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Manager's Message JOHN M. BARRETT

W

e value your voice.
As your local
government
organization, we
strive to gather
public feedback to
inform the major decisions affecting the
future of our growing community.
In our last edition of South Fayette
Connect, we asked you to participate in
a survey related to our Comprehensive
Plan and received more than 700
responses. You can view the results at
southfayettepa.com/compplan.
Now, I am asking you to respond to
another survey—this time, to hear how
you would use a proposed South Fayette
Community Center with a Recreation
Facility and Library.
Some of you may recall similar concepts in prior years and perhaps offered your
opinions on those. While there are valid reasons these past proposals never materialized,
I am pleased to share that South Fayette Township is poised to begin a new process to
design and construct a community center on township-owned property along Hickory
Grade Road.
The center would include recreation, fitness and community facilities, as well as an
expanded South Fayette Township Library.
The South Fayette Township Board of Commissioners, the township and library
staff, and Kimmel Bogrette Architecture have developed a preliminary plan to set up this
project for success, but we also need support and input from the community at large.
Please take the time to provide us with your candid feedback.
The online survey will be open from Mon. Nov. 8 through Tues. Nov. 30 at
southfayettepa.com/survey.
Thank you for continuing to make your voice heard so we can better serve you in
South Fayette Township.
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Leaf collections set

South Fayette

SHORTS

Curbside leaf collection
will be held Saturdays
Nov. 13 and Dec. 4 in
South Fayette. The night
before pickup, place
leaves and other yard
waste at the curb in biodegradable paper
bags no heavier than 25 pounds each.
Yard waste may include leaves, hedge/
tree/garden trimmings, brush, lawn
edging and grass clippings.

Sign up for township texts
and emails

Little Lions lottery registration
opens in December

Report missed waste
pickups online

Officer Kotar, of Cecil, graduated
from the police academy at the
Indiana University of Pennsylvania,
where he also earned a bachelor's
degree in criminology.

Enrollment requests for the 2022–2023
Little Lions Early Learning Academy
at South Fayette High School will be
accepted from Dec. 5 to Dec. 21. Eligible
students must be 4 years old by Sept.
1, 2022, and live in South Fayette.
Registrants will be selected by lottery
on Jan. 20. Details will be posted on the
school district website: southfayette.org.

District Judge Maureen McGrawDesmet administered his oath in
September.

Financial assistance available
for military banners

Police officer sworn in
Douglas Kotar has joined the South
Fayette Township Police Department.

Library offers online resources
The South Fayette
Township Library offers
online services that are
free with a library card.
Tutor.com offers online
tutoring for grades
K to 12 and college
students, plus adult
services such as GED preparation and
resume review. Hoopla provides access
to digital movies, music, eBooks, comics
and audiobooks with a computer or a
smartphone app. Details: 412-257-8660 or
southfayettelibrary.org.

A financial hardship fund
is available for families
wishing to honor a South
Fayette veteran or military
service member through the
township's Military Banner
Program: 412-221-8700;
southfayettepa.com/banners.

Receive emergency
alerts and the
latest news,
community events,
meeting agendas and more from
South Fayette Township. Customize
what you want to see delivered
to you as a text or an email. Visit
southfayettepa.com/notifyme.

Report missed
trash and
recycling
pickups 24
hours a day at
southfayettepa.com/request.
Messages will be automatically sent
to Waste Management, the hauler
that serves South Fayette Township.

Free mobile app connects with
South Fayette Township
Get what you need, when you need
it. Report missed trash pickups, get
emergency alerts, read news, find events
and more with South Fayette CitizenLink.
The free mobile app is available from
the App Store (Apple) and Google Play
(Android).

One Book, One Community
The South Fayette Township Library
hosted two community conversations
in September to discuss "The Midnight
Library." Readers chose the Matt Haig
novel for the library's One Book, One
Community program. Library patrons and
staff who attended the Sept. 21 session
included, seated from left, Cindy Cox,
Sarah Grebinoski and Mary Lou Wetzel,
and standing from left, Denise Abernathy,
Ben Hornfeck, Judith Atzler, Barb Laurin,
Kathy Brown, Jill Stubber and Leslie
Riker. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)
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Learn the sounds of fire safety

Meet

BARRY MILLER

Know what the beeps, chirps mean on your smoke alarm
By Andrea Iglar
What’s that sound?
If a beep or a chirp comes out of your smoke detector or carbon monoxide alarm,
knowing what the sound means can save you, your home and your family.
That’s the message from the nonprofit National Fire Protection Association, who
marked National Fire Prevention Week in October with a campaign about the sounds of
fire safety.
The sounds of each alarm may differ depending on the device type and manufacturer.
To learn the sounds of your specific smoke and carbon monoxide alarms, check the
manufacturer’s instructions that came in the box, or search the brand and model online.
Then make sure everyone in your household knows what the sounds mean and how to
respond when they hear them.
For people with hearing loss, alarm devices are available with strobe lights, pillow or
bed shakers, or other technology.
Here is the meaning of the basic sound patterns used by most alarms:
•

Hear a beep, get on your feet! A repeating set of three long, loud beeps means
smoke or fire. Get out, call 911 and stay out.

•

Hear a chirp, make a change! A single chirp every 30 or 60 seconds means the
battery is low and must be changed.

•

Chirping that continues after the battery has been replaced means the alarm is at
the end of its life and the unit must be replaced.

•

All smoke alarms must be replaced after 10 years. Carbon monoxide alarms
typically last seven years. Check the back of your alarms for information about
when they should be replaced.

Learn more at www.fpw.org or contact your local fire department: southfayettepa.com/fire.

B

arry Miller likes to be outside,
working with his hands. That
was part of the appeal of South
Fayette Public Works, where he has
been a truck driver and laborer for 11
years. He appreciates learning skills
on the job: "I always tell my kids to
just have an open mind because
somebody always knows more."
Hometown: Lives in South Fayette;
grew up on 100-acre horse farm in
Cecil
Education: Graduated from CanonMcMillan, where he was a wrestler
for 12 years
Family: Wife, Jaime; daughters
Marissa, 23, and Kylee, 21; sons
Barry, 12, and Colton, 10; dogs Juicy
and Grizzly
Hobbies: Camping; coaching youth
football and wrestling
Activities: Serves as deacon at
Calvary Full Gospel Church
First Job: Landscaping
Favorite Vacations: Camping at
Myrtle Beach and Virginia Beach
First Car: 1979 GMC pickup truck
Bucket List: Tour the American
West with a camper
Best Quality of South Fayette: "My
church and the people."
Fun Fact: While working for a
construction company, Barry
completed concrete work for
Heinz Field, the football stadium in
Pittsburgh: "The thing that stood out
about that was how cold it was by
those rivers."
— Andrea Iglar
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South Fayette AROUND THE TOWNSHIP

fire departments get new engines
10-Foot
Light Tower

Photos & text by Andrea Iglar

▶ The Fairview Volunteer
Fire Department, stationed
along Washington Pike in
South Fayette, has a new fire
engine with a 10-foot light
tower to help fight structural
fires.
The 2021 Pierce Enforcer
includes a 1,000-gallon water
tank. The light tower can be
raised, angled and lowered
with a control box (pictured).
The engine replaces a 1996
Pierce Quantum.
Total cost was about
$600,000, a deal because
the vehicle had served as
the manufacturer’s lightly
used demonstration engine,
Assistant Chief Keith
Dernosek said.

Queen bee

The engine is red, the color
that Station 268 has used for
trucks for 71 years.

