax incentives to volunteers.
Our costs would be much higher if it weren’t for the devoted volunteers who have a
passion to serve.
We hope you will share our enthusiasm and pride for the fire service by continuing
to provide financial support to your local fire station and, if possible, by volunteering.
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South Fayette

SHORTS

Chat with police chief April 16

Leaf collection set for Sat. May 1

Chat with John Phoennik,
the South Fayette Township
police chief, during a virtual
session of Coffee with the
Chief from noon to 1 p.m.
Fri. April 16. Get the Zoom
link at southfayettepa.com/coffee.

Curbside leaf collection
is Sat. May 1 in South
Fayette. The night
before pickup, place
leaves and other yard
waste at the curb in
biodegradable paper
bags no heavier than
25 pounds each. Yard waste may include
leaves, hedge/tree/garden trimmings,
brush, lawn edging and grass clippings.

South Fayette recognized as
Banner Community

Parks and rec director
named to national top 30
Paula Willis, the parks and recreation
director for South Fayette Township,
has been named to the national
“30 Under 30” list by the National
Recreation and Park Association.
From more than 100 nominations,
the list recognizes the 30 "best
and brightest" park and recreation
professionals age 30 and under.
Recognition criteria included having
a positive impact on the community,
contributing to the professional field
and enacting innovative ideas.
The only Parks and Recreation
professional listed from
Pennsylvania, Ms. Willis is
featured in the January issue of
Parks & Recreation magazine:
southfayettepa.com/30under30.

For the fourth year, South Fayette
Township has been named
an Allegheny County Banner
Community. The designation
recognizes an outstanding
commitment to professional
development, prudent fiscal
management, transparency,
accountability and proactive
communications.

Boyce-Mayview road work starts

Free food for senior citizens
Free boxes of non-perishable food are
available each month to adults age
60 or older who meet certain income
guidelines. Details: 412-221-8700, ext. 217;
southfayettepa.com/foodbox.

Ambulance
subscriptions offered
SouthBridge EMS in
South Fayette is accepting
subscriptions for ambulance
service. Annual memberships are valid
from April 1, 2021, to March 31, 2022.
Options range from $50 to $80 a year.
Details: 412-221-5115 or
southbridgeems.com/membership.

Improvements to the intersection of
Boyce and Mayview roads is set for
March to November this year, with
detours planned. The Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation project
includes bridge
replacement,
additional turn
lanes and flood
control work.
The work had
been delayed
due to a
pandemic-related funding shortage but is
back on track thanks to COVID-19 relief
money: southfayettepa.com/roads.

Comprehensive Plan update
begins this year
South Fayette Township is starting the
process of updating the Comprehensive
Plan, which identifies goals and
strategies for community growth and
conservation. Look for opportunities to
share your opinions in the coming year:
southfayettepa.com/compplan.

Orange is the New Blue
A treatment plant that cleans up acid mine drainage began operating in January. Within weeks, the waters of Millers Run began
turning from orange—a hue indicating iron pollution from abandoned coal mines—to blue (see photos). The nonprofit South
Fayette Conservation Group completed the project thanks to a $13 million grant. The Gladden Discharge Active Treatment Plant
was built last year behind the Original Farmers Market on Route 50 in South Fayette.
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South Fayette opposes I-79 tolling plan

Meet

JOHN PHOENNIK

Officials say proposal would harm businesses, community
By Andrea Iglar
South Fayette Township opposes a plan to
charge a bridge toll on Interstate 79.
The Board of Commissioners
adopted a resolution March 10 against the
state proposal to impose a toll near the
Bridgeville interchange of I-79, which is
located in South Fayette.
The resolution states motorists would
avoid the toll by using alternative routes
such as Route 50, causing “unmanageable
traffic congestion that will result in a lack
of business, lack of redevelopment and a
reduced quality of life."
The Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation has proposed charging a
$1 to $2 toll on the 87,000 cars and trucks
that pass through each day, in order to
fund up to $150 million in road and bridge
improvements near the interchange.
At a press conference in February,
Gwen Rodi, president of the township

South Fayette restaurant owner Mark
"Bubba" Snider says tolling Interstate 79
would harm his restaurants. He spoke at
a press conference Feb. 26 at the Beacon I
office building in Abele Business Park.

commissioners, called upon PennDOT to
reconsider the plan and to work with state
leaders to find alternative funding sources.
“I have been contacted by numerous
residents, business owners and employees
all concerned with the financial impact
PennDOT’s decision will have on everyone
in this area,” Commissioner Rodi said.
“We adamantly oppose this proposal.”
Business owner Mark “Bubba” Snider
of South Fayette said the toll would affect
the employees of his two restaurants—
Lucha Street Tacos in South Fayette and
Bubba’s Gourmet Burghers and Beer at
Southpointe.
Business has suffered due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, and the toll, he said,
“may be literally the nail in the coffin for
both of my businesses.”
According to PennDOT, project
construction could begin as early as 2023.
In the township resolution,
commissioners credit "direct, unfettered
access to I-79" with enabling redevelopment
and drawing significant investment to
South Fayette.
Commissioner Rodi said I-79 tolls
would adversely affect the business
community.
“Tolling will most definitely add
hardship," she said.
Submit your comments about the I-79 toll
proposal: penndot.gov/i79Bridgeville (scroll
to bottom of page); i79Bridgeville@pa.gov;
412-297-4088.

How To ... Display My House Number
If you live at 123 Main Street, emergency responders must be able to easily see the
house number “123” to swiftly, accurately respond to police, fire and ambulance
calls. Every owner or occupant should follow these rules for clearly displaying street
numbers on homes and businesses:

1
2
3

Numbers must be at least 4 inches
tall, with 6 inches recommended
for businesses.
Do not spell out numbers. Use
numerals and letters that contrast
with the background and have a
stroke width of at least a half-inch.
Place the numbers in a readily
visible spot near each entrance
that faces a public road.

