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Manager's Message JOHN M. BARRETT

S

outh Fayette Township is
preparing to update our
Comprehensive Plan and
needs your help to ensure the
plan reflects our community's
vision.
The Comprehensive Plan is a
document that guides future initiatives,
policies, projects and growth, including
land use, transportation of people and
goods, housing, township facilities
and utilities, and natural and historical
resources.
Every 10 years, the township
reevaluates the plan and considers what
changes are needed to meet the needs of
the evolving South Fayette community.
This process brings together residents
and stakeholders from our volunteer
boards, community groups and businesses to create a strategy that will help our
township continue to prosper for the next decade.
While not a binding document, the adopted plan will guide future land development
and zoning laws, infrastructure improvements and policy changes. We want your input
so the plan is inclusive and reflective of our diverse viewpoints and priorities.
What do you want for the future of South Fayette?
What aspects of the township do you hope will continue for years to come?
How has your neighborhood progressed, and where can it be improved?
Help create the future of South Fayette Township by taking our online survey.
In addition to the survey, the township will host other public events to collect
community input.
We hope you will take the time to be part of this important community process.
The survey will take only a few minutes to complete, but your responses will help
make big decisions.
Visit surveymonkey.com/r/southfayettecompplan now through July 24 to share
your opinion.
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South Fayette

SHORTS

Township snags best in show
and first place awards
South Fayette Township won best in
show from the National Association
of Government Communicators' Blue
Pencil and Gold Screen Awards.
The national board of directors
selected the township's COVID-19
digital campaign and webpage,
southfayettepa.com/covid19, as
best in show from 34 first-place
winners.

Free glass recycling offered
South Fayette
residents are welcome
to participate in
the Pennsylvania
Resources Council's
free glass recycling
collections. Upcoming
events include July 24 to July 29 at the
Collier Township Municipal Building, 2418
Hilltop Road, and Sept. 4 to Sept. 9 at
the South Fayette Township Municipal
Building, 515 Millers Run Road. Full
schedule: prc.org/glassrecycling.

Eagle Scout recognized
Steven Gubinsky (pictured) has achieved
the rank of Eagle Scout. The Board of
Commissioners recognized his effort
during a virtual meeting in April. As part
of his project for Scout BSA Troop 2,
Steven refurbished a bridge at The Lotus
Pond at Pittsburgh Botanic Garden. He is
the son of Mark and Kathleen Gubinsky of
South Fayette.

Beltway set to open in October
The Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission's
$800 million Southern Beltway is set to
open in October. The interchange with
Interstate 79 (pictured) is expected to
partially open this fall, with a full opening
next summer. Four miles of the beltway
are located in South Fayette.

Community Day moved to 2022
South Fayette Community Day and
Touch-a-Truck are postponed until
next summer. Find other events and
programs in this magazine issue, or visit
southfayettepa.com/recreation.

Download free mobile app

Also, South Fayette Connect earned
first place in the magazine category.

Download
the free
mobile app,
South Fayette
CitizenLink,
from the App
Store (Apple)
or Google Play (Android) to connect
with township services on the go. Report
missed trash pickups, get emergency
alerts, find events and more.

Andrea Iglar, the township
communications director, accepted
the awards during a virtual program
in May.
The awards recognize quality,
creativity and cost-effectiveness in
government communications across
federal, state and local agencies.

New township buildings on the horizon
Site preparation (pictured, in May) is under way for a South Fayette Township office building and police station on 10 acres at
323 Hickory Grade Road. The township hopes to seek bids for building construction later this year. The facility will replace the
existing space on Millers Run Road. In addition, the township Board of Commissioners in June approved purchasing an adjacent
5 ½ acres (331–337 Hickory Grade Road) to eventually construct a community center.
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Practice Social (Security) distancing

Meet

GARY HARTZ

Safeguard your identity to avoid scams
By Andrea Iglar
Nowadays, guarding your wallet takes more than a secure pocket or purse.
Fraudulent schemes to try to get your money often start with stealing your personal
information via phone, mail or computer.
The key to protecting your finances is safeguarding your identity, South Fayette
Township Police Chief John Phoennik said.
"Whenever you receive a call, don't give up your personal information," he said.
Personally identifiable information can include your name, address, phone number,
date of birth and Social Security number.
Never carry your Social Security card with you.
"Giving out your Social Security number is an absolute no-no. That's your identity,"
Chief Phoennik said.
"Nobody is obligated to give their Social Security number to anybody, even the police."
It is reasonable to provide your personal information when you initiate contact with
an organization, he said.
But if you receive a piece of mail, a phone call, an email, an Internet message or an inperson inquiry asking for your information, never provide it, even if it appears legitimate.
The Internal Revenue Service normally communicates through U.S. Postal Service
mail, not phone calls. The IRS never would call to demand immediate payment, threaten
arrest or revoke your driver's license.
If you have been a victim of fraud, please do the following:
•

Immediately contact any organization that has been defrauded (for example, a
bank or credit card company) and advise them of any fraudulent accounts, charges
or other activity.

•

File a report with the police department where you reside. In South Fayette, call
9-1-1 and ask to be put into contact with a police officer.

•

Contact a credit bureau and let them know you are a victim of fraud:
Experian 1-888-397-3742; Trans Union 1-888-909-8872; or Equifax 1-800-525-6285.

•

Obtain a free credit report from https://www.annualcreditreport.com.

•

File a complaint with the Internet Crime Complaint Center: https://www.ic3.gov.

"It's a nightmare if your identity is stolen," Chief. Phoennik said. "The key is not giving
out your information."
For a free booklet "Safe and Secure: Your Identity, Your Money, Your Personal Safety," contact the
South Fayette Township Police Department: 412-221-2170; jphoennik@sftwp.com.

G

ary Hartz has served South
Fayette Township for 21
years, first as a Public Works
employee, then as the Building
Code Official, and now as Planning
and Zoning Director. "I like working
with people," he said. "Every day is
something different."
Hometown: Grew up in Collier;
moved to South Fayette 28 years ago
Education: Chartiers Valley High
School
Family: Wife, Julie; stepson, Tom,
and his wife, Megan; grandsons
Ryder, 12, and Jaxon, 7
Hobbies: Playing pinball, riding
motorcycles, taking grandchildren
for ice cream
First Job: Laborer for father's firm,
Hartz Construction
Special Skills: Trim carpentry, trials
motorcycle competition
First Car: 1963 red Chevy II Nova
Favorite Destinations: Bar Harbor,
Maine, and Great Smoky Mountains

JULY 4TH
FIREWORKS
Fairview Park 9:30 PM
Limited parking inside park; first come, first
served until lots are full. Fireworks visible from
Upper St. Clair Recreation Center and various
parts of South Fayette Township.