◀ A new fire engine went into
service in June at the South Fayette
Volunteer Fire Department in Cuddy.
The 2020 Spartan fire engine is
equipped with a water pump and
hose, plus rescue equipment for car
accidents. It replaces a 1991 Pierce
Dash engine/pumper.
Total cost was about $1 million,
including $600,000 to purchase the
vehicle plus the cost to equip it.
Fire Chief Joe Janocha said no
borrowing was needed because
for 10 years, firefighters saved
fundraising proceeds and annual
contributions from South Fayette
Township.
The new engine is named “Queen
Bee,” in accordance with the
firefighting bee mascot of Station
266 and the department’s 84-year
tradition of using yellow trucks.
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Way to Go

This view from Hickory Grade Road in South Fayette in September shows the Southern Beltway, prior to opening, along with
a sign for the new South Fayette Way exit, which connects the toll highway to Route 50 in South Fayette. The Pennsylvania
Turnpike Commission’s beltway was set to open Oct. 15, with initial restrictions at its interchange with Interstate 79. The $900
million, 13-mile portion of the beltway—including more than 4 miles in South Fayette Township—connects I-79 to Route 22 in
Washington County and provides an alternate route to Pittsburgh International Airport. Beltway updates: 1-800-331-3414 or
southfayettepa.com/beltway. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)

Diamond Sponsors - Concert in the Park - Thank you!

Watson Institute
Our location in South Fayette
offers three programs designed to
support children with special
needs up to age 21.
The Watson Institute Social Center for
Academic Achievement (WISCA) school
program for students with high-functioning
Autism Spectrum Disorder.
The Education Center South Special
Education School for children with
exceptionalities, including: developmental
disabilities, Cerebral Palsy, Autism
Spectrum Disorder, and neurological
impairments.
Outpatient Behavioral and Mental Health
services including medication
management, individual therapy, Intensive
Behavioral Health Services (IBHS), and
psychological and diagnostic evaluations.

LEARN MORE!
WWW. T H E WA T S ON I N S T I T U T E . OR G |

412-914-8800

2 3 0 H I C K OR Y GR A D E R D , B R I D GE V I L L E , P A
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South Fayette AROUND THE TOWNSHIP

Senior citizens
resume activities
The South Fayette Area Senior Citizens Association has resumed
activities following a hiatus due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
During their luncheon meeting in July, members enjoyed a
concert with former South Fayette High School band director
Clem Rolin, who sings and plays trombone. Along with
saxophonist John Pastin, a retired conductor of the U.S. Navy
Band, Mr. Rolin performed a mix of classic tunes and sing-alongs.
The senior citizens group, for adults age 55 and over, meets in
the South Fayette Township building, 515 Millers Run Road.
Here is the activity schedule:
•

Third Monday of each month, 12:30 p.m., Luncheon

•

Mondays & Thursdays, 6 p.m., Euchre

•

Tuesdays, Noon, 500 Bid

•

Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m., Mah Jongg

•

Thursdays, Noon, 500 Bid (except third Thursdays)

•

Third Thursdays, 10:30 a.m., Mah Jongg

•

Fridays, 12:30 p.m., Bingo

For details, call Margie Smith, group president, at 412-221-3730 or
visit southfayettepa.com/seniors.
—Text & photos by Andrea Iglar
Clem Rolin &
John Pastin

▲ Trombonist Clem Rolin, left, grew up on National Hill in South
Fayette with Margie Smith, who is president of the South Fayette
Area Senior Citizens Association.

Janet Johnson
& Bob Kraus

Joyce Direnna
Bonnie Moore, Nancy LaSota, Gloria Duchess & Mary Heinrich
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Eagle Scout rank achieved
South Fayette members of Scouts BSA Troop 2 and Troop 248 recently achieved the rank of Eagle Scout, the highest rank in the
organization. As part of the requirements, each planned, organized, managed and completed a community service project.
Dylan Chappel, the son of Jamie Chappel of South Fayette,
mulched, weeded, and edged the butterfly garden behind
South Fayette Elementary School, plus painted a gazebo and
refurbished plaques. The South Fayette Township Commissioners,
including Keith Dernosek, left, and Gwen Rodi, recognized his
effort during a board meeting in July.

Ryan Carter, the son
of Lisa and Don Carter,
landscaped the area
around McDonald
Presbyterian Church and
rebuilt a stone retaining
wall at the entryway.

Jake Hanich, the son of
Sandy and Mike Hanich,
built and installed bird and
duck houses and repaired
a podium in the wetlands
near South Fayette High
School.

Tyler Evans, the son of
Amanda and J.R. Evans,
built a small lumber
bridge across a trail in
Settler’s Cabin Park.

Alex Miller, the son of
Traci and Sam Miller,
updated light bulbs at
the Oakdale Community
Center, plus cleaned,
repaired and replaced light
fixtures.

Back to School with JA BizTown

More than a dozen regional businesses gave away free school
supplies Oct. 2 during the Back-to-School BASH at Junior
Achievement of Western Pennsylvania in South Fayette.
Families received filled backpacks and participated in a
scavenger hunt in JA BizTown, a 10,000-square-foot simulated
business district that teaches youth about the workforce,
entrepreneurship and finance.
The event also featured a face painter, balloon artist,
magician, bounce house and appearance by South Fayette
resident Mark “Bubba” Snider, host of Bubba Show on 100.7 Star
(WBZZ-FM).
“Our JA BizTown facility opened right before the pandemic
hit,” said Patrice Matamoros, president of Junior Achievement of
Western PA. “This event was an opportunity for us to not only
give back but introduce the program to the community while
providing a fun and unique event for families to enjoy.”
Junior Achievement, 90 Emerson Lane, Suite 1403, Abele Business
Park, South Fayette: 412-208-4747; www.jawesternpa.org.

▲ Junior Achievement staff hands a Pirates hat to a student who
participated in a financial literacy game at the Back-to-School
BASH at JA BizTown in South Fayette. (Submitted photo)
South Fayette Connect | Fall 2021 | 7

South Fayette BUSINESS

WHAT ARE THEY BUILDING?
Here's what is being built or opening soon in South Fayette

BJ's Wholesale Club: Grocery
store/gas station being built at
Newbury Market near I-79
iHeartRadio: 102.5 WDVE-FM
moving into Beacon 1 office
building, Abele Business Park
ModWash: Car wash being
built at 3101 Washington Pike
The Piazza: Permits issued for
3 buildings on former Star City
site at I-79; Firebirds Wood
Fired Grill also planned
Montessori School: Being
built at 1782 Mayview Road
Empanada Co.: Restaurant
moving into former bar The
Wheel, 3058 Washington Pike

MS International, Inc. (MSI):
Flooring, wall and countertop
distributor remodeling
former BL Cream Co., 3115
Washington Pike
Amplify Church: Offices and
gathering area opening in
suite inside Bursca Business
Park
Verizon Wireless: $24 million,
14,840-square-foot addition to
facility in Abele Business Park
The Crossroads at Hastings:
Building permits issued for
Recon Brewery, a coffee shop
and a veterinary clinic
—South Fayette Township staff

▲ BJ's Wholesale Club with a gas station is expected to open by
the end of the year in Newbury Market, near Topgolf and Carvana.
Memberships: bjs.com/southfayette. (Submitted image)

Luxury salon opens at bursca
Abigail Pattison of Washington, left, has opened Atelier Salon in The Shoppes at
Bursca in South Fayette Township. The full-service luxury salon offers hair, makeup
and skin care services, specializing in cuts, color, hair extensions and facials.
Ms. Pattison formerly operated at Sola Salon Studios in South Fayette and at Posh
Salon in Mt. Lebanon. Her eight stylists participate in advanced training at least
eight times a year, Ms. Pattison said: "It's really important for us to stay up to date."
Atelier Salon, 3127 Washington Pike, South Fayette Township: 878-218-8233;
ateliersalonpgh.com; Instagram.
—Text & photo by Andrea Iglar

Gold Sponsors - Family Recreation Programs - Thank you!
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TOTAL WELLNESS