4
5
T

In addition, mark both sides
of your mailbox if it is located
directly in front of your building.
Make sure the numbers are
not concealed by any object or
foliage such as bushes or trees.
ownship code officials may
require additional number
placement. Call 9-1-1 for police
and all emergencies.

J

ohn Phoennik was working in a
pizzeria when he met two police
officers who encouraged him to
pursue a career in law enforcement.
Now, 30 years later, he is chief of
the South Fayette Township Police
Department. "I went from pizza to
police work," he said.
Hometown: Grew up in Scott with
adoptive parents William and Ruth;
30-year resident of South Fayette
Family: Wife of 30 years, Shelley;
children Connor, 24; Courtney, 21;
and Rachel, 18
Education: CCAC associate degree
in criminal justice; Allegheny County
Police Academy; FBI Academy
Membership: Knights of Columbus;
FBI National Academy Associates
First Job: DJ for school dances
First Car: Chevy Malibu
Favorite Sports: Notre Dame
football; Steelers, Pirates & Penguins
Favorite TV: Seinfeld; Law & Order
Favorite Food: Chicken Parmesan
Favorite Band: Chicago
Bucket List: Visit
Hawaii and Ireland;
learn to play drums
Best Quality of South
Fayette: "The people."
Fun Fact: One year
for Christmas, John
ordered custom-made
bobbleheads for all the
police officers, including
himself (inset).
— Andrea Iglar
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South Fayette

NEIGHBORHOOD
SPOTLIGHT

Winchester Woods
Homeowner Association:
Winchester Woods HOA
Management Company: Acri
Community Realty
Built: 2002
Number of Homes: 60
Home Types: Single-family (2-story)
Location: Next to Boys Home Park
off Battle Ridge Road
Streets: Woodbridge Drive,
Turnberry Lane, Rutherglen Drive
(partial)
HOA Top Issues of Interest:
Speeding & Traffic Safety, Code
Enforcement, Development,
Township Regulations & Ordinances

Three streets, many advantages
Winchester Woods enjoys proximity to schools and park
By Andrea Iglar
Winchester Woods comprises only three streets, but living in the South Fayette
neighborhood has many advantages for families.
The 60-home neighborhood off Battle Ridge Road is only a mile from the South
Fayette school campus, and one of its roads leads to the township’s Boys Home Park.
The high points on Woodbridge Drive have views of skyscraper tops in Downtown
Pittsburgh.
“We can see the city from across the street at night,” said resident Tara Bender. “On
our second Fourth of July here, we saw 14 different fireworks.”
In May, Ms. Bender and her husband, Matt, will mark 18 years in Winchester
Woods, where they have raised their sons Nick, 17, and Zack, 15, students at South
Fayette High School.
Ms. Bender also is marking 17 years as president of the Winchester Woods
Homeowner Association.
Ms. Bender grew up in Central Pennsylvania and attended the University of
Pittsburgh. The Benders were living in Georgia when Matt's job transfer led them to
South Fayette.
“I was pregnant when we moved, and I wanted a good school district,” Ms. Bender
said.
The Benders looked at 55 houses in four days. Winchester Woods stood out for
having homes with both the kitchen and the garage on the first floor: “I couldn’t
imagine carrying groceries up the flights of steps and carrying a newborn baby.”
Ms. Bender also appreciated the nearby green spaces—a horse farm behind her
home, expansive views in front, and a park below, with a playground, pavilion, soccer
field and open space.
“It was nice to look out and see greenery and hills,” she said.
Winchester Woods, developed by Maronda Homes, has a peculiar layout.
Woodbridge Drive is not connected to the plan’s other two roads; it sits on a hill above
them that is accessed directly from Battle Ridge Road.
Going to Turnberry Drive requires passing through neighboring Battle Ridge
Estates.
The two neighborhoods share portions of Rutherglen Drive, a long road that ends
at Boys Home Park.
Overall, Ms. Bender has enjoyed living in Winchester Woods.
“I like the community support that South Fayette has,” she said.

Photos
Top Left: Homes on Woodbridge Drive and Turnberry Lane are perched on a hill above a Winchester Woods
neighborhood sign on Rutherglen Drive in South Fayette.
Bottom: Rutherglen Drive ends at South Fayette Township's Boys Home Park, giving homes in Winchester
Woods easy access to green space. (Photos by Andrea Iglar)
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CODE CORNER

Chickens
Code: South Fayette Township
Zoning Code, Agriculture: §240–103
Purpose: Provides for the safe
keeping of live poultry
Applies to: R-1 & R-2 residential
zoning districts
Code Violation: $500 maximum
daily fine, fees, court costs: §240–141
View the Code: southfayettepa.
com/chickencode
Zoning Map: southfayettepa.com/
zoningmap
Backyard Poultry Health & Safety:
southfayettepa.com/chickensafety

Don’t count your chickens before checking township code
Here's what you need to know to keep backyard poultry
By John Kanaskie
One of the most frequent inquiries we receive at South Fayette
Township is about keeping chickens.
Backyard chickens have become more popular in recent
years. Some folks want them for the fresh eggs, others want
them as pets and others want them because they think they’re
just so darn cute.
Whatever the reason, there are restrictions on where you
can keep chickens on your property.
Municipalities have different local laws for keeping
chickens. South Fayette Township’s ordinance says that
poultry, including chickens, can be kept only in the R-1 and R-2
residential zoning districts.
Any building—such as a chicken coop—used for keeping,
raising or feeding poultry must be located at least 100 feet
from the landowner's property line and, if applicable, the

owner's water well.
Additionally, chicken coops must be located at least 200
feet from street lines (where a street meets a lot line), adjacent
landowners' dwellings and neighbors' water wells.
Shelters for animals must sit at least 200 feet from any
property line.
All grazing and pasture areas must be adequately fenced.
Chickens are not allowed to roam free.
If you live in a planned community, check with your
homeowner association about keeping chickens.
Even if you can meet all of the township requirements,
your neighborhood organization may have its own rules and
restrictions.
John Kanaskie is the Code Enforcement Officer for South Fayette
Township: jkanaskie@sftwp.com.