Favorite Food: A good hamburger
Favorite Music: Rock, 60s–present
Bucket List: Visit the Grand Canyon
Best Quality of South Fayette: "It's
very safe. It's still got a rural feel, and
there's a lot of growth, too."
Fun Fact: Gary built his own house
in South Fayette in 1993, the same
year he married. He lives next door
to his brother, Gregg, and sister-inlaw, Chris.
— Andrea Iglar
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Paving set for summer
$1.5 million earmarked for 36 roads

Roads to be paved

By Andrea Iglar
A $1.5 million road paving
program this summer includes
36 streets in South Fayette
Township.
The project involves
asphalt paving on six miles of
roadway in the areas of Morgan,
National Hill, Cuddy Hill, Abele
Business Park and elsewhere.
Township Manager John
Barrett said the robust annual
investment in road paving
should allow the township to
keep pace with road issues.
“The $1.5 million is a
healthy investment, and one we
think we can sustain,” he said.
Youngblood Paving Inc.
is expected to complete work
from July through October.
The contractor is required
to notify residents in advance
when work is planned on their
road.
Youngblood Paving was the
lowest of six bidders who vied
for the contract this spring.
To help ensure quality
work, the project will be
overseen by inspectors from the
township and the third-party
firm Lennon, Smith, Souleret
Engineering Inc.
All roads will be improved
with a layer of asphalt paving.

Any work not completed
this year, due to weather or
other factors, will move to the
2022 program.
In addition, the township
Public Works Department
is restoring at least 50 storm
inlets, installing stormwater
pipe, repairing asphalt, patching
potholes and completing other
road maintenance.
"Having Public Works
repair stormwater facilities in
advance allows the contractors
to focus on paving, which saves
the township money and results
in more miles of paved road,"
Mr. Barrett said.
Public Works also will
repair Cecil Sturgeon Road and
Cecil Reissing Road, as well as
rebuild and sealcoat a portion
of Bowman Road.
The total length of
township-owned roadway is 79
miles.
The annual paving program
is based on multiple factors,
including a study that classifies,
prioritizes and rates township
roads.
Visit southfayettepa.com/
roads for details.

Abele Road
Alexander Street
Allegheny Avenue
Alley (National Hill)
Alpine Road (from Hickory Grade Rd to Coal Pit Run)
Bluff Street
Bowman Street
Campbell Avenue
Center Avenue
Cherry Street
Cross Street (portion of Alpine Rd at National Hill)
Emerson Drive
Grant Street
McIntosh Street
Meade Street
Mitchell Street
Nesbit Road
Oak Street
Old Pond Road
Orchard Drive
Penn Avenue
School Street
Shady Lane
Sherman Street
South Avenue
Unnamed Alley 1 (Morgan)
Unnamed Alley 2 (Morgan)
Valley Forest Drive
Verner Avenue
Villani Drive
Wabash Avenue
Wallace Street
Wallace Street Ext.
West Street
Willowbrook Drive
Woodlawn Avenue

New lights at Alpine & Route 50
New traffic signals began operating in
May at the four-way intersection of Route
50 and Alpine Road in South Fayette
Township.
The $281,775 cost of equipment and
installation was funded mostly through a
$200,000 state grant.
The responsive traffic light system
includes radar detection to help move
traffic efficiently.
—Text & photo by Andrea Iglar
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South
Fayette
Township Public Works
worked on Marshall Road in May,
patching potholes and mowing grass.

Top: John "JB" Barrett rakes hot asphalt over a pothole.
Behind him, Ryan Tropeck and John Selva shovel
blacktop from a propane-fueled hot box, which keeps
the material extremely hot at 315 degrees.
Middle: Greg Totin operates a sidearm mower to cut
grass along the road, just below Union Avenue.
Bottom: Alan Desmet pulls a roller over hot asphalt to
compact it over a pothole. (Photos by Andrea Iglar)
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South Fayette AROUND THE TOWNSHIP
South Fayette graduate wins chamber
scholarship
Joelle Farrah, 17, has earned a $1,000 scholarship from the South
West Communities Chamber of Commerce and The Common
Good Foundation.
The June graduate of South Fayette High School plans to attend
the University of Pittsburgh.
She is considering a career in education, inspired by the support
she received from her teachers after her mother, Aida, died of
cancer during Joelle’s junior year.
“My teachers have had such an impact on me, I feel like I can
make that same kind of impact on the world,” Joelle said.
Joelle was awarded the scholarship based on her personal essay,
grades, achievements and activities.
Applications were accepted from students in four local school
districts.
"Yours really blew us away," chamber director Mandi Pryor told
Joelle in May. “You have inspired us so much.”

Joelle Farrah

—Andrea Iglar

Students celebrate 'all kinds of
minds'
The South Fayette High School Life Skills and Autistic
Support program, including these students in grades 9
to 12, celebrated Autism Awareness Month in April by
planting blue flowers at the corner of Millers Run and
Presto-Sygan roads. They also displayed signs with the
message: "The world needs all kinds of minds."
Celebrating their project, clockwise from left, are
students Kaylie Swider, Justin Fowler, Cate Giaquinto,
Aidan Albert, Aaron Timco, Brianna Heim, Robert
Wiggers and Belynda Moore.
—Andrea Iglar

Boys Home basin upgraded
South Fayette Township installed this
stormwater detention basin in Boys Home
Park to replace a failed basin. The project,
completed this spring by LM&R Excavating,
aims to reduce pollutants being released into
natural waterways.
The township is planning three more basin
upgrades this year. Read about detention
basin maintenance for HOAs on page 11.
—John Kanaskie
6|

SouthFayettePA.com

South Fayette CitizenLink

@SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

South Fayette Township

@SouthFayettePA

South Fayette Township

Friendship inspires children’s book
South Fayette resident writes and illustrates story

N

Natalie Rush

atalie Lawrence Rush of South
Fayette has self-published a
children’s picture book.
“You Can Always Find a Way”
was inspired by the true story of her
family’s friendship with neighbors in the
Winchester Woods community.
Her daughters, Sophia and Sarah,
had become buddies with the neighbor’s

daughters, Isabella and Sofia. The Rush
girls were sad when their friends moved
cross-country due to their father’s Coast
Guard transfer.
The book tells a similar tale.
“The story is really about friendship,”
Ms. Rush said.
During the coronavirus pandemic,
Ms. Rush completed her longtime goal of
writing and illustrating a children’s book.
An art teacher in the Montour
School District, she used colored pencil
and chalk pastel to draw and color the
illustrations.
“It’s pretty cool,” she said. “It’s still
hard to believe, but it’s a great feeling to
say to the world, ‘Hey, I did this. This is
my work.’”
The book is available in digital and
paper formats by searching Amazon for
“You Can Always Find a Way book.”
Ms. Rush plans to donate a copy to
the South Fayette Township Library.