Yoga, barre studio focuses on mind and body
Story & photos by Andrea Iglar
Carla Higgins works full time as a corporate
health coach and describes herself as a
“highly caffeinated mom.”
But when she settles into a yoga
session, her roller coaster pauses.
“It’s practicing attention that I don’t
practice easily in my normal day because
life is busy with kids and family and work,”
she said.
Ms. Higgins opened
her wellness studio,
MindBody Yoga +
Barre, this summer
in The Crossroads at
Hastings, the business
component of the
Hastings neighborhood
on Mayview Road in
South Fayette.
For most of her
career, Ms. Higgins
focused on the
field of nutrition,
gradually becoming
more interested in
how physical activity
enhances mental wellness.
“Yoga and barre practice really
helps you dive a little deeper into your
mindfulness and how you’re moving, how
your body feels that day, how your mind
feels,” she said.
“It improves the quality of your
thoughts as a result, and improves the
fitness of your body.”
A registered dietitian and certified yoga
instructor with a master’s degree in adult
education and teaching, Ms. Higgins grew
up on a farm in Westmoreland County.
She now lives in Upper St. Clair with

her husband, Tom, and has two daughters,
Storey, 12, and Hope, 4.
Mike Kotyk, owner of Over The Bar
Bicycle Café in Hastings, had encouraged
Ms. Higgins to consider The Crossroads
for her business, which started as outdoor
classes and bloomed into the studio.
“I fell in love with this neighborhood
because of the sense
of community and just
the natural feel around
Carla
it,” Ms. Higgins said.
Higgins
“It’s beautiful and it’s
relaxing, so I thought
that’s the perfect place
for a yoga and barre
studio.”
The studio offers
in-person and virtual
classes from beginning
to advanced levels.
Virtual classes are
livestreamed and
available for replay.
Teachers also
offer periodic yoga for
children and teens, as well as yoga parties
for special occasions.
MindBody is a partner in the Live Well
Allegheny and Live Well South Fayette
initiative to encourage and enhance
wellness and healthy living.
Other businesses planning to open at
Hastings are Recon Brewing, a coffee shop
and a veterinary clinic.
MindBody Yoga + Barre, 1429 Hastings
Crescent, South Fayette: 412-532–6898;
mindbodyyogabarre.com; Instagram,
Facebook.

Gold Sponsor - Holiday Celebration - Thank you!

▲ Teacher Karen Nichols demonstrates a
yoga twist at MindBody Yoga + Barre in
South Fayette. The studio has a view of
homes in the Hastings neighborhood.

Gold Sponsor - Movies in the Park - Thank you!

GARDNER MOVING
Est.1921
Mike Gardner

P: 412-257-4443
F: 412-257-8506
E: GMoving@verizon.net

757 Millers Run Road
South Fayette, PA 15057
GardnerMovingPGH.com

Let Our Movers Do The Heavy Lifting
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
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EVERYONE CAN LEARN MUSIC
Lewis Music Studio expands in South Fayette
By Andrea Iglar
Becki Lewis firmly believes that
everyone can learn music.
That conviction, along with
her passion for music, is the
driving force behind her lesson
studio in South Fayette.
Lewis Music Studio
expanded this summer in
Abele Business Park, nearly
quadrupling its space.
A dozen instructors offer
lessons on 20 instruments,
including piano, guitar, strings,
voice, woodwinds, brass and
drums.
The studio offers online
and in-person private lessons
for children and adults, plus
small-group classes for ages 6
months to 9 years.

After a full shift to virtual
lessons at the onset of the
coronavirus pandemic, demand
for in-person rebounded,
and Ms. Lewis moved to a
2,300-square-foot space Aug. 1.
“A lot of people want to get
involved in music right now,”
she said. "It's a great time for us."
Ms. Lewis said people of
all ages and abilities can benefit
from music.
“It’s kind of like a mantra in
the music community,” she said.
“Everyone can learn.”
All her children—Ana, 12,
Addie, 10, Sam, 6, and Ezra, 2—
take lessons at the studio. Sam
is on the autism spectrum.
“Music is absolutely a

therapy for autism, and we
definitely incorporate that,” Ms.
Lewis said. “It teaches so much.”
Collier resident Ms. Lewis,
a Chartiers Valley graduate
with a degree in elementary
education from Duquesne
University, started learning
violin in third grade and piano
at age 12. She also plays viola
and flute.
Her husband, Scott, is a
2002 South Fayette graduate.
The journey to achieving
her dream of owning a music
studio started in 2012 at Calvary
Full Gospel Church in South
Fayette, where she had started a
music program.
After outgrowing that

space, Ms. Lewis moved to Old
Pond Road, and then expanded
on Abele Road less than two
years later.
She chose to stay in South
Fayette because of its central
location for her students and
the community’s support of
small businesses.
Ms. Lewis said playing
music provides many benefits
and serves as an outlet for stress
and other emotions.
“There’s so much music can
express that words can’t,” she
said. “I love to share that.”
Lewis Music Studio: 412-2088794; lewismusicstudio.net;
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter.

Diamond Sponsor - Holiday Celebration - Thank you!
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Becki Lewis holds
a viola, one of the
instruments she
teaches at her music
studio in South Fayette.
(Photo by Andrea Iglar)
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Top: Brothers Curt Fignar, left, and Don Fignar opened Tropical Smoothie Café this summer
in South Fayette. Inset: A ribbon cutting was held in August. (Photos by Andrea Iglar)

Healthy Appetite
Brothers open Tropical Smoothie Café in South Fayette
By Andrea Iglar
Blend a cup of blueberries, a banana and
two brothers, and what do you get?
Tropical Smoothie Café in the
Gateway Shops at Newbury Market in
South Fayette.
Siblings Curt Fignar and Don Fignar
opened the 980th café franchise in July,
serving 1,000 smoothies the first day.
The South Fayette community
has had an appetite for the new
eatery’s drive-thru and dining room,
with families, teenagers and sports
teams stopping in for fruit smoothies,
sandwiches, wraps and other lunch and
breakfast options, Curt said.
“You have this great sense of
community and belonging here,” he said.
“Everyone’s been so supportive.”
Other nearby cafés are in Moon and
Murrysville.
The five-year process to secure and
open a franchise of the Atlanta, Georgiabased Tropical Smoothie came to
fruition this summer near the Interstate
79 interchange in South Fayette.

Opening day drew a 100-person line
for chances to win free smoothies for a
year.
A few days later, a ribbon cutting
with South Fayette Township and the
South West Communities Chamber of
Commerce drew local business leaders,
who sampled smoothies with beachthemed names such as Island Green,
Sunrise Sunset and Bahama Mama.
The quick-service restaurant’s name
and environment is meant to evoke a
vacation mindset.
“It’s your everyday getaway,” Curt
said.
Both brothers have experience in the
food service industry and in business, so
they decided to combine their skills to
open a restaurant.
Curt, who is president, said
he divides tasks with Don, the vice
president of operations, based on their
strengths: “We kind of complement each
other,” he said.
The Fignars grew up in Hampton

Township, but Curt recently moved
to South Fayette to be closer to the
restaurant. Don lives in Findlay
Township.
Working together has allowed the
siblings to see different sides of each
other.
“It’s a way to get to know each other
better as people and professionals,” Don
said.
Tropical Smoothie makes items
to order, using real fruit, vegetables
and juices. A kids menu, as well as
vegetarian and gluten-friendly options,
are available.
“We’re really proud to be here in
South Fayette and offer that healthy
alternative,” Curt said.
Tropical Smoothie Café, Gateway Shops
at Newbury Market, 156 Millers Run
Road, South Fayette: 412-220-2395;
tropicalsmoothiecafe.com; Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, TikTok, YouTube,
Pinterest, LinkedIn.
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South Fayette

NEIGHBORHOOD
SPOTLIGHT

Constructing
Community

After a decade, Newbury transitions to established neighborhood
By Andrea Iglar

Newbury
Homeowner Association: Newbury
Neighborhood Association
Management Company: Innovative
Management
Built: 2010 to present
Number of Homes: 184 built, with
about a dozen lots remaining
Home Types: Single-family,
townhouse and carriage
Location: On a hill above PrestoSygan Road and Newbury Market,
on former property of the Koppers
chemical plant
Amenities: Private park with a
playground, grass commons and
sledding hill; walking/biking path
Streets: Celebration Circle,
Commons Lane, Gromwell Lane,
Marbleseed Lane, Newbury
Highland Drive, Saturday Way,
Village Lane
HOA Top Issues of Interest:
Stormwater, Public Safety, Roads
Builders: Benjamin Marcus,
EcoCraft, Heartland, Infinity, Kacin,
RDC, S&A, Stambrosky
Fun Fact: Gromwell Lane is named
for false gromwell, an endangered
plant species found in a handful of
places in Pennsylvania, including an
undeveloped part of Newbury
12 |