Gold Sponsors - Bunny Hop Trail - Thank you!
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EQUIPMENT

UPGRADE
Front End Loader

Street Sweeper

Diamond Sponsors - Activity Boxes - Thank you!

N eighbors like you

are the reason we’re
a neighborhood
bank.
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Anna Tobias has opened T2 Fitness
in Abele Business Park—the Olympic
gold medalist's second gym in South
Fayette. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)

South Fayette

BUSINESS

Tropical Smoothie Cafe
under construction
A building for Tropical Smoothie Cafe
is under construction in the Gateway
Shops at Newbury.

T2 Takes Two
Olympian adds second studio to fitness business
By Andrea Iglar
An Olympic athlete has expanded her
fitness business in South Fayette.
Anna Tobias—who earned a gold
medal in sailing during the Beijing
2008 Olympic Games—opened T2
Fitness in September in Abele
Business Park.
She and her husband, Brad,
also own T2 CrossFit, just down
the road from the new gym.
“We have more opportunity
to do more classes,” Ms. Tobias
said. “We want to offer other options,
other solutions.”
Classes include cycling, rowing,
core blast and high-intensity interval
training, with yoga to be added.
Sessions are held seven days a week,
and everyone is eligible to take a free
trial class.
Coaches also offer sports
performance training, geared toward
high school and college students who
want to improve in a specific sport,
such as baseball, football or soccer.
“Whatever your sport is, we build
a program for you to excel,” Ms. Tobias
said.

Ms. Tobias had been looking
to expand from her CrossFit studio
before the COVID-19 pandemic, and
she followed through despite the extra
cleaning and safety protocols needed.
She hopes even more people
will be interested in fitness
when the pandemic is under
control.
“We’re hoping people will
want to kick-start their health
again,” she said. “Health and
fitness work hand in hand.”
A resident of Avella in Washington
County, Ms. Tobias (nee Tunnicliffe)
is an internationally top-ranked sailor
and competes at the highest level of
CrossFit.
As a fitness studio owner, she
gains satisfaction from helping people
achieve their fitness goals.
“We love helping people improve
their health,” she said. “It’s superrewarding to see people change their
lives.”
T2 Fitness: 100 Emerson Lane, Suite 1501,
South Fayette, 412-345-8323, Instagram,
t2fitnesstraining.com.

Do you work in Abele or Bursca business park? Receive 10 percent off your
T2 Fitness membership under the property owner's Tenant Perks Program:
burnsscalorealestate.com/perks.

The 1,600-square-foot restaurant
and drive-thru is expected to open
this summer along Route 50, near
Interstate 79.
Founded in Florida in 1997, the
chain has 16 other locations in
Pennsylvania, including in Moon
Township and Murrysville.
The menu includes smoothies,
toasted wraps, sandwiches,
flatbreads and quesadillas.
Details: tropicalsmoothiecafe.com.
—Andrea Iglar

T2 Fitness / T2 CrossFit is a
partner in the Live Well Allegheny
initiative to encourage and
enhance wellness and
healthy living:
southfayettepa.com/livewell.
South Fayette Connect | Spring 2021 | 7
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Vaccine Hunter

AROUND THE TOWNSHIP South Fayette volunteer helps book COVID-19 shots
By Andrea Iglar

Volunteer vaccine hunter Amy Price has
booked more than 100 COVID-19 vaccine
appointments for family and friends.

