SOUTH FAYETTE

WINTER 2022 ◆ VOLUME 7, ISSUE 1 ◆ FREE
THE OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF SOUTH FAYETTE TOWNSHIP

CONNECT

Scout in the Park 7

Big Neighborhood 4

Teens in the Library 22

CONTENTS

WINTER 2022                                  

Departments

On the Cover

Manager's Message.................................................................................................. 1
South Fayette Shorts................................................................................................ 2
Meet ... Mike Kuchta.................................................................................................. 3
Neighborhood Spotlight: Hunting Ridge........................................................ 4–5
Around the Township................................................................................................ 6–7
Business.......................................................................................................................... 10–11
Code Corner: Fences & Hydrants...................................................................... 14–15

A lone tree decked in lights stands atop a hill in
Fairview Park during the Joy-Thru Fairview event in
December. Photo by Andrea Iglar.

News
Time to shovel and plow? 'Snow problem! .................................................. 3
South Fayette Township provides tips for successful snow removal.
Commercial building activity spikes ................................................................ 12–13
The value of new commercial construction tops $13 million in 2021.
Township holds tax rate steady for 2022........................................................ 16–19
A $30 million bond issue will support new facility construction.
For the Record ............................................................................................................ 20
The police department modernizes its records management system.

25

Library hosts safe space for teens to connect online ............................. 22
Free activities and social space are available on the Cool Teen Discord server.

Photo Features
How Public Works Fixed a Landslide............................................................... 8–9
Accessible Hunt, Thanks for Giving & Make a Difference Day........... 24
Joy-Thru Fairview........................................................................................................ 25

Happenings
Library Programs........................................................................................................ 23
Recreation Programs................................................................................................ 26
Summer Playground Camp................................................................................... 27

Inside
South Fayette police modernized their records
management software to document thousands of
calls each year. Photo by Andrea Iglar.

Trash & Recycling
2022 Trash & Recycling Calendar and Guide (Detachable)........ 29 & Back Panel

Sponsor Advertisements ◆ Thank you!
Presenting & Green
Washington Financial Bank......................... 7
Dunkin' .................................................................. 8
Dollar Bank.......................................................... 21
Gibson-Thomas Engineering...................... 28

Emerald
BJ's Wholesale Club........................................ 11

Diamond
Kiddie Academy of South Fayette............ 6
Realty ONE Group: Jackie von Thun....... 9

Gold
Brentwood Bank............................................... 10
KU Resources..................................................... 10
Goldberg, Kamin & Garvin.......................... 12
Herbert, Rowland & Grubic......................... 13
Gardner Moving................................................ 13
Schulz Lawn and Garden............................. 14
ZC Willis Heating & Cooling....................... 14
John Kosky Contracting................................ 15
Fox Pest Control................................................ 15

20

Manager's Message JOHN M. BARRETT

R

eflecting on the past year, I am proud
to say that 2021 was very successful for
South Fayette Township.
We witnessed the much-anticipated
completion and opening of the Southern
Beltway.
We paved 36 roads as part of our $1.5 million
annual road improvement program.
We saw more than $43 million of private
investment in commercial real estate projects.
It is safe to say that South Fayette has
adapted well to the challenges of the pandemic, a
testament to the community’s resilient character.
There are plenty of reasons to believe our
positive momentum will carry into 2022.
For example, South Fayette Township
recently was awarded a $1 million grant from the Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources to install ball fields with artificial-turf infields in
Fairview Park. We are pleased to be able to add park amenities without relying solely on
tax revenues.
We are very excited about the Mayview site expansion of Fairview Park, where a
splash pad and dog park are expected to open this year.
Other capital improvement projects in 2022 include improvements to Morgan
Park, restroom installations at Boys Home Park and Preservation Park, coordination
of $250,000 in stormwater improvements, vehicle and equipment replacements in the
Public Works Department and construction of a new municipal center/police station.
Also in 2022, we will also welcome two new officers to the police department, along
with an additional employee in public works.
The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation is beginning several significant
road construction projects in South Fayette this year, including the Chartiers Bridge
widening project and improvements to the Boyce-Mayview intersection.
Undoubtedly, the township is poised to have a very productive year, and I look
forward to the opportunities and challenges that await us.
We are South Fayette!
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Free tax preparation help offered

South Fayette

Free assistance preparing federal, state
and local tax returns, as well as property
tax and rent rebate forms, is available
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday to Thursday
from Feb. 7 through April 7 at The Bible
Chapel in Peters, 300 Gallery Drive, 15317.
No appointments; first come, first served.
Masks and COVID-19 vaccinations are
required. Bring these items for yourself
and any spouse or dependent: last year's
tax return; ID; birthdate; Social Security
number; W-2, 1095 and 1099 statements;
and property tax receipts. Both spouses
must sign joint returns. Details about
the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
program: 800-829-1040 or search "VITA"
at irs.gov.