“Newbury” is a familiar name in South
Fayette.
It refers to the business center called
Newbury Market and to the hilltop
Newbury neighborhood that overlooks it.
After 11 years of construction, nearly
200 single-family homes, townhouses and
carriage homes are nearing completion in
Newbury. About a dozen lots remain.
Homeowner association president
Sean Roberts, along with his wife, Jennifer
Offenbeck, and their two children, moved
to the neighborhood four years ago.
Drawn by Newbury's proximity to
Interstate 79, easy access to amenities such
as Topgolf and its location in the South
Fayette School District,
they were among the first
waves of families to buy an
existing house via resale
rather than build a new
home in the community.
“It’s really transitioning
to more of an established
neighborhood now, beyond
a neighborhood under
Dave Silay
construction,” Mr. Roberts
exercises on
said in September.
a steep hill in
Ten-year resident
Newbury in
September.
Danielle Puhatch recalled
jackhammers and truck
noise during the early
stages of development but
said the completed plan was worth the wait.
“It’s gorgeous, and having more
neighbors is fantastic,” she said.
The neighborhood hub is a private park
bordered by Gromwell Lane, Celebration
Circle and Newbury Highland Drive.
Maintained by the homeowner
group for its residents, the park features a
playground, snow sledding hill and green
space for casual and planned activities.
Ms. Offenbeck said children often
knock on each other's doors to go outside.
“There’s always somebody playing in
the park and always something to join in
on,” she said. “It’s very inclusive.”
The homeowners' park and social

committee, co-chaired by Ms. Puhatch and
Ms. Offenbeck, has organized programs
such as Friday happy hour for adults, fitness
classes, the Newbury Palooza live music
festival, the Kidbury Olympics and a Fourth
of July bike and scooter parade.
Mr. Roberts said Newbury was built
to encourage neighborly interaction, with
closely built homes that are required to
have front porches.
Many Newbury residents get their daily
exercise by walking or biking the steep
driveway between the hilltop and PrestoSygan Road or by looping through the
neighborhood’s two miles of sidewalks.
Newbury, a brownfield redevelopment,
was built on the former
Koppers chemical plant
site. The land was made
safe to use through
efforts overseen by the
Pennsylvania Department
of Environmental
Protection.
Many Newbury
residents are families with
preschool and elementaryage children who own
single-family homes. But
the neighborhood also
includes teenagers, older
adults and renters.
Bill Price, vice
president of the homeowner association,
and his wife, Amy, moved from Upper St.
Clair to South Fayette seven years ago with
their sons.
Mr. Price’s mother soon followed,
moving into a two-story carriage home.
An attorney, Mr. Price and his law
firm handle legal matters related to the
Newbury development. But that work is
just a coincidence, not the reason he moved
to the neighborhood.
“We liked the development, we liked
the look and the feel of it, and we liked that
we could live directly on the park and just
have that nice lifestyle,” Mr. Price said.

Community Fun in Newbury
The Newbury Neighborhood
Association organized activities
for their residents this summer
and fall, including the Kidbury
Olympics, a bike and scooter
parade, and pumpkin painting.
Clockwise from top left: Grayson
Slater, 5, runs through an obstacle
course. ◆ MacKenzie Scarmazzi, 4,

Submitted photos

tries the long jump with helping
hands from her father, Nat. ◆ Raefe
Keckler, 5, leads a Fourth of July
scooter parade along Celebration
Circle, followed by Davie Keckler,
Heath Lyons, Parker Graham, Ryan
Graham, Grayson Slater and Austin
Lyons. ◆ Madeline Chiesa, 1, holds
one of the pumpkins that children
painted in October.

Newbury homeowner association officers, from left,
Danielle Puhatch, Sean Roberts, Jennifer Offenbeck
and Bill Price meet in the neighborhood park in
September. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)
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South Fayette STORMWATER

Help prevent
creek flooding

need woody vegetation on their
banks. These root systems reach
down into the soil and hold the
stream bank together, helping
prevent earth from eroding into
the creek.
Dead trees and vegetation
can be removed carefully and
taken away so they don’t fall
into the waterway and cause a
blockage downstream, but live
trees should remain.

Dredging and mowing? These
aren't the answers you're
looking for.

Dredging
Dredging is the act of removing
gravel, sand, mud or other
sediment from the bed of a
waterway.
However, stream sediment
occurs naturally, and if it is
simply removed, the stream
eventually will return to its
original, natural state.

•

Never deposit yard
waste, such as grass
clippings or dead trees,
into waterways or onto
the edge of a stream
bank.

•

Carefully remove and
haul away dead trees
or brush found near
waterways.

•

Report debris deposits
at culverts and bridges.
Don’t try to remove
them yourself.

Preventing Floods

By John Kanaskie
We recently experienced severe
flooding in South Fayette
Township, and “dredge the
streams” is a common call we
hear after such occurrences.
It’s often assumed that
dredging is a proper solution
to prevent flooding and that
cutting down trees along
waterways would help, too.
But the truth is that
neither of these activities
commonly prevents flooding,
and they actually can make
flooding worse.

could wash into
streams during heavy
rain, blocking water
flow.

Dredging is complicated
and expensive, and it should
occur only with an engineered
plan that includes measures
to eliminate or control the
sediment source.
Usually, dredging is not
the answer because sediment
buildup isn’t the main problem.
The bigger issue tends to
be debris, such as trees and
manmade items that make
their way into the stream and
cause water to back up.
Debris, compounded by
rain falling hard and fast, is a
recipe for flooding.

Property owners can take these
simple actions to help prevent
and reduce flooding:
•

Do not store things
like building materials,
yard toys/trampolines,
firewood or household
objects near waterways
because these items

Questions about stream bank
stabilization? Contact township
stormwater coordinator John
Kanaskie: jkanaskie@sftwp.com.

Diamond Sponsor - Concert in the Park - Thank you!

Mowing
Mowing right up to the edge of
a stream bank is never a good
idea.
Grass has very shallow
roots and does not hold stream
banks together.
To remain stable, creeks

Mowing up to the edge of a stream caused this stream bank in South
Fayette to become unstable and erode. (Submitted photo)
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@SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

South Fayette Township

@SouthFayettePA

South Fayette Township

Big Blockage
▶ Knowing heavy rains were
predicted, South Fayette Township
Public Works in late August removed
uprooted trees and debris from the
waters of Millers Run, in the vicinity of
Millers Run Road and Presto-Sygan
Road in the Morgan neighborhood.
▼ Removing these blockages allowed
water to flow more freely through
the channel, reducing flooding in the
area and preventing the creek from
overflowing onto nearby Verner Street,
which frequently floods.

Diamond Sponsor - Bunny Hop Trail - Thank you!
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South Fayette CODE CORNER

Businesses must identify
location as South Fayette
Local law aims to reduce confusion, boost public safety
By Andrea Iglar
We are South Fayette.
That’s the basic message of
a township law that requires all
organizations physically located in
the 21-square-mile community to
identify their location as South Fayette
Township.
The rule applies to businesses,
schools, community groups, churches,
health care facilities, clubs, residential
developments, recreational facilities,
governmental agencies, nonprofit
groups and other organizations.
Why has location identification
been a problem in South Fayette?
The U.S. Postal Service assigns
mailing addresses based on post office
16 |

SouthFayettePA.com

South Fayette CitizenLink

locations rather than the community
where you actually live or work—
causing confusion and potential safety
issues.
Addresses in South Fayette use
eight different ZIP codes and post
office names: Bridgeville 15017, Oakdale
15071, McDonald 15057, Sturgeon 15082,
Morgan 15064, Cuddy 15031, Cecil 15321
and Presto 15142.
This arrangement can confuse
people inside and outside the
community.
For example, more than 5,000
addresses in South Fayette have the
Bridgeville 15017 postal address—but
they do not live in Bridgeville, which is a
@SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

separate borough outside South Fayette.
Presto is a neighborhood in Collier
Township, while Oakdale, McDonald
and Cecil are separate municipalities.
Despite its McDonald 15057 mailing
address, the South Fayette school
campus is not located in McDonald.
The school district shares borders with
South Fayette Township.
Many organizations in South
Fayette have advertised that they
are located in other municipalities,
“exacerbating the confusion
of patrons and other visitors,”
according to the Truth in Advertising
ordinance approved by the Board of
Commissioners in 2018.