Vaccine Resources
COVID-19 & Vaccine Links
southfayettepa.com/covid19
Getting Pittsburgh Vaccinated—
COVID-19 Appointment Tip Page
facebook.com/groups/
gettingpittsburghvaccinated
Vaccine Hunter / Amy Price
vaccinehunterpgh@gmail.com
Allegheny Alert Vaccine Updates:
alleghenycounty.us/alerts
PACE/PACENET Scheduling Help
1-800-753-8827 (members, age 60+)
1-800-225-7223 (non-members, 60+)
Area Agency on Aging Assistance
412-350-4234 (Allegheny County)
United Way Scheduling Help
2-1-1 (age 65+)
Phone Registration/Waiting Lists
Allegheny Health: 412-362-8677
UPMC: 844-876-2822
Walmart Clinics: 1-800-753-8827
Heritage Valley: 724-770-7555
Rite-Aid: 1-866-674-4659
Mercy Family Health: 412-697-3260
Veterans Affairs: 877-222-8387
Allegheny County Hotline:
1-888-856-2774
PA Health Line: 1-877-724-3258
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For many people, booking an appointment
As of mid-March, Pennsylvanians
for a COVID-19 vaccine has been frustrating eligible to receive a vaccine include health
at best and impossible at worst.
care workers, adults age 65 or older, and
That’s where Amy Price comes in.
people 16 to 64 with certain high-risk
Since Valentine’s Day, the South Fayette conditions, with special arrangements to
homemaker has spent countless hours
immunize teachers.
securing vaccine appointments for more
Ms. Price said the scheduling systems
than 100 friends
are puzzling and
and relatives.
time consuming,
She also
and securing an
shares tips and
appointment can
resources on how
be hit or miss. But
to successfully
spending 10 to 15
book slots through
minutes to learn
online scheduling
the website quirks
systems.
can pay off.
Ms. Price said
At first,
people have been
Ms. Price spent
so grateful for her
about an hour
assistance that
securing each
she will continue
appointment; now,
helping as long as
she usually books
needed.
one right away at
“This is saving
pharmacies such
lives, and all it’s
as Giant Eagle,
costing is some
CVS or Rite-Aid.
time,” she said.
“I’m trying to
Ms. Price’s
train other people
volunteer effort
to be vaccine
began Feb. 14.
hunters too,” she
While making
said, encouraging
heart-shaped
anyone with
pancakes for her
computer savvy
children, she
to learn the
also managed to
scheduling system
land a vaccine
and help their
Evan Price, 7, left, and brother Liam, 9, mark
appointment
friends and family.
the 100th COVID-19 vaccine appointment
for her aunt.
“As soon as
March 4 that their mother booked for other
She went on to
you understand
people. The Prices created a Wall of Victory
place five more
the system, you
featuring names of people they helped.
appointments
are going to get
for older family
appointments,”
members the same
she said. "It's
day.
worth taking the
“The absolute joy it brought them
time to learn."
motivated me to continue going,” Ms. Price
Ms. Price, of the Newbury
said.
neighborhood, has expanded her individual
Through word of mouth and Facebook, effort to include a 6-person team of helpers,
Ms. Price began helping other people, too— with support from her husband, Bill, and
including four relatives of South Fayette
her sons, third-grader Liam and first-grader
resident Tricia Gibson.
Evan.
“My family members were just shocked
Meanwhile, Ms. Price is willing to
and in tears because they had been trying
help people who are struggling to get the
for over a month to get a shot,” Ms. Gibson
vaccine.
said. “She’s really doing a huge service for
“The more we get vaccinated," she said,
people.”
"the safer we are.”
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Kavya Yuvaraj, 9

Sasthra Narayan, 7

Meghana Kolli, 9

Masks Made with Love
About 50 art students hand-painted
more than 65 masks and donated
them to health care workers at UPMC
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh for
Valentine’s Day.
South Fayette artist Selvapriya
Sahadevan organized the activity

through her art studio, Get It from
Nature Arts, also known as Priya Arts.
“This is making the children happy,
as their handmade creation is making
someone smile,” Ms. Sahadevan said.
“At the same time, we are able to show
our love and respect to the people who

serve our community.”
The art studio offers in-person and
virtual classes: 412-230-2360, Facebook,
Instagram, https://getitfromnature.
wixsite.com/priyaarts.
—Andrea Iglar

South Fayette Connect | Spring 2021 | 9

SOUTH FAYETTE SALUTES OUR

BT2 Paul W. Adair

Sgt Robert A. Balmer

PFC August Bonnaure Jr.

SN Noah Broyles

T/5 James Rudolph Clark II

Cpl Elmer Gardner

TEC4 William C. Gray

T/4 Gilbert "Geep" Iglar

Sgt Jeffrey W. Kramer

Navy

Navy

Army
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VETERANS & SERVICE MEMBERS
MILITARY BANNER PROGRAM ◆ SOUTHFAYETTEPA.COM/BANNERS ◆ 412.221.8700

Rudolph S. "Babe" Lazzini

E-5 James Mezynski

Cpl Brian Neel

Sgt Donald George Park

T/4 William A. Phoennik

PFC Raymond H. Potts

SP4 Donald L. Regrut

BMSN Jan B. Underwood Sr.

Sgt Norman J. Wernert

Army

Army

Army

Army

Army

Navy

Marine Corps

Army

Air Force
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Friendly Foes
SOUTH FAYETTE NEIGHBORS
SQUARE OFF IN SUPER BOWL
STORY By Harry Funk

WATSON
▲ As a receiver at South Fayette High

School, Justin Watson gains yardage for
the Lions. He graduated in 2014 and now
plays football professionally.

▶ Justin Watson sees action for the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

▼ Terri and Doug Watson of South

Fayette join their son, Justin, with the
Lombardi Trophy following the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers' victory in Super Bowl LV
in February 2021.
Photos courtesy of the Watson family
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Five doors down from where Justin Watson
grew up in South Fayette lived one
heck of an athletic role model.
on
Justin Wats
Stefen Wisniewski, his neighbor
in Wood Creek, had starred on the
offensive line for Central Catholic High
School’s gridiron team before taking
his talents to Penn State—and then
being selected by the Oakland Raiders
in the second round of the 2011 National
Football League draft.
Mr. Watson recently recalled
watching his neighbor—seven years his
senior—training on a big hill in front of the
Wisniewski house.
“I remember him running sprints up
the hill, and his dad, Leo, was timing him
with a stopwatch,” said Mr. Watson, who
later played high school football with the
South Fayette Lions.
“So when I was in seventh and eighth grade, I started running that same hill because
I saw him do it," Mr. Watson said. "I ran that hill in high school and college, and I still go
and run that hill when I go home.”
Fast-forward to Feb. 7, 2021, and both men are striving to reach the top of football’s
steepest hill at Super Bowl LV.
The Tampa Bay Buccaneers, including wide receiver Mr. Watson, were pitted
against the Kansas City Chiefs, with offensive
lineman Mr. Wisniewski.
After the Buccaneers’ 31-9 victory, Mr.
Watson had the opportunity to hoist the Vince
Lombardi Trophy, celebrating alongside his
parents, Doug and Terri.
The Wisniewskis could take solace in the
fact that Stefen already had earned two Super
Bowl rings, with the Chiefs in 2020 and the
Philadelphia Eagles in 2018.
“We were thrilled for them,” Sarah
Wisniewski, Stefen’s sister, said, speaking also on
behalf of their mother, Cindy, and father, Leo.
“We were blessed to be able to attend all three
Super Bowls Stefen played in.”
While 31-year-old Mr. Wisniewski may be an old
pro as far as the Big Game, it was a new experience
for Mr. Watson, 24.
“The Super Bowl, in and of itself, was just one
of those pinch-yourself moments,” Mr. Watson said.
“I’ve watched it on TV my whole life, and you always
see the moments with the confetti shooting after the
game.
"So to be in the middle of it was unbelievable.
@SouthFayetteTwp
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of Football
And to get to share that with my
parents meant the world because
without my mom and dad, none of
this would have been possible.”
The Watsons offered support
as their son starred in football and
basketball at South Fayette High
School, and when he made the
decision to continue his education at
a top college: the Wharton School of
the University of Pennsylvania.
“Penn can promise that, hey,
you’ll be able to take care of your
family no matter what happens
with football when you graduate,”
Mr. Watson said.
With the encouragement of
his high school football coach,
Joe Rossi, Mr. Watson earned
a starting role for the Penn
Quakers as a freshman.
“After that first year, and
I had a pretty good year, I
thought, hey, there are one or
two guys who go to the NFL
every year from the