▼ A cover image and swimming scene are
among the illustrations in a children's book by
South Fayette Township resident Natalie Rush.

—Andrea Iglar

Platinum Sponsor - Glass Recycling - Thank you!
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South Fayette

NEIGHBORHOOD
SPOTLIGHT

The Berkshires
Homeowner Association: The
Berkshires Community Service
Association
Management Company: SVN TRCA
Property Management
Built: 2006 to 2015
Number of Homes: 326
Home Types: Single-family,
townhouse and attached
Location: Former Bock Farm, along
Old Oakdale Road
Private Amenities: Clubhouse with
swimming pool, playground, picnic
pavilions, fitness center, banquet
room, fishing pond, hiking trail
Streets: Ashford, Bancroft, Club,
Granville, Hinsdale, Interlaken,
Lanesboro, Lenox, Middlefield,
Montville, Rowe, Sheffield,
Sherwood, Stockbridge, Windsor
HOA Top Issues of Interest:
Communications with Township,
Roads, Safety
Builder: Ryan Homes
Fun Fact: Plan named after The
Berkshires Mountains of Western
Massachusetts, with each street
named after a town in that region
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Large neighborhood offers amenities and country feel

W

hile serving in the U.S. Air
Force for 22 years, Larry
Tomei lived all over the country.
He grew up in Ohio; met his wife,
Joan, in Nebraska; and lived in Alabama,
Arkansas, California, Colorado, Hawaii,
South Dakota and Texas.
Now, he lives in The Berkshires
neighborhood of South Fayette Township.
“The South Fayette community is a
beautiful place to live,” Mr. Tomei said.
“It’s ten minutes away from everything,
but still you feel like you’re out in the
country, and that attracted us right away to
this area.”
The 326-home, 15-street neighborhood
is the second largest housing development
in South Fayette. It sits a mile from the
South Fayette School District campus along
Old Oakdale Road.
Completed in 2015, The Berkshires
draws a mix of homeowners, from older
adults to families with school-age children.
All residents, who are members of
the The Berkshires Community Service

Association, have access to a clubhouse and
private amenities that include a swimming
pool, playground, picnic pavilions, fishing
pond and hiking trail.
On break from college in June, Avery
Wise, 18, was reading a book at the pool,
which opened Memorial Day weekend.
"It's just a nice place to relax," she said.
When she was in high school, her
family had moved from California to South
Fayette, drawn by the school district.
Mr. Tomei, the association president,
said the neighborhood amenities are handy
when his four grandchildren visit.
“We just love it," he said.
Neighborhood resident Gopi Bhavsar
said her sons Davansh, 5, and Prayan, 3,
enjoy walking, biking and playing with
other children in The Berkshires.
“It’s friendly and feels like home,” she
said.
Ms. Bhavsar said her family moved
from Scranton to South Fayette two years
ago, drawn by the school district and a job
opportunity for her husband, Nirav.
Many neighbors share her Asian Indian
heritage, and they gather to celebrate

Story & photos by
Andrea Iglar

◀ Avery Wise,
18, reads a book
poolside at The
Berkshires during
her summer
break from
college.

▼ Gopi Bhavsar and
her sons, Davansh,
5, and Prayan, 3,
enjoy a walk in their
neighborhood in
May.

holidays such as the fall festival Diwali.
The Berkshires includes single-family
homes, townhouses and some attached
units with main-floor living that are
designed for adults over 55 years old.
About 60 percent of homeowners pay a
fee to the homeowner association for snow
and grass maintenance on their property.
Mr. Tomei—an education professor at
Robert Morris University in Moon and a
WPIAL football official—did not expect to
serve on the homeowner association board
when he first moved to The Berkshires after
living in Robinson Township for 20 years.
But last year he decided to volunteer
and hopes to continue developing the
neighborhood’s recreational amenities.
“I will contribute wherever I can,” Mr.
Tomei said.
For information about homeowner
associations in South Fayette, visit
southfayettepa.com/hoa.
If you represent a neighborhood association,
please connect with the township at
southfayettepa.com/rollcall.

▶ Larry
Tomei,
president
of the
homeowner
association,
enjoys the
amenities,
convenience
and country
feel of
living in The
Berkshires.
South Fayette Connect | Summer 2021 | 9

South Fayette CODE CORNER

The grass is always higher on the other side
Township code prohibits grass, weeds over a foot high
By John Kanaskie
It seems the grass is always higher on the other side of the fence.
One of the most common code complaints from residents in
the summer is that a neighbor's grass is too tall.
South Fayette recommends talking to your neighbors before
contacting the township; they could be dealing with extenuating
circumstances and just need assistance.
However, the South Fayette Township Code Enforcement
Department has a process to enforce local laws about brush, grass
and weeds, including a height limit of 12 inches.
You can submit a concern about high grass and other property
maintenance issues online at southfayettepa.com/request.
The township code—a set of ordinances, or local laws, adopted
by South Fayette—states that no person, firm or corporation
owning or occupying any property within the township shall
permit grass or weeds to grow or remain in excess of 12 inches in
height.
This regulation does not apply to reasonably maintained
hedges, vegetables or other plants grown for ornamental or
agricultural purposes. Undeveloped areas are exempt.

Grass CODE
Height Limit: 12 inches
Code: Township General Legislation,
Brush, Grass and Weeds: §120-5
Prohibited Vegetation
Purpose: Provides for health, safety,
cleanliness and comfort of residents
Applies to: Any public or private
developed property in the township
Code Violation: $1,000 maximum
fine, plus fees and court costs
View the Code:
southfayettepa.com/grass
Report a Complaint:
southfayettepa.com/request

10 |

When the township receives a code enforcement complaint,
we first must investigate to determine its validity.
If we are unable to verify the violation in person, we must rely
on proof, such as photos or video, from the resident making the
complaint. Without proof, we cannot take action.
If the township determines there is proof, the Code
Enforcement Department sends a violation notice to the property
owners via registered mail. They are given two weeks to take
corrective action.
We do not require action that would put property owners at
risk, such as mowing high grass on a steep slope.
If the property owner takes no action, the township issues
a citation. From there, the situation is referred to the district
magistrate.
The final result of the violation notice is determined through
this legal process, with a potential maximum fine of $1,000, plus
fees and court costs.
John Kanaskie is Code Enforcement Officer: jkanaskie@sftwp.com.

Diamond Sponsor - Bunny Hop Trail - Thank you!