SHORTS

Second investigator added
The South Fayette Township Police
Department has assigned Officer
Rebekah Schultz to a second
investigator position that was
created in January.

Additional beltway ramps open

Officers Schultz and James Jeffrey
focus on investigating criminal
cases.

Police chief chat set in Sturgeon
South Fayette Police Chief
John Phoennik invites the
public to share comments
and ask questions during
Coffee with the Chief. Drop
in between 7 p.m. and 9 p.m.
Thurs. March 10 at the Sturgeon Volunteer
Fire Department social hall, 526 Main St.,
South Fayette 15082. Masks and social
distancing are required.

Officers
raise money
for cancer
prevention

SouthFayettePA.com

South Fayette CitizenLink

South Fayette
Township has
been awarded a
$1 million state
grant to help build
three ball fields in
Fairview Park.
The project, part of the Mayview
site expansion, includes three fields
with artificial-turf infields that can
be used for youth sports such as
baseball, softball and cricket.
Other amenities include lights,
dugouts, accessible bleachers and
solar-powered scoreboards.
The Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources
awarded the funds in late December.

Off-leash dog zone permits
extended free of charge
In 2022, permits for the Off-Leash Dog
Zone at Fairview Park will be extended
at no cost to residents and non-residents
as South Fayette Township completes
construction of a 5-acre fenced, wooded
dog park. The existing zone will remain
available until the new Bark Park opens
to the general public in summer 2022.
The new park will not require an off-leash
permit from the township.

Library installs courtyard fence

South Fayette
police officers
raised more than
$1,500 for cancer
prevention during
their third year
participating in
the national NoShave November campaign. Community
members and officers, including Roman
Williams (pictured), grew beards
and donated online to show support.
South Fayette cancer survivor Tom
Sinton helped promote the effort. For
information about cancer prevention, visit
preventcancer.org or cancer.gov.
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Two additional ramps
on the Southern
Beltway (Interstate
I-576) opened in
December. Drivers
now can travel from
westbound I-576 to
northbound Interstate
79 in South Fayette, and from Morganza
Road in Cecil to westbound I-576 toward
Pittsburgh International Airport. The full
interchange with I-79 and the eastbound
connection with Morganza Road are
expected to be finished this summer.
In October, the Pennsylvania Turnpike
Commission opened the mainline of the
toll highway, along with the South Fayette
Way interchange at Route 50, to travel
between I-79 and the airport.

$1 million grant awarded

The South Fayette Township Library in
January installed a fence at the exterior
entrance of the courtyard outside the
library, 515 Millers Run Road. The fence
will help keep young children safe
when they are participating in outdoor
programs or enjoying the space with their
families. Community members donated
funds for
the project
during
Library
Giving Day
last April.
Installation
was delayed
due to
supply chain
issues.

@SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

Friends of the Library
membership drive under way
The nonprofit group Friends of the
Library has launched its annual
membership drive to support the
South Fayette Township Library.
Anyone can become a member with a
suggested minimum donation of $15.
Visit southfayettelibrary.org/friends
for details.
The group’s volunteer board of
directors raises funds for the library
to complete special projects, update
collection materials and enhance
programming.

South Fayette Township

@SouthFayettePA

South Fayette Township

Time to shovel and plow? 'Snow problem!

Meet

MIKE KUCHTA

Township provides tips for successful snow removal
By Andrea Iglar
Winter in Pennsylvania inevitably means residents are shoveling snow from driveways and
sidewalks.
In South Fayette, the Public Works Department operates 15 trucks to salt and plow
township roads.
Residents and truck drivers can work together to help ensure safe, efficient snow
removal.
Here are some best practices when it comes time to remove snow:
•

Please do not park any vehicles on roads or culs-de-sac.