Then Tampa Bay came calling in
the fifth round of the 2018 draft.
For his part, Mr. Wisniewski was
a collegiate star on the field and in the
classroom. He was a three-time ESPN
Academic All-American and first-team
All-American at center as a senior.
In addition to the Raiders, Eagles
and Chiefs, he has played in the NFL
for the Jacksonville Jaguars and, briefly
in 2020, his hometown Pittsburgh
Steelers.
Mr. Wisniewski returned to
Kansas City just in time for a run at a
second straight Super Bowl.
One of the highlights of Mr.
Watson's Super Bowl game was
catching passes from 43-year-old
quarterback Tom Brady.
“It was definitely one of those
‘wow’ moments, the first time meeting
Tom and the first time seeing him
throw and work out, and just lead us
onto the field,” Mr. Watson said.
“Tom made everyone feel so
comfortable from the beginning, and
he took the blame for anything that
went wrong. It was, ‘I can do
better. I can do better.’”
Stefen Wis
For the seventh time,
niewski
Brady’s “better” turned out to
be the NFL’s best.
As he, Watson and the
other Buccaneers—including
head coach Bruce Arians,
who supposedly retired as the
Steelers’ offensive coordinator
in 2011—celebrated their Super
Bowl LV championship, the
Chiefs could take heart in making
it as far as they did two years
running.
And whatever the result, the
Wisniewskis were right there with
Stefen.
Ivy League,"
“We are so proud,” Sarah said.
he recalled. "Why not me?”
If all goes well, Mr. Wisniewski
“I didn’t tell anyone, but after my
will be lining up on the field when
freshman year is when I had my heart
the 2021 season starts; Watson will
and mind and work set on trying to
be ready to catch passes; and South
make it to the NFL.”
Fayette residents will be rooting for
The result of that effort included
their two native sons in the NFL.
Mr. Watson being selected for the
Harry Funk is a freelance writer.
All-Ivy League team three times
while setting Penn career records for
receptions, receiving yards, receiving
touchdowns and all-purpose yards.

Wisniewski
▲ Stefen Wisniewski's family attends Super
Bowl LV in Tampa, Florida, in February. From left
are Stefen's wife Hilary, his sister Sarah and his
parents, Cindy and Leo.

◀ A devout Stefen Wisniewski takes the field for
the Kansas City Chiefs.

▼ Stefen Wisniewski and his wife, Hilary,

celebrate with the Lombardi Trophy following the
Kansas City Chiefs' victory in Super Bowl LIV in
February 2020.
Photos courtesy of the Wisniewski family
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Alex Robertson

Ted Wolford
VFD: South Fayette (Cuddy)
Position: Captain & Fundraising
Committee
Age: 33
Volunteer Since: 2001
Hometown: Cecil
Job: Paid firefighter at Mt.
Pleasant (full-time) and Peters
(part-time) fire departments
Why I Volunteer: "Being a
volunteer firefighter is very
rewarding because of the
camaraderie with everyone in our
group."

FiRED UP
to Volunteer

By Andrea Iglar

Fire departments seek people
with passion to serve
Candy Ciaramella
VFD: Sturgeon
Position: Head of Social
Committee & Fundraising
Age: 41
Volunteer Since: 2012
Hometown: North Fayette
Job: Homemaker
Why I Volunteer: "Looking at
their smiles in the community
because you helped in some
way."
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andy Ciaramella spends time every week
volunteering for the Sturgeon Volunteer
Fire Department in South Fayette—but
she’s not a firefighter.

She heads fundraising and social
efforts and says there is plenty for
volunteers to do besides extinguish
fires.
“All sorts of things can be done by
any person of any background, career
or age,” Ms. Ciaramella said.
All four of South Fayette
Township’s volunteer fire
@SouthFayetteTwp

South Fayette Township

departments—Fairview, Oak Ridge,
Sturgeon and South Fayette—are
seeking new members.
Volunteer opportunities include
training as a firefighter, joining a
support crew, driving trucks, or helping
with office tasks, maintenance, events
or fundraising.
Junior Firefighter and cadet

@SouthFayettePA
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programs are available starting as early as age 14.
“All of the departments in South Fayette need help with
many things that will never require you to go into a burning
building,” Oak Ridge firefighter Sean Sims said.
“There really is something for everybody.”