South Fayette Township

@SouthFayettePA

South Fayette Township

This rendering of fictional storefronts
shows some of the appropriate, legal ways
to identify a business in South Fayette
Township. (Image by Andrea Iglar)

NO MATTER WHAT YOUR
ZIP CODE SAYS

YOU ARE IN
SOUTH FAYETTE
IF...

Occasionally, the confusion causes
someone to summon emergency help
to the wrong municipality, “resulting
in delays at times when the prompt
response is essential to preserve
property and life,” the ordinance states.
The law requires every organization
physically located in South Fayette
to identify its location as South
Fayette in all advertising and public
communication, except when listing the
general street or mailing address.
For example, an organization
would be permitted to advertise as
“My Business in South Fayette” or
the “South Fayette Township branch
of My Business” and then list the

You pay or owe taxes to
SF Township & SF Schools

Your mailing address is
Cuddy, Morgan or Sturgeon

Your child attends South
Fayette School District

Your home or business is
within township borders
SouthFayettePA.com/maps

mailing address as “123 Example Street,
Bridgeville, PA 15017.”
The law covers print, audio and
digital communications in all media
formats, including, but not limited to,
newspapers, flyers, television, radio and
internet.
Organizations referencing the
name of another municipality (such
as Bridgeville, McDonald or Oakdale)
on property signage also must affix the
words “South Fayette Township” to each
visible sign face.
While voluntary compliance
is preferred, each violation of the
ordinance may result in a $500 penalty.
Questions? Call 412-221-8700.

Truth in Advertising
Code: Township General Legislation,
Chapter 95: Advertising Materials
Purpose: Provides for the correct
identification of addresses physically
located in South Fayette Township
Applies to: All public, private,
nonprofit and governmental
organizations
Penalty: $500 fine per violation, plus
court costs
View the Code:
southfayettepa.com/identity
ZIP Codes & Map:
southfayettepa.com/zip
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911 Hero
Eleven-yearold calls for
help when
his dad has
medical
emergency
Story & photos by
Andrea Iglar

A

fter bee stings sent him to
the hospital, BJ Cernicky
learned two major lessons:
#1: Wear long pants when weed
whacking.
#2: Make sure all the kids know how
to call 911 in emergencies.
Luckily, the South Fayette resident’s
11-year-old son, Braden, was able to
keep his cool and seek help from a 911
operator this summer after his dad
collapsed from a severe allergic reaction.
“Scary, but good thing Braden was
here,” BJ said.
The experience prompted BJ and his
wife, Katie, to review how to use 911 with
all three of their children. Plus, they plan
to add a landline for emergencies.
Marissa O’Malley, manager of the
Allegheny County 911 Center, said it’s
important to teach young children
how to use 911.
“Kids don’t even know what it is
anymore,” she said.
In Allegheny County, including
South Fayette Township, people call
911 for emergencies, and operators
dispatch local ambulance, fire and
police departments to help.
One Sunday in August, BJ
was at home in the Walnut Ridge
18 |

◀ Braden Cernicky, 11, of
South Fayette called 911
for help when his father
collapsed from an allergic
reaction to bee stings in the
family's backyard in August.
Left, the fifth-grader displays
the number pad on his dad's
mobile phone.
▼ In their patrol vehicles,
South Fayette Township
police officers receive 911
calls via radio and computer.
Below, Lt. John Leininger
demonstrates how he
responds to emergency
dispatchers by radio.

That’s when fifth grader Braden took
neighborhood with his sons Braden and
over: “I grabbed the phone and started
six-year-old Nathan. Katie was at the
grocery store, and their daughter, Taylor, talking to the guy.”
Even though he was a little nervous,
13, was visiting a friend.
Braden answered questions from the
BJ was trimming grass behind his
operator about his father’s condition
backyard shed when bees stung him 8 to
and watched for an
10 times on the legs and
arms.
"Scary, but good thing ambulance.
Ms. O’Malley,
Since he’d never
Braden was here."
the 911 manager, said
been allergic before, BJ
was caught off guard
—BJ Cernicky answering an operator’s
when, 10 minutes later,
questions helps gain
information for responders.
he became dizzy, confused and blinded.
“Those questions don’t delay help
He stumbled into the kitchen and
coming,” she said.
held out his smartphone for Braden to
The 911 operators generally dispatch
hit the numbers 911. Fortunately, the
phone was still unlocked from a call with responders who can arrive most quickly.
Public safety agencies based in
his wife a few minutes earlier.
South Fayette include the South
BJ told the operator his name, his
Fayette Township Police Department,
medical issue and his address before he
SouthBridge Emergency Medical Service
collapsed next to the kitchen counter.
and the Fairview, Oak Ridge, South
Fayette and Sturgeon volunteer fire
departments.
SouthBridge EMS responded to
the Cernicky emergency, stabilizing BJ
and taking him to St. Clair Hospital.
Later that night, BJ returned home
healthy.
“I was just, like, happy that he was
OK,” Braden said.

Ways to Reach 911
Calling 911 isn't as straightforward as it was
before cellphones.
While Braden used 911 successfully, the
experience may not have turned out as well if
his dad’s mobile phone had been locked by a
password because the fifth-grader did not have
access to a household phone or an individual
phone of his own.
Since the incident, BJ and Katie have
taught their kids how to access 911 on a locked
cellphone, and they plan to add a house phone.
Ms. O’Malley recommended installing a
landline for emergencies because it is accessible
to everyone—even to children whose parents’
smartphones are locked or unavailable.
Also, unlike when calling from a cellphone,
calling 911 from a landline automatically
displays the phone’s physical address to
operators, allowing them to dispatch help
immediately and accurately.
On an unlocked mobile phone, callers can
dial 911 on the number pad.
When a mobile phone is locked, callers can
use the Emergency SOS or similar button on
the passcode entry screen.
On most smartphones, device owners can
ask Siri or other built-in voice assistant to start
a 911 call.
Due to communications
regulations, Amazon’s virtual
assistant, Alexa, cannot call
911 directly, but it can be set
up to do so when connected
to additional equipment,
according to articles about
the technology.
Ms. O’Malley said you
cannot contact 911 via
FaceTime.
“That’s in the future
of 911, but currently, no,”
she said.
Sending a text to 911 is an
option for hearing-impaired people or anyone
in a situation where it would be dangerous to
speak aloud.
Texting 911 requires a mobile phone or
computer tablet with an active text or data
plan.
“If your child can text from their iPad, they
can text to 911,” Ms. O’Malley said.
A phone call, however, is preferred in most
circumstances.
“Just like when you text day to day, it can
get lost in translation,” she said, “so we like to
have that normal phone call.”

Say you're in South Fayette
To ensure the quickest emergency response when
you call 911, know your actual location: South Fayette.
Marissa O’Malley, manager of the Allegheny County 911 Center, said
callers should provide not only the street address of the emergency
but also the municipality—that is, the name of the city, township or
borough.
In South Fayette Township, your mailing address may include one of
eight post office names—Bridgeville, Oakdale, McDonald, Sturgeon,
Morgan, Cuddy, Cecil or Presto (see article on page 16–17).
But you also need to provide the name of the township where you live
or work. When you call from a home or business in South Fayette, say
you’re in South Fayette.