•

Shovel your driveway after the plow truck clears your road.

•

Do not shovel snow into the road.

•

Remove portable basketball hoops or other equipment that may be blocking the
road or hanging above the roadway.

•

Ensure your mailbox does not extend over the edge of the road.

•

Clear snow from a 3-foot diameter around fire hydrants.

•

Shovel a path between any fire hydrant and its nearest street.

The agency responsible for plowing and salting a certain road depends on who owns
the road.
South Fayette Township owns and maintains 80 miles of local roadways, plus
maintains 15 miles of state roads through contractual agreements.
Individual owners maintain private roads.
County-owned roads are maintained by Allegheny County Public Works.
State-owned roads are maintained by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
(PennDOT) or by South Fayette.
For more information about winter road maintenance, please visit southfayettepa.com/snow.

M

ike Kuchta is a police officer
and the only certified
Emergency Medical
Technician in the South Fayette
Township Police Department, where
he has served since 2003. He uses
his skills to instruct fellow officers in
CPR and first aid, and to help when
he arrives at an emergency scene:
"I'll sometimes jump right in and give
the medics a hand," he says.
Hometown: Grew up on Pittsburgh
South Side; lives in Washington Co.
Education: Graduated from Carrick
High School and Indiana University
of Pennsylvania Police Academy
Special Skills: Serves as evidence
custodian and bike patrol officer
Family: Wife, Denise
Hobbies: Hiking, walking, tinkering,
traveling, collecting and trading
police patches
First Jobs: Delivered Pittsburgh
Press newspapers; worked at
Kentucky Fried Chicken
First Car: 1979 Dodge Aspen, mint
green
Favorite Foods: Pasta and pizza
Bucket List: Vacation in Hawaii
Best Quality of South Fayette: "It
has that open, rural-residential feel
compared to the city. It's relaxing."
Fun Fact: Mike was a scuba
divemaster, exploring underwater
wildlife and shipwrecks in the world's
oceans and lakes for 12 years. He
even glimpsed a hammerhead shark:
"There was so much to see."
— Andrea Iglar
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SPOTLIGHT

Big neighborhood
feels like small town

Hunting Ridge thrives nearly 50 years since it was built
By Andrea Iglar

Hunting Ridge
Homeowner Association: Hunting
Ridge Community Services
Association, Inc.
HOA Incorporated: 1974
Management Co.: Community
Management Professionals, LLC
Number of Homes: 966
Home Types: Single-family (261),
townhouse (461), condominium (196),
apartment (48)
Builder: Ryan Homes, in 5 phases
starting in 1973
Location: Spans both sides of Boyce
Road; also borders Washington Pike
Private Amenities: 56 acres of
common area, including a meeting
house, pool, 7 playgrounds, 3 miles
of walking/biking paths, baseball
field, and tennis, basketball,
volleyball and pickleball courts
HOA Top Issues of Interest:
Parking, Stormwater, Safety
28 Streets (13 private & 15 public):
Big Meadow, Brook Ledge, Clearfork,
Deer Watch, Enfield, Firethorn, Fox
Chase, Garden Apartment, Golden
Rod, Harvest, Horseshoe, Hunters
Path, Hunting Ridge Rd, Hunting
Ridge Tr, Lark Tree, Laurel Ridge,
Meeting House, Mill, Morning Wind,
Open Meadow, Pheasant Rise,
Ravenwood, Ridge Point, Ryeland,
Sharps, Summit Ridge, Wheatland,
Willowick
Fun Fact: Hunting Ridge is
the largest planned residential
development in South Fayette
4|

Hunting Ridge hums with the feel of a small
town.
With nearly 1,000 homes and a population
comparable to a borough like Oakdale or
McDonald, the neighborhood is the first and
biggest major housing plan in South Fayette.
Construction began in 1973. Spanning
the east and west sides of Boyce Road, the
community has six entrances from Boyce and
Washington Pike and employs several fulltime office and maintenance staff.
Homeowners share 56 acres of common
area, seven playgrounds, three miles of
walking and biking paths, swimming and
sports facilities, and a 110-person meeting
house that residents may rent.
Sarah Perry, the onsite manager for
Hunting Ridge, said residents pay reasonable
fees to the homeowner association and enjoy
a large number of amenities.
“There’s a lot of value in this
community,” Ms. Perry said. “It’s a very welloiled machine.”
Barb Simpson, an 18-year resident
who serves on the board of directors of
the Hunting Ridge Community Services
Association, enjoys walking her dog,
Pacey, on the trails and participating in
neighborhood social activities.
“I love it,” she said. “There are a lot of
Seven playgrounds are
scattered among the 966
homes in Hunting Ridge.
(Photo by Andrea Iglar)