Benefits of Serving

yK
atr
usk
a

South Fayette's fire departments are 100 percent volunteer.
“The whistle blows, we drop what we’re doing, we go
to the call,” Oak Ridge Fire Chief Bill Supan said. “We’re
volunteer. We don’t get paid for it.”
Even without a paycheck, there are benefits to serving.
Each department offers a unique combination of free
training programs, certifications, educational assistance,
insurance and other perks.
All eligible volunteers who
are South Fayette residents can
receive a township real estate
tax credit of 20 percent, plus
an earned income tax credit
of up to $300.
The Community
College of Allegheny
County offers the Volunteer
Education, Service &
Training Scholarship
ke
Program (FireVEST) to students
Mi
who commit to serving five years
as a volunteer firefighter.
The program provides full scholarships for an associate
degree or certificate program at CCAC, as well as training at
the Allegheny County Fire Academy.
Corey Weir, a Fairview firefighter, said his scholarship pays
the tuition, fees, books and other costs of earning his associate
degree in the CCAC nursing program.
“It takes a lot of stress off to pay for it, so it helps me out a
lot,” Mr. Weir said.
Volunteers often mention the benefit of camaraderie.
“If you’re looking for comradeship and new friends, it’s the
best thing to do,” said South Fayette Fire Chief Joe Janocha.

Fairview volunteer Patrick Harding said the excitement
and adrenaline rush of firefighting initially attracted him to
firefighting, but 20 years later he appreciates other aspects of
his service.
“It really
was, and is still,
a great way
to experience
different
things and a
unique way
to help,” Mr.
Harding said.
“Also too it’s
a great way to
create lifelong
friendships.”
Owen Baumgartner
Many
VFD: Oak Ridge
volunteers
feel a call to
Position: Junior Firefighter
serve.
Age: 17
Brian
Volunteer Since: Age 14
McKissick,
a Sturgeon
Hometown: South Fayette
volunteer,
Education: Junior, South Fayette
gains
High School
satisfaction
Why I Volunteer: "I enjoy helping
from serving
people, and I've always had an
the community
interest in firefighting."
after recovering
from addiction.
“I tried to
reevaluate some
things I was doing,”
Mr. McKissick said.
“I just wanted to
give back to my
pretty awesome
community.”
Ted Wolford,
a captain with
the South Fayette
department
in the Cuddy
neighborhood, began
Corey Weir
volunteering at 14.
VFD: Fairview
“It has been
Position: Interior Firefighter &
rewarding to me
Board Trustee
because I went from
volunteering to
Age: 21
pursuing firefighting
Volunteer Since: Age 15
as a career,” said
Hometown: South Fayette
Mr. Wolford, who
Job: Emergency Room Tech and
works as a paid
Emergency Medical Technician
firefighter in other
communities.
Why I Volunteer: "This is my way
“I have a great
to give back to the community
passion for this
and to be there for them, at
profession."
potentially their worst moment."

Sturgeon Volunteer Fire Department junior cadets don
uniforms in a fire truck this winter. From left are Rachael
Watters, 15, Connor Delaney, 15, and Alexandra Delaney, 14.
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All in the Family

er

For some volunteers, firefighting is
in the blood.
Four generations of the Lazzini
family have served in the South
Fayette Volunteer Fire Department,
starting in the 1930s.
Today, Chuck Lazzini
volunteers as a firefighter alongside
his father, Chuck, brother, Eric, and
son, Dominic.
Brian McKissick
“I get to spend time at ‘work’
VFD: Sturgeon
with my family, and I’ve become
good friends with other members,”
Hometown: South Fayette
Mr. Lazzini said.
Age: 33
Many families have multiple
Position: Interior Firefighter
members who volunteer.
At Fairview, six members of
Volunteer Since: 2019
the Dernosek family have served,
Job: Mechanical designer
starting with charter member Louis
developing lunar robotics
Dernosek in 1950.
technology
Today, Chief Dan Dernosek
Why I Volunteer: "This is my way
volunteers with his son Derek, the
of being someone my neighbor
first lieutenant, and brother Keith,
can count on, rely on. I want to do
the assistant chief. Keith's daughter,
my last name proud."
Jessica, and brother Louie also have
served.
At Oak Ridge, Chief Supan's
between 6 a.m. and midnight,
wife, Kelli, and three sons, BJ, Cory
assisting firefighters with tools,
and Riley, join him in volunteering.
equipment and tasks.
His brother Randy serves at
He also spends 4 to 5 hours a
Fairview.
week training, attending meetings
Sturgeon Assistant Chief Keith
and helping at the station.
Delaney, a volunteer for 30 years,
Adult firefighters said they
was 16 years old when he joined. His
generally dedicate at least 5 to
brother, Craig, is the chief.
10 hours a week to volunteering,
Fourth-generation members of
although the number varies
the Delaney family more recently
depending on each volunteer’s
joined as cadets at age 14: Keith’s
role, the number and length of
daughter, Alexandra; Craig’s son,
emergency calls, and any special
Trenton; and a nephew, Connor.
events and activities.
Each fire department in
Chuck Lazzini
Becoming a certified interior
South Fayette offers a program
VFD: South Fayette (Cuddy)
firefighter involves the largest time
for teenagers, starting at age 14
commitment—180 hours—due to
or 15, with the opportunity to
Hometown: South Fayette
the extensive training required.
become a full firefighter at age
Age: 50
"They have to be committed,"
18. Participation is guided by
Position: Interior Firefighter
Chief Dernosek said.
Pennsylvania law.
Mr. Sims said fire departments
“It’s beneficial to
Volunteer Since: 2018
not only fight fires but also respond
get them at a little
Job: Sales Director
to "life safety" issues: accidents,
bit of a younger
Why I Volunteer: "I believe it's
alarms, flooding and other hazards.
age,” Mr.
truly one of the best ways to
Non-firefighting roles do not
Delaney said.
serve your neighbors and your
require as much time or training,
“It gives them
community."
but adding up total volunteer hours
more time to
results in large numbers.
learn.”
In Allegheny County, more than
Owen
200 volunteer fire companies save
Baumgartner,
the county about $60 million a year.
17, a Junior Firefighter at Oak Ridge, is
w
Lo
e
South Fayette Township donates $75,000 a year to each of
permitted
to
respond
to
emergency
scenes
n
i
Da
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Izaya Partee