Details: southfayettepa.com/911.
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SNPJ club
rebuilt
after 1982
disaster
by
Victoria Viola
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In

their 117-year history, nothing has
stopped members of the SNPJ club in
South Fayette.
After a devastating fire 40 years ago, Lodge No. 6 on Sygan Hill
rebuilt and carried on, and in the process has evolved from a
Slovenian club to a social hub for the whole community.
Throughout more than a century of challenges and
changes, the club has persevered.

The SNPJ
SNPJ is an acronym that stands for the organization’s
Slovenian name, "Slovenska Narodna Podporna Jednota,"
which translates to "Slovene National Benefit Society."
The national organization—headquartered today in the
Imperial village of North Fayette Township— is a fraternal
benefit society and nonprofit insurance company.
It was established in 1904 to offer affordable life insurance
and disability coverage to early Slovenian immigrants, who
often worked in dangerous jobs.
Immigrants from Slovenia, in central Europe, began
settling the Sygan area of South Fayette in 1901 to work in local
coal mines. In 1904, they chartered the sixth SNPJ lodge in the

United States.
The club provided a respite from the hard labor of mining,
offering members the opportunity to socialize and spend time
with others who spoke their native language.
Initially gathering in their homes, 19 members purchased
land in 1911 and built a meeting place at Hook Street and Third
Avenue in the Sygan neighborhood, on a hill between Sygan
Road, Presto-Sygan Road and Millers Run Road.
The lodge sits at the same location today. Modern facilities
include a bar and clubroom, an eight-lane bowling alley and a
300-person banquet room, which is available for rent with food
and drink packages.
Perhaps most importantly, the lodge continues to serve as
a place to forge social connections.
Lodge vice president Vincent “Babe” Baselj, 80, has enjoyed
decades of friendship within the SNPJ, including with fellow
accordion-playing members of the Sygan Button Box Club.
His children, grandchildren and 10-year-old
great-granddaughter also have gotten involved in the
multigenerational organization.

▲ SNPJ Lodge No. 6 president Karen Pintar, left, and vice president Vincent "Babe" Baselj are lifelong members of
the Sygan lodge in South Fayette, which features a banquet hall that is available for rent. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)
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▲ Elaine Ann Kvartich of Lodge No. 6 held the national Miss SNPJ title in 1965. Her portrait, above right, is featured in a gallery of past pageant
winners in the Sygan banquet hall. ▼ In 1924, the cost of a dance ticket at the Sygan SNPJ hall was 50 cents. (Photos by Andrea Iglar)

The Fire
One of the group’s biggest challenges was rebuilding the lodge
after an electrical fire ravaged the structure nearly 40 years ago,
on April 8, 1982.
Nearly every part of the building was destroyed except the
downstairs bowling alley, thanks to concrete walls and floors.
Karen Pintar, president of the Sygan lodge, said the fire
was a devastating loss.
“That thing went up so fast that there was nothing—
nothing—you could do,” she said. “It was a disaster.”
Four fire departments reportedly responded: South
Fayette, Oak Ridge, Fairview and Bridgeville. Fortunately, no
one was injured, but the lodge was left in ruins and faced a
daunting, expensive rebuilding process.
Lacking their own building, Lodge No. 6 continued to hold
general meetings in borrowed spaces. The club carried on
and was able to rebuild
and expand, their new
facility standing larger
than ever thanks to
overwhelming support
from SNPJ members
and the outside
community.
The lodge borrowed
funds from the SNPJ
headquarters to
rebuild, and members
reconstructed much
of the interior free of
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charge.
“I never thought things would work out, but everyone
pitched in and did one heck of a job,” Mr. Baselj said.
The lodge was able to fully reopen in 1985.
When the group paid off their rebuilding loan, they
celebrated with a “mortgage burning” party in 2008.
“We were all crying that night,” Ms. Pintar said.

The lodge
After rebounding from the fire, the lodge continued to grow,
hosting social events and entertainment such as polka bands.
Mr. Baselj recalled busy Sunday dinner dances: “This place
was always packed.”
Despite a temporary shutdown last year due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the club has reopened, and many
activities have resumed, including bar bingo, dart tournaments,
karaoke and—the most popular—bowling.
Although money had been scarce after
the Great Depression, the club decided in
1939 to install a bowling alley and then
expanded it in 1956. Bowling leagues and
open bowl nights have drawn loyal crowds
for more than 80 years.
Ms. Pintar’s best bowling score to date
is 247—well above average in a game with
a perfect score of 300.
“As soon as you could walk, they put
a bowling ball in your hand and said, go
bowl,” lifelong lodge member Ms. Pintar
recalled. “And that was pretty much how
I grew up.”

1974

2021

Photo by
Victoria Viola

Image courtesy of SNPJ Lodge No. 6

Same Street, Different Building
After a devastating fire in 1982, the SNPJ Sygan Lodge No. 6 was rebuilt
at its original location on the corner of Hook Street and Third Avenue in

South Fayette Township. Top Left: In 1974, the lodge celebrated
its 70th anniversary with a parade up Hook Street, past the
meeting house. Top Right: Today's lodge retains a similar
footprint at the same location on Sygan Hill.

The members
Lodge No. 6 is home to four
winners of the Miss SNPJ
national pageant, which
involves community service,
activity participation and
talent showcases.
Sygan winners are Elaine
Kvartich (1965) Judy Pintar
(1975), Darcy Brand (2007)
and Danielle Brand (2012).
Anyone, regardless of
heritage, can pay annual dues
to join the lodge as a social
member or can purchase life
insurance through the SNPJ
to become a “beneficial”
member.
With more than 2,000
members, Lodge No. 6
boasts the second largest
membership in the country
and has issued more life
insurance than any other
lodge.
Ms. Pintar has longtime
friends at the lodge as well
as beyond Sygan, thanks to
her days attending youth
conventions and her current
job as secretary of the SNPJ
national board.
“You meet people from
everywhere, and it’s all

because you belong to the
SNPJ," she said.
The Sygan lodge strives
to involve younger people
through their children’s
group, Circle 36, which
originated as the Jolly Juniors
in 1928.
Children ages 4 to 12
can participate in events
such as bowling and holiday
celebrations, and everyone is
invited to drive-thru trick-ortreating on Halloween.
Rooted in century-old
traditions but willing to
change with the times, the
Sygan SNPJ has continued
to thrive, thanks to the
resilience of generations of
members who have kept the
lodge alive.
SNPJ Sygan Lodge No. 6,
540 3rd Ave, South Fayette:
412-257-4007; sygan.net;
Facebook.
Victoria Viola, a junior at
St. Vincent College, was a
communications intern at
South Fayette Township.

▲ Today's SNPJ Sygan Lodge No. 6 includes, clockwise from top
left, an eight-lane bowling alley; a member bar and clubroom;
and a 300-person banquet hall. (Photos by Victoria Viola)
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SOUTH FAYETTE SALUTES OUR

SrA Robert C. Aubrey

TSgt Michael J. Balisky

Cpl William R. Barbish

Cpl John Barufaldi Sr.

LCpl Henry Bourg

PFC John P. Brady

Ben Bruni

PFC Benjamin Cardillo

A1C Stephen Chachula

Air Force

Army

Army
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Air Force

Marine Corps

Army

Army

Marine Corps

Air Force

VETERANS & SERVICE MEMBERS
MILITARY BANNER PROGRAM ◆ SOUTHFAYETTEPA.COM/BANNERS ◆ 412.221.8700

S/Sgt Kenneth P. Chambon

Richard Hayes Chappel

S/Sgt George Danilo

PFC Nick Danilo

S1c Steve Danilo

Sgt Charles E. Davidson

Cpl Alfred M. Desmet Jr.

SPC Daniel Eichler

Lt Col John Fehl

Army

Army

Air Force

Navy

Navy

Army

Air Force

Army Air Forces

Air Force
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SOUTH FAYETTE SALUTES OUR

Cpl Joseph J. Godfrey

SP4 Kenneth A. Hofrichter

1LT Aaron R. Ketter

SPC David W. Ketter

Edward Kos

PhM3c Vincent Kos

Antonia Kos Witt

TEC5 John L. Kosky Jr.