Above: Road signs indicate two
of the 28 streets in Hunting Ridge.
Below: Barb Simpson, who serves
on the Hunting Ridge homeowner
board, walks her dog, Pacey,
(foreground) with fellow resident
Laura McCreary and her dog, Quinn.
(Photos by Andrea Iglar)

friendly people.”
Hunting Ridge was designed with an open feel, an earthtone aesthetic and lots of evergreen trees. The community’s
bylaws emphasize neat, uniform properties and generally
prohibit privacy fences.
The homeowner group’s seven-member
Environmental
Protection Board is hired
to review every home,
every month to ensure
compliance with the rules. An
average of 87 violations are issued
each month.
Grant Martin, the chairperson
and a general contractor by trade,
said board members divvy up
the streets and inspect all of the
private and common property.
They also meet monthly to
decide on applications for home
improvements such as adding
decks, installing rain gutters and
replacing siding or windows.
“It creates a standard within
the neighborhood and keeps it up
to par,” Mr. Martin said. “When
you know you’re in a nice neighborhood, the values keep going up.
It makes you proud to be here.”
Some challenges in the nearly 50-year-old neighborhood are
parking and stormwater management. The 1970s-era design did
not account for as many cars as families tend to use nowadays,
and the homes were built without rain gutters or downspouts.
Above: Hunting Ridge employs full-time staff, including office
manager Sarah Perry, left, and 21-year maintenance supervisor
Keith Dernosek, who also is a resident. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)
Below: Neighborhood residents pose with a pickup truck
full of donations they collected during a food drive last fall.
(Submitted photo)

(Homeowners can add gutter systems with approval from the
homeowner association and the township.)
Hunting Ridge has updated some rules to reflect evolving
needs. For example, the community formerly required wood decks
but now allows some modern synthetic materials.
Rhonda McKeta, a resident since 2004, began volunteering on
the homeowner association board
nine years ago to help update some
rules. Now she is president.
“We try to work with
homeowners,” she said.
The size of Hunting Ridge
requires a maintenance staff
for tasks such as cutting grass,
trimming trees and maintaining
recreational facilities. The
neighborhood pays for snow
removal on its 13 private roads,
where condominiums and
townhouses are located. The
township salts and plows the
public roads.
Over the years, the
homeowner association has
organized many social activities to
help bring together neighbors.
Kevin Webb, a 38-year resident who owns a disc jockey and
entertainment service, heads the social committee. He said that
although the coronavirus pandemic has altered some events, recent
activities have included a neighborhood-wide yard sale, food truck
visits, a community food drive and drive-thru holiday events.
“We feel this is an opportunity for our community to get
together, meet the neighbors, have a little fun with them,” he said.
The neighborhood includes a mix of residents, from original
homeowners to renters.
Ms. McKeta said she enjoyed raising her children in Hunting
Ridge and plans to stay in the community.
“Homes don’t last long here,” she said. “And it is still one of the
most affordable places to live in South Fayette.”
Hunting Ridge: huntingridgecsa.com; Facebook: Hunting Ridge CSA.
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South Fayette AROUND THE TOWNSHIP
Sturgeon Volunteer Fire Department
president Lt. Ryan Chadish, left,
Assistant Chief Keith Delaney and Fire
Chief Craig Delaney prepare their new
fire engine for service in January.

Sturgeon
firefighters
get first
new
engine in
20 years
The Sturgeon Volunteer Fire Department in South
Fayette has purchased its first new fire engine in
more than 20 years.
The 2021 Spartan Custom IPS-NXT Pumper
arrived in December to replace a 20-year-old
Emergency-One pumper.

Diamond Sponsor ◆ Military Banner Program ◆ Thank you!