“There is
a place in the
fire service for
everyone.”
Chuck Lazzini, Volunteer

the fire departments, plus covers
some other costs, for a total annual
contribution topping $500,000.
The local tax burden would be
much greater if the township had
to employ firefighters.
“If we do not have a volunteer
fire service then the township
is going to have to pay for that,”
Chief Supan said. “The dollar signs
add up."
In Oak Ridge last year, 17
firefighters, five Junior Firefighters
and 12 administrative members
logged a total of 3,408 volunteer
hours—equivalent to 142 days.
“There is a lot that needs
done,” Mr. Sims said. “We need
help from all walks of life.”
Dividing the work among
more volunteers eases the
burden on individuals, said
Mr. Delaney, who holds four
positions with the Sturgeon fire
department.
“We have so many people
pulling double duty, we can always
use more volunteers,” he said.
“There’s so much that can
be done behind the scenes that
doesn’t require a lot of training
or getting up in the middle of the
night because the whistle blows."

Community
Involvement

Sean Sims
VFD: Oak Ridge
Hometown: South Fayette
Age: 38
Position: Lieutenant
Volunteer Since: 1998
Job: IT Process Engineer
Why I Volunteer: "I enjoy giving
back to the community. The
pandemic has really highlighted
that for South Fayette to
succeed, it's not any one person's
individual effort, but it's truly the
village."

In addition to responding to
emergencies, a big part of fire
department work includes
fundraising and events.
To raise money for
facilities, equipment,
vehicles and other costs, the
departments rent out their
social halls, plan fundraisers,
seek grants and hold yearly
donation drives.
The COVID-19 pandemic
has dampened income from
hall rentals and gatherings,
inspiring volunteers to
get creative with their
fundraising efforts—for
example, holding food truck
events and online raffles.
The pandemic also has
drawn the fire departments
into the community more,
with volunteers organizing
food drives and parading

Patrick Harding
VFD: Fairview
Hometown: South Fayette
Age: 37
Position: Interior Firefighter
Volunteer Since: 2000
Job: Sales Representative; former
career firefighter
Why I Volunteer: "It's helping
the community. The emergencies
never go away, so you always
need people there to answer
those calls."

trucks through neighborhoods to
celebrate special occasions.
“It was nice to go out and do
something for the community during
such a difficult year,” Mr. Weir said.
Ms. Ciaramella stressed the
importance of engaging with the
community.
“It’s a big circle,” she said. “We’re
there for the community, and the
community is there for us.”

Interested in volunteering?
Contact your nearest fire department.
See websites on the next page,
or visit southfayettepa.com/fire.
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The South Fayette Township Library, 515 Millers Run Road,
offers free take-and-make kits and virtual programs for
children, tweens, teens and adults.
Stay updated on social media, or sign up for a weekly
e-newsletter: southfayettelibrary.org/emaillist.
Details: 412-257-8660, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter,
YouTube, southfayettelibrary.org.

Children (up to age 10)
Weekly on Social Media
Sensory Storytime (Ages 2 – 6)
Mondays @ 11 AM, Facebook Live
STEAM Challenges (Preschool – Age 10)
Mondays @ 2 PM, YouTube
Authors and Activities (Ages 2 – 6)
Tuesdays @ 11 AM, YouTube

Treat Yo’ Self Fridays
Fridays @ 2 PM, YouTube, Facebook, Instagram
April 2: Surprise Inside Bath Bombs *
April 9: Cat-tastic Pom-Poms *
April 16: Mug Recipe: Blueberry Muffin Streusel Cake
April 23: Journal Prompts
May 7: Origami Circuit Robots *
May 14: Kawaii Food Erasers *
May 21: Mug Recipe: Nutella Cake
May 28: Journal Prompts
*
Take & make kits are available for each of these activities from
the library while supplies last.

Teen Hangout & Homework Help

Discord
Server

Kindergarten Readiness (Preschoolers)
Thursdays @ 11 AM, YouTube

Teen volunteers help with homework every day
on the Discord server. For access, use the QR
code or email Carrie: loweryc2@einetwork.net.

Storytime for Toddlers (Ages 2 – 6)
Fridays @ 11 AM, Facebook

Adults

Take & Make STEAM Kits (Preschool - Age 10)

Take & Make Kits

New kits launch the first Monday of each month and are
available while supplies last. Call or visit the library, or
sign up under "Schedule a Curbside Pickup" on the library
website.

New kits launch at the start of each month and are available
while supplies last. Call or visit the library, or sign up under
"Schedule a Curbside Pickup" on the library website.

April: April Showers – Water Science & Earth Day
May: May Flowers – Mother's Day LED Cards & Plant Pots

April: Herb Starter Kit – Rosemary, Basil & Oregano
May: Paper Flowers – Book Page Bouquet
June: Wabi-Sabi Art – Mixed Media Project

Summer of Tails & Tales

Between Two Libraries Book Group

Summer library programs
start June 14. Be sure to
join us for Tails and Tales, a
weekly session of storytelling,
puppets and STEAM
activities, plus folktales with tails!

Meets online via Zoom at 1 p.m. the first
Tuesday of each month. For the link, email
Sarah: grebinoskis@einetwork.net.