S1c John L. Kosky Sr.

Army

Army

Army
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Army

Navy

Army

Army

Navy

Navy

VETERANS & SERVICE MEMBERS

Sgt James L. Kosky

TEC5 Bernie "Bud" Kramer

Cpl Walter G. McCartney

E-7 Joseph Meehan

Pfc Michael Mizia

Cpl Carl Morton IV

PFC Harry David Nadeja

SP4 James A. Nadeja

John Parkes Jr.

Army

Air National Guard

Army

Army

Army

Army

Army

Marine Corps

Army
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SOUTH

SALUTES

Cpl Richard G. Peters

Cpl Paul Quinlan

Lt Col Erik C. Schillo

SN Norman E. Taylor

Sgt Blake W. Ulrich

EM2 Romeo Mayo Vezzi

SSgt James Williams

SF3 John "Jack" Williamson Jr.

Pfc Andrew Zura

Army

Navy

Air Force
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FAYETTE

Army Air Corps

Army National Guard

Navy

Air Force

Navy

Army

Cuddy honor roll
refurbished
South Fayette Township has
refurbished the veterans’ honor
roll in front of the South Fayette
Volunteer Fire Department in the
Cuddy neighborhood.
The $4,435 project, completed
by McDermott Contracting of
Bridgeville in July (pictured),
included replacing the damaged
stone top with a granite slab, plus
pressure-washing and resealing the
four-sided memorial. South Fayette
Township Public Works assisted.
The memorial lists more than 1,000
names of military veterans from
South Fayette.
—Andrea Iglar

Platinum Sponsor - Accessible Hunt - Thank you!
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Out of the bubble,
into the library

Storytime program boosts social skills and literacy
By Andrea Iglar
“No Sleep for the Sheep!” and “Chickens to the Rescue” are
cute, funny children’s books about farm animals, and they help
strengthen early childhood literacy.
Such books also are helping youngsters learn to socialize
again—or maybe for the first time—since the COVID-19 pandemic
began last year.
As long as weather permits, the South Fayette Township
Library is holding outdoor Family Storytime for toddlers,
preschoolers and their
Jennifer Geis & caregivers in Morgan
Michaela Geis, 3 Park. The in-person
sessions are the first since
March 2020.
Nicole Harding, the
youth services librarian,
said many children have
spent the past 18 months
lacking contact with
peers and adults outside
their family bubble—
some kids rarely, if ever,
leaving the house.
Two- and three-yearold children may not
even remember being in a group setting, she said.
“We need to provide them with a safe environment to be able
to socialize with their peers,” Ms. Harding said.
During Storytime in September, Ms. Harding animatedly read
from two illustrated books, displaying pictures and making eye

The South Fayette Township Library
raised more than $19,000 during Love
Your Library month in September,
including $9,000 at the Beer for Books
fundraiser Sept. 30. A portion of the
money is being matched by the Jack
Buncher Foundation as part of the
countywide Love Your Library initiative
to support community libraries.

Nicole Harding,
youth services
librarian, reads aloud
a children's book at
Family Storytime
in Morgan Park in
September. (Photos
by Andrea Iglar)

contact with each child. She frequently interacted by leading songs,
making comments or asking questions to encourage back-andforth exchanges.
The atmosphere provided opportunities to teach language,
vocabulary and reading comprehension, plus develop children’s
social skills and emotional expression, she said.
Ms. Harding said caregivers and parents can engage their
preschoolers in similar ways to help build a solid foundation for
literacy and, eventually, the classroom.
When Storytime cannot be held in person, the library offers it
virtually, using password-protected Zoom sessions.
While the online version isn’t quite the same as being
physically present together, it still offers benefits, Ms. Harding said.
“Even though it’s onscreen,” she said, “if it’s interactive, it still
engages the brain.”
Storytime Bundles are available for checkout at the library. The bags
include a curated collection of library books, plus crafts and activities
that enhance early literacy. Contact the library for details: 515 Millers
Run Road, South Fayette; 412-257-8660; southfayettelibrary.org.

Photos by Harry Funk ▲ Chris Brunetti, Ben Hornfeck &
Leslie Riker ▼ Dave Iglar

▲ Matt & Lauren Stark ▼ Beth Seabright, Michele Harris, Jen
Crouse, Lesley Kohlmyer & Carrie White

More than 100 people attended Beer for
Books at Helicon Brewing in Oakdale,
enjoying beautiful fall weather, craft
beer, food trucks and live music by the
Dave Iglar Band. More than a dozen
organizations sponsored the event.
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New playgrounds open

Safety, accessibility improved at Boys Home Park and Fairview Park
By Andrea Iglar

▲ South Fayette summer campers Evan
Richards, left, JT Restivo and Michael
Orlando enjoy the new triple slide at Boys
Home Park.

Four-year-old Lottie Spanovich and her
brother, Ronan, 2, enjoyed their first visit
in September to the new, space-themed
playground in Fairview Park.
“Cool!” Lottie said. “I really like it.”
Her mother, Sara, appreciated the
rubber safety surface that replaced mulch
at the former Clifford-themed playground
near the Greenwood Drive entrance.
“This is wonderful,” she said. “This is
perfect for their ages.”
Two new playgrounds opened in South
Fayette this summer as part of a project to
update Fairview Park and Boys Home Park.
Paula Willis, the township Parks
and Recreation Director, said the
project has improved safety and
accessibility.
“The Boys Home
playground in particular
encourages inclusive
play to accommodate all
abilities and mobilities,”
Ms. Willis said.
“It’s very exciting to
watch all the kids have fun
Weston
on this new equipment.”
Martin, 1
Improvements at
both parks include new
play equipment with safety
surfacing, walkway construction,
and accessibility features that meet or
exceed standards of the Americans with
Disabilities Act.
To help fund the approximately
$600,000 project, South Fayette was
awarded a $300,000 grant from the
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources’ Community
Conservation Partnerships Program.
In addition, the township raised $1,070
last year through a virtual 5K event.
The Public Works Department assisted
by grading land, installing concrete curbs
and removing outdated equipment.
A playground dedication event in
August at Boys Home Park welcomed

about 50 children, ages 5 to 12, from the
township’s summer camp program.
Jason Mount, president of the Parks
and Recreation Board, said the project is a
“fantastic investment in our community.”
Here is a summary of the project:
•

Boys Home Park: Constructed
accessible playground for ages 5 to
12, with parking and walkway; the
other playground (built in 2003) is
being removed

•

Fairview Park at Entrance
Pavilion: Replaced decade-old
equipment with new playground
designed for ages 3 to 5; installed
rubber safety surface and
accessible sidewalk
• Fairview Park at Rotary
Pavilion: Added swings
and upgraded safety
surface from wood chips
to poured rubber at
the 2,280-square-foot
playground (built in 2015)
• Fairview Park: Removed
a small, non-accessible
playground across the street
from Field A; the area is being
converted into a picnic nook

Playground rehabilitation was
identified as a high priority in the
township’s Comprehensive Recreation
Plan, adopted in 2019.
Ms. Willis said people who use the
playgrounds include summer campers,
pavilion rental guests, sporting event
spectators and other park visitors.
“It’s a community project that benefits
everyone,” she said.
The new playgrounds are located at Boys
Home Park, 4499 Boys Home Road, South
Fayette 15071, and Fairview Park, 129
Greenwood Drive, South Fayette 15017.
Directions: southfayettepa.com/parks.