Fire Chief Craig Delaney said the new
multipurpose engine increases firefighting
capabilities and includes equipment for vehicle
rescues and emergency medical care.
“We can do all three out of one engine,” he said.
Assistant Chief Keith Delaney, his brother, added:
“This is going to be able to handle just about
anything that comes our way.”
The new engine is white and blue, the colors
Station 267 uses for all of its vehicles. It includes
a 1,000-gallon water tank and a 30-gallon holding
tank for fire-suppression foam.
The department borrowed about $606,000 for
the vehicle. In addition, firefighters paid $70,000
upfront for equipment, using savings from twicea-year fund drives and annual contributions from
South Fayette Township.
Craig Delaney said the last couple of vehicles had
been purchased used, so the new engine is “a big
deal for a small-town department.”
Founded in the Sturgeon neighborhood in 1947,
the department has retained a 1999 Pierce Saber
as a backup engine.
—Photo and text by Andrea Iglar
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Eagle Scout paints
park picnic tables
Vidhisha Chahande, 16, a sophomore at
South Fayette High School, has achieved
the rank of Eagle Scout, the highest rank
in the Scouts BSA organization.
She is the first female Eagle Scout from
South Fayette, her family said.
A member of Troop 9228 based in Bethel
Park, she is the daughter of Shashikant
and Swati Chahande of South Fayette.
For the required community service
project, Vidhisha painted game boards
and colorful designs on four picnic tables
in Fairview Park.
Game pieces will be available to borrow
on site for pastimes such as checkers,
chess and tic-tac-toe.
Vidhisha and 30 volunteers spent 170
hours working on the project.
—Andrea Iglar

Presenting Sponsor ◆ Joy-Thru Fairview ◆ Thank you!

We are proud to be
part of the South
Fayette community!
since 1899
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Text by
Andrea Iglar
Photos by
Dan Dernosek

HOW PUBLIC WORKS

FIXED A LANDSLIDE

Presenting Sponsor ◆ Joy-Thru Fairview ◆ Thank you!

▼

South Fayette Township
Public Works repaired a major
landslide along Morgan Hollow
Road in November.
Eight workers spent three
weeks completing the project,
which stabilized the hillside
below Morgan Hollow and kept
the road from eroding.
Crews used equipment such as
an excavator, roller, skid loader,
backhoe and mulcher.
The project area was on the
west side of Morgan Hollow,
between Sygan Road and
Morgan Hill.

A

landslide occurred below
Morgan Hollow Road after
years of water seeping into
natural cracks and saturating
the ground, causing soil and
rock to move downslope.
Here are the steps Public
Works completed to repair it. ▶
8|
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1

2

Clean up soil, rocks and
debris from the landslide
zone.

Dig a trench, or keyway,
beneath the toe of the
slope to help hold the
hillside in place.

3

Deliver clean dirt by dump
truck. Working bottom to
top, spread, compact and
terrace layers of clean fill
to create a new, stable
slope.

4

5

A mulching machine helps
spread the material over
the dirt.

Reinstall the guide rail
along Morgan Hollow.

Plant grass seed and
mulch the slope.

Create a curb to direct
stormwater down the road,
not down the hill.

Diamond Sponsor ◆ Joy-Thru Fairview ◆ Thank you!

Project complete!
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South Fayette BUSINESS

WDVE rocks
South Fayette

A screen in
the lobby of
the Beacon I
office building
in Abele
Business Park,
South Fayette,
welcomes new
tenant iHeart
Media.

Six Pittsburgh-area radio stations, including
classic rock station WDVE, have moved to
South Fayette Township.
Owner iHeartMedia relocated its
broadcasting center in December from a
building along the Parkway West in Green
Tree to a hilltop space near Interstate 79 in
South Fayette.
The suite, in the Beacon I building in
Abele Business Park, includes office space
and on-air studios for these stations:

Photo courtesy
of Burns Scalo
Real Estate

•

94.5 WWSW-FM (3WS)

•

96.1 WKST-FM (KISS)

•

102.5 WDVE-FM (DVE)

•

104.7 WPGB-FM (BIG)

•

105.9 WXDX-FM (The X)

•

970 WBGG-AM (ESPN)

Across the U.S., iHeartMedia owns 860
live broadcast stations in 153 markets.
—Andrea Iglar
Far left: South Fayette and iHeartMedia
officials rock the grand opening with air
guitar and keyboard. Celebrating in the
entryway to the broadcasting center are,
from left, Township Commissioners Keith
Dernosek and Gwen Rodi, iHeartMedia
Region President Tim McAleer and
Township Manager John Barrett.
Left: The on-air studios feature updated
broadcasting and recording equipment.
(Photos by Andrea Iglar)