Teens & Tweens (ages 11 & up)
Teen Unseen Bags
Discover what's inside these themed mystery bags! Pick up
a bag each month that includes 2 or 3 library books, activity
supplies and other loot.

April 6: "The Radium Girls: The Dark Story of America’s Shining
Women" by Kate Moore
May 4: "And Every Morning the Way Home Gets Longer and
Longer" by Fredrik Backman

Gold Sponsor - Thanks for Giving - Thank you!

Manga/Anime Club
Mondays April 12 & May 10 @ 8 PM, Discord Server
Young Adult Book Club
Mondays April 5 & May 3 @ 8 PM,
Discord Server
Game Night
Tuesdays @ 7 PM, Discord Server
South Fayette Connect | Spring 2021 | 19
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Presenting Sponsor - Bunny Hop Trail - Thank you!

Your
opportunity
is knocking
right now!

Here’s your chance to refinance your mortgage or home equity loan
into a new, low rate home equity loan. And, you can save thousands with:



No Closing Costs*
No Private Mortgage Insurance

Open your door today…ask a Dollar Bank Loan Expert about our low rates!

South Fayette Office & Loan Center
Newbury Gateway Shops • 160 Millers Run Road
412-257-2697
Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC. Copyright © 2021, Dollar Bank, Federal Savings Bank.
* No closing costs on loan amounts up to $500,000. If your loan is prepaid in full within 36 months, you will reimburse Dollar Bank for third-party closing costs paid. Available for one to four family owner-occupied
property only. Offer subject to change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offer. Property insurance is required. Borrower is responsible for any recording-related taxes or fees in Virginia. Offer
does not apply to Home Works Home Loans. For residents of Dollar Bank’s Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Virginia markets only. Approval is subject to Dollar Bank underwriting guidelines.
BRA087_21
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SOUTH FAYETTE TOWNSHIP
Saturday, May 1 – Thursday, May 6
7 a.m. – 8 p.m., self-serve drop--off
Goldberg, Kamin & Garvin,, LLP
Herbert, Rowland & Grubic, Inc.
John Kosky Contracting, Inc.
South Fayette Township

South Fayette Township Municipal Building

515 Millers Run Road, South Fayette, PA 15064
Location is under video surveillance
No bags or boxes in the recycling bin please

Owens-Illinois
CAP Glass
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MISSED PICKUP?
SOUTHFAYETTEPA.COM/REQUEST

April
Thurs. April 1
Fri. April 2
Trash Collection

Trash & Recycling
Garbage is collected weekly and
recycling every 2 weeks. If a holiday falls
before pickup day, collection is delayed
one day. Observed holidays: New Year's
Day, Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor Day,
Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Do not bag recyclables.

May
Thurs. May 6
Fri. May 7
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. April 8
Fri. April 9

Thurs. May 13
Fri. May 14

Trash Collection
Recycling

Trash Collection

Thurs. April 15
Fri. April 16

Thurs. May 20
Fri. May 21

Trash Collection

Thurs. April 22
Fri. April 23
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. April 29
Fri. April 30
Trash Collection

Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. May 27
Fri. May 28
Trash Collection

June
Fri. June 4
Sat. June 5

Trash Collection
Recycling

1-day delay due to
Memorial Day

Thurs. June 10
Fri. June 11
Trash Collection

Thurs. June 17
Fri. June 18
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. June 24
Fri. June 25
Trash Collection

South Fayette Township
South Fayette Township

515 Millers Run Road, South Fayette PA 15064
412-221-8700
SouthFayettePA.com
facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship
instagram.com/SouthFayettePA
twitter.com/SouthFayetteTwp
linkedin.com/company/SouthFayetteTownship

John M. Barrett, Township Manager
Administration

Parks & Recreation

Peggy Patterson, Executive Assistant
Shannen McKahan, Finance Officer
Patrick J. Catena, Assistant Manager

Paula Willis, Director

Communications &
Community Development

Public Works
Butch Truitt, Director
Nick Nickolas, Superintendent
Dan Dernosek, Foreman

Andrea Iglar, Director

Planning, Building & Code
Gary Hartz, Planning Director
Joe Niedermeyer, Building Code Official
John Kanaskie, Engineer Technician

Police
John Phoennik, Chief of Police
Evonne Williams, Police Secretary
Police Business Office: 412-221-2170
Emergency & Dispatch: 9-1-1

Community Resources
South Fayette Township Library

Benjamin Hornfeck, 412-257-8660, SouthFayetteLibrary.org

South Fayette Area Senior Citizens Association
Margie Smith, 412-221-3730, SouthFayettePA.com/seniors

South Fayette School District

Dr. Kenneth Lockette, 412-221-4542, SouthFayette.org

Historical Society of South Fayette Township

Emily Brady, sfhistory3@aol.com, SouthFayettePA.com/history

Tax Collectors

Trash,
Recycling
& Reuse Info

Thurs. July 1
Fri. July 2
Trash Collection
Recycling

Real Estate Tax, Kevin Biber: 412-221-9250, SouthFayettePA.com/tax
Earned Income Tax, Jordan Tax Service: 412-835-5243, JordanTax.com

Municipal Authority (Dye Tests & Sanitary Sewers)
Jerry Brown, 412-257-5100, MATSF.net

South West Communities Chamber of Commerce

Mandi Pryor, 412-221-4100, SouthWestCommunitiesChamber.org

Collection Calendar:
SouthFayettePA.com/RecyclingGuide
Trash & Recycling Information:
SouthFayettePA.com/Recycle

Waste Management:
wm.com
1-800-866-4460

Volunteer Fire Departments in South Fayette

Cuddy, Fairview, Oak Ridge, Sturgeon: SouthFayettePA.com/fire

Police, Fire, Ambulance: 9-1-1