South Fayette STORMWATER

▼ Residents of a homeowner association in South Fayette
restored their detention basin in 2020, after many years without
proper maintenance (inset). The improvements help prevent
flooding and erosion. (Photos by John Kanaskie)

KEEPING UP WITH THE

BASINS

BEFORE

Homeowner groups are
responsible for detention
basin maintenance

By John Kanaskie
Detention basins may seem like a waste of real estate in spots
where another home could have been built.
Actually, the basins are very important to the safety of
residents, homes and natural waterways.
Most neighborhoods in South Fayette Township include
at least one stormwater detention basin—a large, vegetated
depression or excavation usually found at a low elevation.
About 90 detention basins in South Fayette collect, or detain,
a large amount of stormwater when it rains or snows, slowly
releasing the water into a stream or creek.
The basins help prevent flooding and erosion of the natural
waterway.
Your detention basin usually is located on common property
owned by a homeowner association (HOA) or similar group, which
is responsible for regularly inspecting and maintaining it.
Proper maintenance is key to the basin’s proper function and
should be completed in early spring or late fall, when there is less
vegetation.
Here are some general care tips that apply to most basin types:

☑ Inspect After Storms
Inspect after every significant storm (precipitation of greater than
one inch at once, or greater than two inches total in 24 hours).
•

Look for damage to the outlet structure; repair if needed.

•

Remove sediment and debris.

•

Check for areas of erosion and address properly.

•

Note the amount of standing water. Most basins should
drain within 72 hours after a storm subsides.

•

Maintain vegetation, and mow if appropriate.

☑ Maintain Regularly
•

Yearly: Remove trees and woody vegetation from basin,
berm and hillsides and dispose of properly.

•

Yearly: Remove and repair any animal burrows in the
berm.

•

Yearly: Check for erosion in the basin and any channels
leading to it. If found, stabilize and re-vegetate.

•

Yearly: Remove large amounts of sediment and debris.

•

Yearly: Thoroughly inspect the outlet structure, especially
if the basin is holding water for longer than 96 hours
after precipitation. Remove clogs and repair structural
deficiencies.

•

Every 2 to 3 years: Trim any plant cover to 12 inches and
remove cut vegetation. Mow during dry periods.

•

Every 25 to 30 years: Remove sediment and return basin to
original shape.

☑ Keep Basin Clear
•

Prohibit dumping, which interferes with basin functioning
and violates township code, resulting in fines.

•

Do not place trash or grass clippings into storm inlets.

•

Limit sediment deposits by inspecting drainage channels
that are experiencing erosion.

Becoming familiar with the unique features of your neighborhood's
detention basin and learning how your stormwater system works is
necessary for proper basin operation and maintenance.

Questions? Contact township stormwater coordinator John Kanaskie: jkanaskie@sftwp.com. For more information on detention basins and how
they function, read the article “I Got Detention” in the spring 2019 issue of South Fayette Connect: southfayettepa.com/magazine.
South Fayette Connect | Summer 2021 | 11

South Fayette BUSINESS

Inside Scoop

Best friends open Millie’s ice cream shop
in South Fayette
Story & Photos by Andrea Iglar

n May.

Ra p h a e

li e's i

l Za

M il

ch

at

ar

ia

am

Kayleigh Lucas has the best job ever: she owns an ice cream shop
blueberry scone.
with her best friend.
Seasonal selections might include fruit sorbet
Ms. Lucas, a South Fayette resident, and Kate Smerecky—pals
in summer, pumpkin in fall and peppermint in
since middle school—opened Millie’s Homemade Ice Cream in
winter.
May near the I-79 interchange.
Ice cream is available in homemade waffle
y e t te e n j o
a
F
h
t
“It’s like a dream,” Ms. Lucas said.
y s i cones, cups or to-go pints.
So u
ce
“Nobody gets to grow up and then
Some flavors are gluten-free.
of
,
cr e
4
,
own an ice cream shop with their
Dairy-free, vegan gelato also is
h
best friend. It literally seems like
available. Beverages include
nonsense, but it’s true for us.”
milkshakes, coffee and hot
Millie’s in South Fayette
chocolate with homemade
is the first franchise of the
marshmallows.
Pittsburgh-area string of shops
Millie’s in South
selling all-natural ice cream
Fayette—the only South
made in Homestead with fresh,
Hills location—moved
local, seasonal ingredients.
into the former frozen
During its first month,
yogurt café in the Gateway Shops at
the shop was selling more than
Newbury Market, near the restaurants First
4,000 scoops of ice cream each
Watch, Blaze Pizza and Five Guys.
weekday, and double or triple that
Ms. Lucas, originally from Dormont,
amount on weekends.
and Ms. Smerecky, who grew up in Castle
“It’s been incredible and far
Shannon, graduated together from Keystone
surpassed any expectation that we
Oaks High School.
had,” Ms. Lucas said.
Ms. Lucas worked for an investment
“We really appreciate the support that
management company before spending nine years at
we’ve been getting from the community.”
home with her children. Ms. Smerecky, of Green Tree, was a
Flavors range from standbys like vanilla, chocolate and cookie
physical therapist.
dough to more unusual tastes such as lavender and white chocolate
In February 2020—just before the coronavirus pandemic—the

Gold Sponsors - Movies in the Park - Thank you!
Investigating the Past,
Evaluating the Present, Shaping the Future!

117 Sagamore Hill Road| Pittsburgh, PA 15239 | 724.327.7474 | www.kuresources.com
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▼ Kayleigh Lucas, left, opened
Millie's Homemade Ice Cream
in South Fayette with her best
friend, Kate Smerecky.

▲ South Fayette Township
Commissioners Rebecca Sray,
left, and Gwen Rodi, right,
join Millie's owners Kayleigh
Lucas and Kate Smerecky for a
ribbon cutting in May.

outgoing, personable friends decided to become the Millie’s Truck
Girls, taking over the ice cream truck for their former classmate
Lauren Townsend, who co-founded Millie’s in 2014.
Truck business ramped up last year for outdoor events because,
Ms. Lucas said, “when nobody could go out, we could still go to
them.”
Before long, the friends agreed to take on a brick-and-mortar
shop in South Fayette—an exciting adventure but also a big
adjustment for Ms. Lucas.
Residents of South Fayette for five years, she and her husband,
Dan, have three sons: Lane, 9, Rowan, 7, and Bhodie, 5. Ms. Lucas
said the challenge is to manage her family and business, “making
sure neither thing is done halfway.”

The scoop shop itself is a family affair. Ms. Smerecky’s wife, Jill,
is manager, and their adult daughter, Alivia, is among 15 part-time
employees.
And of course, working with your best friend is like working
with family.
“Being able to do this and share success with your best friend is
just amazing,” Ms. Lucas said.

Millie’s Homemade Ice Cream, 160 Millers Run Road, South Fayette,
is open year-round, 7 days a week, noon–10 p.m.: 412-874-5069;
millieshomemade.com; Facebook @millies.pittsburgh;
Instagram @Millies.