Inclusive playground at Boys Home Park
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Playgrounds Launched
◀ Ronan Spanovich, 2, climbs on the new tot playground in
Fairview Park. ▲ The space-themed equipment is located
next to the pavilion near the Greenwood Drive entrance.
▼ South Fayette Township holds a ribbon cutting in August
for an inclusive playground in Boys Home Park, along with
50 summer campers, ages 5 to 12. (Photos by Andrea Iglar
and Victoria Viola)
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Fairview Park set to

F

By Andrea Iglar
airview Park is on the verge of a
major expansion.
Work started this fall to
prepare land that eventually
will include a splash pad, a
pavilion with restrooms, a
fenced dog park, three ballfields and a park
entrance from Mayview Road.
Paula Willis, the South Fayette
Township parks and recreation director,
said the amenities will accommodate a
greater variety of activities.
“We’re really creating a park that’s a
community hub,” she said.
Most of the new facilities are being
built on 68 acres of the former Mayview
State Hospital property that the township
acquired in 2017. The Mayview site
increases the size of Fairview Park by more
than 50 percent.
The splash pad, a recreational water
feature for all ages, could open next

summer, depending on weather and
material availability.
The pavilion, with restrooms and a
kitchen, will be divided into two rental
spaces to accommodate up to 110 people
on each side.
A 5-acre dog park will be formed
in the woods behind the existing
multipurpose fields at the Mayview end
of Fairview Park. The Bark Park will
included subtle fencing in a natural,
shaded environment with trees, walking
paths, benches, a small pavilion, and water
fountains for humans and pets.
The Mayview Road entrance, across
from the Hastings plan, will provide
a second permanent access road into
the park, whose sole entrance now is
on Greenwood Drive in the Fairview
neighborhood.
“This new entrance is really going to
open up the park,” Ms. Willis said.

The splash pad
planned for Fairview
Park will resemble
this illustration from
water park designer
and manufacturer
Vortex.

A traffic study will determine what
vehicle control and safety elements are
needed, she said.
The entire park road, from Greenwood
Drive to Mayview Road, will be named

$25,000 for ballfields
T-Mobile has awarded a $25,000 grant to South Fayette Township toward new ballfields
on the Mayview site in Fairview Park. The Hometown Grant was issued to 25 communities
nationwide. From left, representatives of the mobile communications company present a
ceremonial check in the park Sept. 28 to Commissioner Gwen Rodi, Township Manager John
Barrett, and Parks and Recreation Director Paula Willis. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)

34 |

SouthFayettePA.com

South Fayette CitizenLink

@SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

South Fayette Township

@SouthFayettePA

South Fayette Township

e

x

p

a

n

d

Splash pad, ballfields, second entrance planned on Mayview site

Recreation Road.
The township is updating signs to help
navigate the expanded park.
The final phase of the project will
include three ballfields that can be used for

Conservation and Natural Resources, which
youth baseball, softball and cricket.
also awarded the township a $317,452 grant
The Mayview project also includes
last year for the splash pad.
grading land, paving the driveway and
The ballfields are being supported
parking lots, and installing utilities,
by a $25,000 Hometown Grant from
lighting, sidewalks and stormwater
communications
facilities.
company T-Mobile
Fairview Park
“This project starts
and a $15,000
will retain its green a new chapter in the
character, Ms.
history of Fairview Park." donation from
the South Fayette
Willis said.
The Mayview
—Paula Willis, Parks and Recreation Director Baseball and Softball
Association.
expansion creates
The South Fayette Parks and
about 750 acres of contiguous green space
Recreation Board raised more than
in the region, including 125-acre Fairview
$2,600 for the dog park through an online
Park in South Fayette, 474-acre Boyce
campaign and refreshment sales this
Mayview Park in Upper St. Clair and
summer.
80-acre Wingfield Pines, a land trust that
The Mayview redevelopment project is
spans both townships.
described in the township’s Comprehensive
A large portion of the Mayview
Recreation Plan, adopted in 2019.
project is being funded by grants and
“This project starts a new chapter in
donations.
the history of Fairview Park,” Ms. Willis
The original Mayview land purchase of
said, “and we couldn’t be more excited.”
$1.1 million was aided by a $425,000 grant
from the Pennsylvania Department of

The Future of Fairview
This map reflects amenities that will be added to
Fairview Park. Planned improvements on the former
Mayview State Hospital site include a splash pad,
pavilion, three ballfields, a fenced dog park and a new
entrance from Mayview Road.
South Fayette Connect | Fall 2021 | 35

@reallygreatsite
f a ir v ie w P a
rk
south faye
tte townsh
ip

!
s
t
n
e
v
e
r
u
o
g
in
d
n
te
t
a
r
Thanks fo

36 |

SouthFayettePA.com

South Fayette CitizenLink

@SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

South Fayette Township

@SouthFayettePA

South Fayette Township

s!
ie
it
iv
ct
a
g
in
m
co
p
u
e
es
th
t
a
ou
y
e
Hope to se

South Fayette Connect | Fall 2021 | 37

MISSED PICKUP?
SOUTHFAYETTEPA.COM/REQUEST

Trash & Recycling
Garbage is collected weekly and
recycling every 2 weeks. If a holiday
falls before pickup day, collection is
delayed one day.
Do not bag recyclables.
No glass in recycling bins.
Waste Management
wm.com ◆ 1-800-866-4460

South Fayette Township

515 Millers Run Road, South Fayette PA 15064
412-221-8700
SouthFayettePA.com
Staff Directory
John M. Barrett, Township Manager

Oct.

Recycling: Oct. 21-22
Trash only: Oct. 28-29

Dec.
Thurs. Dec. 2
Fri. Dec. 3
Trash Collection
Recycling

Nov.
Thurs. Nov. 4
Fri. Nov. 5

Thurs. Dec. 9
Fri. Dec. 10

Trash Collection

Thurs. Nov. 18
Fri. Nov. 19
Trash Collection
Recycling

Fri. Nov. 26
Sat. Nov. 27
Trash Collection
1-day delay due to
Thanksgiving

Thurs. Jan. 6
Fri. Jan. 7
Trash Collection

Thurs. Jan. 13
Fri. Jan. 14
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. Dec. 16
Fri. Dec. 17

Thurs. Jan. 20
Fri. Jan. 21

Trash Collection
Recycling

Trash Collection

Thurs. Dec. 23
Fri. Dec. 24

Thurs. Jan. 27
Fri. Jan. 28

Trash Collection

Trash Collection
Recycling

NO DELAY
for Christmas

Thurs. Dec. 30
Fri. Dec. 31
Trash Collection
Recycling
NO DELAY
for New Year's

Administration

Parks & Recreation

Peggy Patterson, Executive Assistant
Shannen McKahan, Finance Officer
Patrick J. Catena, Assistant Manager

Paula Willis, Director
Ian McNeill, Assistant

Communications &
Community Development

John Phoennik, Chief of Police
Evonne Williams, Police Secretary
Police Business Office: 412-221-2170
Emergency & Dispatch: 9-1-1

Andrea Iglar, Director

Trash Collection

Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. Nov. 11
Fri. Nov. 12

Jan.

Police

Planning, Building & Code

Public Works

Gary Hartz, Planning/Zoning Director
Joe Niedermeyer, Building Code Official
John Kanaskie, Engineering/Code
Abbey Scheerer, Administrative Assistant

Butch Truitt, Director
Dan Dernosek, Foreman

Community Resources
South Fayette Township Library

Benjamin Hornfeck, 412-257-8660, SouthFayetteLibrary.org

South Fayette Area Senior Citizens Association

Margie Smith, 412-221-3730, SouthFayettePA.com/seniors

South Fayette School District
412-221-4542, SouthFayette.org

Historical Society of South Fayette Township

Emily Brady, sfhistory3@aol.com, SouthFayettePA.com/history

Tax Collectors

Real Estate Tax, Kevin Biber: 412-221-9250, SouthFayettePA.com/tax
Earned Income Tax, Jordan Tax Service: 412-835-5243, JordanTax.com

Municipal Authority (Dye Tests & Sanitary Sewers)
Trash,
Recycling
& Reuse Info

Jerry Brown, 412-257-5100, MATSF.net

South West Communities Chamber of Commerce

Mandi Pryor, 412-221-4100, SouthWestCommunitiesChamber.org

Volunteer Fire Departments in South Fayette

Cuddy, Fairview, Oak Ridge, Sturgeon: SouthFayettePA.com/fire

Police, Fire, Ambulance: 9-1-1