Gold Sponsors - Glass Recycling - Thank you!
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Green Sponsor - Summer Playground Camp - Thank you!

JOIN THE REBELLION®
3 checking accounts. Your choice of rewards.

• Rewards, paid each month*
• No minimum balance to earn your rewards
• Plus, we’ll refund your ATM fees, nationwide*
*After monthly qualifications are met. Stop in or call a bank representative for additional account
information and qualification requirements.

South Fayette
173 Millers Run Road
Bridgeville, PA 15017
www.washfin.bank (412) 221-1026
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Crystal-Clear Mission
By Andrea Iglar

Business owner shares passion for crystals and candles
“ It’s everyone’s dream,
turning your hobby, your
passion, into a business."

Seven years ago, Rachel Glarner started a
business in her dining room.
Today her online shop, New Moon
Beginnings, occupies more than 6,500
square feet of warehouse and office space
at Bursca Business Park in South Fayette.
—Rachel Glarner, New Moon Beginnings
Her staff prepares and ships 300
packages a day—a volume that increases
to 800 a day around the holidays.
as Amethyst Cacoxenite or Melody
The boxes can be heavy: New Moon
Stone, it is said to contain seven minerals
deals in rocks.
that help boost confidence, healing and
Ms. Glarner, of Upper St. Clair, had
spiritual growth.
quit a bank job to focus full-time on her
“It’s the all-around one that I’m most
interest in natural stones, crystals and
drawn to, just for my personality,” she
aromatherapy.
said.
“It’s everyone’s dream, turning your
A longtime crafting hobbyist, Ms.
hobby, your passion, into a business,”
Glarner started an Etsy shop in 2014,
she said. “What’s more of the American
when she had stone beads left over from
dream than that?”
making herself a bracelet.
New Moon Beginnings is an onlineAs demand grew, the business took
only store, selling through an Etsy shop
over her house, and eventually she quit
and website while connecting with
her job as a financial analyst to focus
customers on social media.
on New Moon. “It was the leap of faith
The COVID-19 pandemic spurred
everybody talks about,” she said.
the sale of self-care products.
In 2019, she moved to Bursca, and
“I’ve been seeing a lot more people
then doubled her space last summer as
waking up, working out, meditating,
sales grew. Today, New Moon employs
▲ Rachel Glarner, owner of New Moon Beginnings,
doing different things to improve their
more than 20 people.
displays a stone of amethyst crystals. Her South
mental state and emotional states,” Ms.
Ms. Glarner remains the creative
Fayette-based online shop sells crystals, rocks and
force
behind New Moon, designing
Glarner said.
aromatherapy products. (Submitted photo)
jewelry and candles, blending scents
“I think people are making it more of
and sharing information about the
a priority these days.”
healing powers of crystals. “Having a business is literally like having
New Moon’s crystals, rocks and minerals—sourced from
another child,” she said.
throughout the world—serve as jewelry, home décor and touch
points for meditation.
Ms. Glarner’s favorite stone—which she wears as a pendant, a
Website: newmoonbeginnings.com; Etsy Shop: etsy.com/shop/
gift from her husband, Christopher—is called Super 7. Also known
NewMoonBeginnings; Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, TikTok.
▼ New Moon's handmade candles are lightly scented with essential oils and sprinkled with herbs and crystal mixes. The cake-like aroma of "Happy
Birthday" candles, pictured, includes vanilla and orange. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)
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Corvette Cam
Steel Town car club's All-Chevy Show set for August
By Andrea Iglar
The Steel Town Corvette Club loves sporty
Chevrolets.
Club member Mick Yarina owns
three ‘Vettes—a 2006 black coupe, 1978
Silver Anniversary and 1968 427 Roadster
convertible.
“It’s like driving a
Cadillac, but it’s a twoseater sports car,” he said.
“And they look good.”
The club includes
150 Pittsburgh-area
Corvette enthusiasts

who enjoy camaraderie, car events and
the opportunity to raise money for charity
during their yearly car show.
The 40th annual All-Chevy Show,
sponsored by Colussy Chevrolet of South
Fayette, will be held
Aug. 8 at the Bridgeville
Volunteer Fire
Department.
General admission
is free. Proceeds from
raffles and car entry
fees mostly go toward
the club’s charitable
fund.
Over the past
three
years, the
Gary O'Data
club has donated
2004 Corvette nearly $20,000 to
organizations such as Santa’s Kids of
When: Sunday, August 8,
Monroeville and the Bridgeville Area Food
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Bank.
Where: Bridgeville Fire Department,
Club president Perry Minnis—
370 Commercial St., 15017
known for his Batmobile-inspired 2015
black C7 coupe—said the nonprofit club
Public: Free admission to spectators
is motivated to support charity: "We owe
Activities: Chevys, door prizes,
a lot to the community,” he said.
raffles, DJ, food trucks
South Fayette resident Carol Falo
entered her 2014 black C7 convertible
Car Entrants: $15 in advance or $20
into the car show in 2019. While she
day of show; includes T-shirt, photo
didn’t win a trophy, she enjoyed meeting
and goody bag
fellow Chevy owners.
“It was a great experience just to
Judging: Participants judge cars in 18
talk to people and see their cars,” she
categories, plus award Best of Show
said. “People are really enthusiastic about
and People's Choice. Steel Town
keeping their car and showing their car.”
Corvette Club members may show
Colussy Chevrolet has been
their cars but are not eligible to win.
sponsoring the All-Chevy Show for
Details: steeltowncorvetteclub.com
decades, marketing director Megan

All-Chevy
Car Show
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Colussy said.
“I think my grandfather started it when
I was a child,” she said. “I can remember
going down to the dealership after church
on Sundays, having a hotdog and seeing the
cars on display.”
The annual show draws more than
100 antique, vintage and modern Chevy
cars and trucks, with models such as the
Corvette, Camaro, Corvair, Chevelle, Monte
Carlo and Chevy II Nova.
The Steel Town club was founded in
1972 by race car drivers Donna Mae Mims,
of Dormont, and Don Yenko, a Canonsburg
Chevy dealer. Ms. Mims won her first race
driving a Corvette, a model launched in
1953 and known for precision handling.
Club vice president Bill Englert, of
South Fayette, and his wife, Chris, bought
their first Corvette for Bill’s 60th birthday—
at least, that was their excuse—and joined
the club in 2012.

maraderie
They have driven their Corvette crosscountry, visiting locations such as Pikes Peak
in Colorado, Las Vegas and Santa Barbara,
where they viewed fireworks over the Pacific
Ocean.
“I drive my vehicle all the time,” Mr.
Englert said. “What am I saving it for? I want
to use it.”
Many Corvette owners avoid driving their
cars in the winter, but the club attends events
during the driving season in multiple states
and in Windsor, Canada—across the Detroit
River from Chevrolet maker General Motors.
Gary O’Data of South Fayette enjoys
driving his millennium yellow 2004 Corvette
to his winter home in Florida, where a radio
station airs his pre-recorded music show.
Owner of 7,000 record albums, Mr. O’Data has dubbed his 45s
onto CDs so he can cruise around and listen to oldies and Motown
in his award-winning convertible.
“I like to drop the top and go,” he said. “It’s my therapy. I don’t
drink, I don’t smoke. This is what I do.”
A few years back, Mr. O’Data was thrilled
to win first place in his class at the Steel Town
show for his clean, well-detailed, all-original
car. He recommends the show for other Chevy
owners, too.
“It’s fun, and you get to meet new people
who have the same interest in cars as you do,” he
said. “It’s just taking pride in what you own.”

▲ Steel Town Corvette Club member Bill Englert, of South
Fayette, sits in his 2012 torch red Corvette at the southernmost
point of the continental U.S. in Key West, Florida, in 2015. He
has since upgraded to a 2017 Corvette.

Diamond Sponsor - Movies in the Park - Thank you!

Steel Town Corvette Club and All-Chevy Show:
steeltowncorvetteclub.com; Facebook @
SteelTownCorvetteClub.
◀ Carol Falo, of South Fayette, and her husband,
Jerry, enter her 2014 C7 Corvette convertible into
the All-Chevy Car Show in 2019.

All-Chevy Car Show
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◀ The Gladden
Acid Mine
Drainage
Treatment Plant
in South Fayette
cleans 1 million to
2 million gallons
a day of polluted
mine water.
Image courtesy of
Tetra Tech
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CLEAN CREEKS
$13 million treatment plant in South Fayette turns
orange water blue
by Andrea Iglar

L

ifelong South Fayette resident John Alan Kosky grew
up with Millers Run in his backyard.
The creek was tinted orange from coal mine
pollution—proof to his mother that her children had
been playing in the water.
“Your fingernails are orange, your clothes are orange,
everything is stained,” Mr. Kosky recalled.
“Needless to say, you couldn’t [hide] if you were playing in
the ‘crick.’ I think it wasn’t long after that my parents bought a
swimming pool.”
While the local creeks still may not be suitable for
swimming, trout fishing could be on the slate, thanks to a new
water treatment plant in South Fayette that is helping turn the
water in Millers Run and Chartiers Creek from orange to blue.

Mr. Kosky discussed the legacy of South Fayette’s orange
creeks during a dedication ceremony April 27 for the
$13 million Gladden Acid Mine Drainage Treatment Plant.
Mr. Kosky and his sisters, Lynn Janocha and Marsha
Schwab, donated land to build the plant behind the Original
Farmers Market pavilion on Parks Road, in the Gladden
neighborhood of South Fayette Township.
The dedication event featured federal and state leaders,
underscoring the broad importance of the treatment plant.
“Projects like this are important for the present and the
future of Pennsylvania,” state Department of Environmental
Protection Secretary Patrick McDonnell said.
“They represent not just environmental revitalization [but
also] economic revitalization.”
Stephen Frank
President
South Fayette Conservation Group
Photo by Andrea Iglar
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John Alan Kosky
South Fayette
resident

Katie Pugh
Environmental Scientist
Tetra Tech, Inc.

Patrick McDonnell
Secretary
PA DEP

Clean creeks will expand recreational opportunities,
stimulate business and attract transportation infrastructure
projects, said Thomas Shope of the U.S. Department
of Interior’s Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and
Enforcement.
“People want, demand and desire
clean water,” he said, noting the creek
cleanup will have “a profound impact on
this area for many, many years to come.”
The treatment plant began operating
in January to remove about 690 pounds a
day of orange-hued iron from 4 miles of
Millers Run and, by extension, 3 ½ miles
of Chartiers Creek, which eventually flows into the Ohio River.
The plant actively treats between 1 million and 2 million
gallons a day of mine discharge, and already there is a clear
difference in the water quality of the streams.
The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission will monitor
the water quality in Millers Run, and if the creek can support
aquatic life, trout stocking could start in 2022.

South Fayette Township officials are considering plans to
add creek access in Morgan Park along Millers Run Road, said
Paula Willis, the parks and recreation director.
“We wouldn’t have the opportunity to use the creek for
recreation if it weren’t for this cleanup
project,” she said.
The nonprofit, citizen-led South
Fayette Conservation Group worked
on the project for more than 10 years,
eventually securing a $13 million federal
grant—awarded through the state Bureau
of Abandoned Mine Reclamation—to
fund construction of the plant and
complete other stream restoration activities.
The core volunteers were Cindy Cox, Holly Bomba,
David Pope, Bob Milacci and Stephen Frank, president of the
conservation group.
“It’s nice that the work is done, but there is a lot more to
do in the next few months,” Mr. Frank said.
Next steps are to secure funding for the plant’s long-term

Trout stocking could
start in Millers Run
next year.

◀ South Fayette Township
commissioners Gwen Rodi (back
left) and Rebecca Sray (back right)
view the treatment plant with
South Fayette Conservation Group
members (clockwise from back)
Holly Bomba, Cindy Cox, David
Pope and Steve Frank.
Photo courtesy of Tetra Tech
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◀ The treatment plant
removes solids from mine
water and pumps sludge
into an abandoned dry
mine for disposal.
▶ Plant visitors—including,
at front, Mike Nerrozi of the
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission—cross the
350,000-gallon clarification
tank during a tour in April.
Photos by Andrea Iglar

operation, address flooding and erosion issues downstream,
and increase recreational and educational opportunities in
Millers Run, Mr. Frank said.
Next year, ownership of the treatment facility will transfer
to the Kentucky-based Clean Streams Foundation, via the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.
In general, no organization is specifically responsible for
cleaning up abandoned mine drainage, the result of decades of
coal mining in the region.
Mines in and around the Chartiers Creek watershed were
producing more than 24 million tons of coal a year by 1922.
Now abandoned, many underground mines have flooded
with water that is highly acidic. When the water surfaces, it
flows into rivers, streams and other waterways, negatively
affecting water quality, water appearance, recreational use and
wildlife habitats.
The Gladden-area mine discharge is the most significant
source of iron pollution in the lower Chartiers watershed,
according to engineer Tom Gray of Tetra Tech, Inc., the firm
that designed the treatment plant.

◀ A flow monitor shows 50 gallons per minute of water
being released back into Millers Run after being cleaned at
the Gladden Acid Mine Drainage Treatment Plant.

“We could not clean up Chartiers Creek unless we tackled
this discharge,” Mr. Gray said.
The discharge gushes at a rate of at least 750 gallons per
minute from the abandoned Montour No. 2 deep mine.
As part of the cleanup project, the polluted water is piped
underneath Route 50 to the Gladden plant, treated with
chemicals and pumped into a 350,000-gallon clarification tank
to separate water from iron solids.
From there, the water is filtered through another pond
and then discharged into Millers Run, where geese, ducks and
other wildlife are commonly spotted. The sludge is pumped
into a dry mine for disposal.
As long as the plant operates, the creeks will continue
turning from orange to blue.
“It’s been pretty exciting,” Mr. Frank said. “Everybody is
like, hey, look how good the stream is looking.”
Connect with the South Fayette Conservation Group:
southfayetteconservation.com; Facebook @sfconservationgroup.

▶ A duck takes off from
the waters of Millers Run
behind the treatment plant.
Photos by Andrea Iglar
South Fayette Connect | Summer 2021 | 21

'A lively little party'
Veteran celebrates 103rd birthday at Chartiers Bend

By Andrea Iglar

G
Photos
Counterclockwise from top right:
Getto Tuboni displays a photo of himself
from his military service in the U.S. Air Force
during World War II. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)
During his 103rd birthday party in April,
Getto Tuboni dances with Cookie Kunsman,
a fellow Chartiers Bend resident.
The fountain in the lobby of Chartiers Bend
Retirement Resort is decorated for resident
Getto Tuboni's 103rd birthday in April.
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uthrie “Getto” Tuboni’s
birthday party was one of the
best he’s ever had.
That’s saying a lot for someone who’s
celebrated 103 of them.
Mr. Tuboni celebrated his 103rd
birthday in April with fellow residents
of Chartiers Bend Retirement Resort, on
Mayview Road in South Fayette.
The group decorated with red—his
favorite color—and celebrated with cake,
punch, music, balloons, gifts and an
engraved pocket watch.
“I didn’t think it was going to be that
big,” Mr. Tuboni said. “I enjoyed it.”
He attributed his long life to “clean
living” and hopes to live as long as he can
remain active.
Mr. Tuboni’s 103 years is equivalent to
1,236 months or 37,595 days.
Born in 1918, he has lived through
two pandemics—influenza from 1918 to
1919 and, more recently, COVID-19.
Mr. Tuboni grew up in the South
Hills with his Italian-speaking parents,
Andrew and Sara. He remains fluent in
Italian.
During World War II, he served in
the U.S. Air Force in Fresno, California,
where he was well known for playing the
accordion. His father had purchased him

@SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

the instrument during a furlough.
After four years in the service, Mr.
Tuboni worked at his father’s bar, the
Piney Fork Tavern in South Park, and
played accordion in a four-piece band
called Hot and Tots, which played modern
American music with a dash of polkas.
After his father died, Mr. Tuboni
assumed ownership of the bar and quit
playing his instrument—a decision he
regrets.
“I should’ve kept playing for my own
good and amusement,” he said.
In his 50s, he married Viola,
nicknamed “Vi,” who shared his April 7
birthday but was exactly 10 years younger.
They had celebrated their 100th and 90th
birthdays with a joint party attended by
100 people and a polka band.
The couple lived at the Southpointe
Golf Club in Cecil for 20 years before
moving to Chartiers Bend in December.
Soon afterward, Viola died. The pair had
been married for more than 50 years.
The centenarian eats three meals a
day and occasionally ventures out with his
brother-in-law.
He hopes to celebrate his 104th
birthday the same way he did this year.
“You can’t beat it, a lively little party,”
he said.

South Fayette Township

@SouthFayettePA
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MILITARY
BANNERS
DISPLAYED
South Fayette Township Public Works
installed more than 65 banners honoring
military service members along Millers Run
Road and Washington Pike in May.
View banners and a map of their utility pole
locations: troopbanners.com/southfayette.
Banner orders are accepted any time: visit
southfayettepa.com/banners or call
412-221-8700.

PHOTOS
◀◀ Far left: South Fayette Township Commissioner
Rebecca Sray holds a military banner honoring
the late Thomas T. Cross, a World War II veteran
recognized by the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 586
on Millers Run Road in the Cuddy neighborhood.
Public Works employees Mark Mitchell (left) and
John "JB" Barrett (middle) attached the banner to a
utility pole in front of the VFW on Millers Run Road.
◀ Left: A bucket truck lifts the crew 15 feet high to
hang the Cross banner. ▲ Top: Mr. Mitchell installs
a bracket to hang a banner recognizing Mr. Cross'
grandson, Iraq War veteran Paul Abernathy.
—Photos & text by Andrea Iglar

Gold Sponsors - Military Banner Program - Thank you!

GARDNER MOVING
Est.1921
Mike Gardner

P: 412-257-4443
F: 412-257-8506
E: GMoving@verizon.net

757 Millers Run Road
South Fayette, PA 15057
GardnerMovingPGH.com

Let Our Movers Do The Heavy Lifting
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
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SOUTH FAYETTE SALUTES OUR

SP5 Denise Abernathy

SSG Paul Abernathy

S/Sgt Thomas T. Cross

Sgt Daniel DeGrave

1st Lt Louis A. Dernosek

Cpl William F. "Dugan" Duchess

Pvt Steve Horcick Jr.

Cpl Robert S. Horvat

S/Sgt Joseph P. Kamovitch Sr.

Army

Army

Army Air Forces
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Army

Air Force Reserve

Army Air Forces

Army

Army

Army

VETERANS & SERVICE MEMBERS
MILITARY BANNER PROGRAM ◆ SOUTHFAYETTEPA.COM/BANNERS ◆ 412.221.8700

TEC5 Matthew Kos Jr.

SSgt Steven Lower

RM2 Matthew J. Mikesell

Cpl Theodore L. Mitchell

PVT Henry Stankowski

Cpl James E. Stewart

Sgt Norman Albert Suhayda

SP4 Ronald H. Tuma

PFC Edward J. "Payday" Veneski

Army

Army

Army

Air Force

Marine Corps & Army

Army

Navy

Army

Army Air Forces
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COMMUNITY INVITED
TO READ SAME BOOK
Title to be picked by public vote
By Andrea Iglar
South Fayette Township Library wants to get everyone on the same
page with the One Book, One Community program.
From now to July 19, everyone can vote on which of four books
the whole community should read and discuss together.
Each title relates in some way to the pandemic experience,
touching upon themes such as isolation and communication.
Vote online at southfayettelibrary.org/oboc, or cast a paper
ballot at the library. The winning book will be announced July 29.
All adults and teens will be invited to read the book and then
participate in township-wide book discussions in mid-September.
Sarah Grebinoski, the adult programming coordinator, said
reading the same book will provide everyone with a common
starting point to reflect upon their personal experiences and the
broader issues raised by the coronavirus pandemic.
“The shared reading experience is a springboard for
conversation,” she said.
The program is possible thanks to a $3,000 grant from
the American Library Association’s Libraries Transforming
Communities initiative for small and rural libraries.
Ben Hornfeck, the library director, said the book discussion
will allow readers to interact however they feel comfortable—
talking, listening, or a little of both.
“It’s a good chance to talk about or hear about literature, and
hear about each other’s lives,” Mr. Hornfeck said. “It’s really a lowpressure environment.”
The four titles under consideration are:

26 |

The South Fayette Township Library wants the public to vote on which of four books
the entire community should read and discuss together. Presenting the selections are,
from left, library staffer Sarah Grebinoski and patrons Robin Grant, Frank J. Likar and
Mahathi Koduru. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)

•

Year of Wonders: A Novel of the Plague by Geraldine
Brooks—Historical fiction set during the 1666 plague.

•

Talking to Strangers: What We Should Know About the
People We Don't Know by Malcolm Gladwell—Nonfiction
examining communication strategies.

•

The Midnight Library by Matt Haig—Contemporary
fiction pondering regrets and alternative paths.

•

Life of Pi by Yann Martel—Adventure fantasy about a boy
and tiger surviving a shipwreck.

Copies of the winning book will be available through the
library in paper, digital and audio formats. Participants also can
enter for a chance to win a free copy of the book.
Ms. Grebinoski said the goal of One Book, One Community is
to connect with the library and with each other.
“After so much isolation over the past year, this program is the
perfect opportunity for the community to reconnect,” she said.
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412-221-8700

SouthFayettePA.com/Recreation
Youth Summer Camps
Pages 30 - 31

Adult Programs
Outdoor Yoga
Live Music & Food Trucks

Mondays 7 PM @ Boys Home Park; $11/class
Check online for dates

Fri. August 20

sfBfitness

Fairview Park

Tues. & Thurs. 9:30 AM; Wed. 7:00 PM

5 PM - 9 PM

South Fayette Fire Hall; $12/class
*Multi -class discount punch cards available online

WED.
1

JULY

PM

-

2

Entertainment schedule TBA

14

PM

South Fayette Senior

Center Parking Lot

Boards will be provided.
Great prizes!
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More than 75 volunteers picked up
litter around the community this
spring. The township provided
cleanup supplies and goody bags.

BUNNY

HOP

TRAIL

The South Fayette Bunny Hop Trail was held in Fairview Park this spring. More
than 450 vehicles drove through the park, spotting Easter eggs, waving to the
Easter bunny, and enjoying costumed characters and a live zoo. Volunteers
handed out treat bags to more than 600 children.

Diamond Sponsor - Bunny Hop Trail - Thank you!

Now performing weekdays
and weekends
Daniel Thompson Photography

Learning is a passionate and personal pursuit. For
each child, it carries its own momentum, power
and rhythm. Confidence and creativity grow in
and out of the classroom, and at Kiddie
Academy®, we recognize that it's never too early
to nurture every learning opportunity.
kiddieacademy.com/south-fayette
(412) 221-5658

Kiddie Academy of South Fayette
3169 Washington Pike
South Fayette, PA 15017
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MISSED PICKUP?
SOUTHFAYETTEPA.COM/REQUEST

Trash & Recycling

Waste Management
wm.com ◆ 1-800-866-4460

July
Thurs. July 1
Fri. July 2
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. July 8
Fri. July 9
Trash Collection

August
Thurs. Aug. 5
Fri. Aug. 6
Trash Collection

Thurs. Aug. 12
Fri. Aug. 13
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. July 15
Fri. July 16

Thurs. Aug. 19
Fri. Aug. 20

Trash Collection
Recycling

Trash Collection

Thurs. Aug. 26
Fri. Aug. 27

Trash Collection

Trash Collection
Recycling

Trash Collection
Recycling

Sept.
Thurs. Sept. 2
Fri. Sept. 3
Trash Collection

Fri. Sept. 10
Sat. Sept. 11

Trash Collection
Recycling

1-day delay due to
Labor Day

Thurs. Sept. 16
Fri. Sept. 17
Trash Collection

515 Millers Run Road, South Fayette PA 15064
412-221-8700
SouthFayettePA.com
Staff Directory
John M. Barrett, Township Manager
Administration

Parks & Recreation

Peggy Patterson, Executive Assistant
Shannen McKahan, Finance Officer
Patrick J. Catena, Assistant Manager

Paula Willis, Director
Ian McNeill, Assistant

Communications
Planning, Building & Code

John Phoennik, Chief of Police
Evonne Williams, Police Secretary
Police Business Office: 412-221-2170
Emergency & Dispatch: 9-1-1

Gary Hartz, Planning/Zoning Director
Joe Niedermeyer, Building Code Official
John Kanaskie, Engineering/Code
Abbey Scheerer, Administrative Assistant

Butch Truitt, Director
Dan Dernosek, Foreman

Andrea Iglar, Director

Police

Public Works

Community Resources
South Fayette Township Library

Thurs. July 22
Fri. July 23

Thurs. July 29
Fri. July 30

South Fayette Township

Garbage is collected weekly and
recycling every 2 weeks. If a holiday falls
before pickup day, collection is delayed
one day. Do not bag recyclables.

Trash,
Recycling
& Reuse Info

Thurs. Sept. 23
Fri. Sept. 24
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. Sept. 30
Fri. Oct. 1
Trash Collection

Benjamin Hornfeck, 412-257-8660, SouthFayetteLibrary.org

South Fayette Area Senior Citizens Association

Margie Smith, 412-221-3730, SouthFayettePA.com/seniors

South Fayette School District
412-221-4542, SouthFayette.org

Historical Society of South Fayette Township

Emily Brady, sfhistory3@aol.com, SouthFayettePA.com/history

Tax Collectors

Real Estate Tax, Kevin Biber: 412-221-9250, SouthFayettePA.com/tax
Earned Income Tax, Jordan Tax Service: 412-835-5243, JordanTax.com

Municipal Authority (Dye Tests & Sanitary Sewers)
Jerry Brown, 412-257-5100, MATSF.net

South West Communities Chamber of Commerce

Glass Recycling
Sat. Sept. 4 - Thurs. Sept. 9
7 AM - 8 PM
South Fayette Twp. Building
515 Millers Run Road

October Schedule
Recycling: Oct. 7-8
Trash only: Oct. 14-15
Recycling: Oct. 21-22
Trash only: Oct. 28-29

Mandi Pryor, 412-221-4100, SouthWestCommunitiesChamber.org

Volunteer Fire Departments in South Fayette

Cuddy, Fairview, Oak Ridge, Sturgeon: SouthFayettePA.com/fire

Police, Fire, Ambulance: 9-1-1