Gold Sponsor ◆ Joy-Thru Fairview ◆ Thank you!
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BJ's Wholesale Club opens
223rd club in South Fayette
Massachusetts-based BJ's Wholesale Club opened for business
Dec. 10 at Newbury Market in South Fayette.
The 100,000-square-foot, members-only discount store is the
223rd location across 17 states. A gas station also is on site.
The facility includes groceries, general merchandise, an optical
department and more.
Pictured: Store manager Malika Harris, center, reacts after
cutting a ribbon to celebrate the opening, along with officials
and guests from South Fayette Township and the club.
Membership details: bjs.com/southfayette.
—Text & photo by Andrea Iglar

Emerald Sponsor ◆ Joy-Thru Fairview ◆ Thank you!

Now Open in
South Fayette!
Save Up to 25% Off
Your Weekly Grocery
Shopping.
4000 Victoria Street
Bridgeville, PA 15017
JOIN NOW
www.bjs.com/pittsburgh
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Commercial building
activity spikes
Value of new commercial construction
tops $13 million in 2021
By Andrea Iglar
Commercial construction soared last year in South Fayette.
The estimated value of new commercial construction in 2021
topped $13 million—up from $3 million in 2020.
The value of all commercial and residential projects exceeded
$77 million, more than twice the prior year.
“Our numbers are way up,” township planning director Gary
Hartz said. “The climate for building is good right now.”
The increase is due largely to major commercial construction
projects such as:

Workers raise prefabricated
walls in June during
the construction of BJ's
Wholesale Club at Newbury
Market in South Fayette.
Facing page:
Home building continues
in January in Lafayette
Meadow, a housing plan on
Battle Ridge Road.
Photos by Andrea Iglar

•

BJ’s Wholesale Club and gas station in Newbury Market
($9 million)

•

Three buildings, with tenants to be determined, for
The Piazza development on the former Star City site at
Interstate 79 ($3.7 million)

•

Greentree Animal Clinic veterinary office at Hastings
Crossroads ($1.2 million)

•

ModWash, a car wash on Washington Pike ($220,000)

Commercial additions approached $25 million in value:
•

14,840-square-foot addition to Verizon Wireless in Abele
Business Park to house computer networking equipment
($24 million)

•

8,400-square-foot addition to Zottola Fab, a welding and
metal fabricator in the Cuddy neighborhood ($900,000)

Township Manager John M. Barrett said the outlook is good
for continued commercial growth, as developers finish building
approved plans and move forward with potential projects at
Newbury, Interstate 79, the Southern Beltway and elsewhere.
“I think we will see those commercial projects continue to
uptick, and these developments will make healthy contributions to
the real estate tax base,” Mr. Barrett said.

Gold Sponsor ◆ Movies in the Park ◆ Thank you!
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Building Permits

Looking Ahead

In 2021, the township issued a total of 399 building permits—20
more than in 2020.
That total includes 59 commercial permits, with 11 for new
construction, 28 for accessory structures,
and 20 for alterations, additions and
demolitions.
The township Building and Code
Department collected more than $260,000
in building permit fees in 2021.
The department issues permits and
conducts inspections to ensure projects are
safely built to code.

Residential development is expected to continue this year in
existing plans.
By late 2022 or early 2023, housing construction is likely to
start in Stonegate, a 192-lot Maronda
Homes plan along Battle Ridge Road, near
the South Fayette school campus. Land
preparation on the 143-acre property began
in December.
Commercial development still to come
includes a Tesla car dealership in Newbury
Market.
Pro Bike + Run, a cycling and running
store, plans to take over the Foremost Auto
building on Route 50.
Firebirds Wood Fired Grill intends to
build a restaurant in The Piazza on the
former Star City site at I-79.
Recon Brewery is preparing to open at Hastings Crossroads, in
the business section of the Hastings neighborhood.
Construction of a new municipal campus is expected to start
this spring or summer. An approximately 36,400-square-foot
township facility and police station will be built on Hickory Grade
Road.

Residential
A total of 340 residential building permits
were issued, including 105 for new homes
valued at $27.6 million.
Most of the new homes were single-family houses built in
Lafayette Meadow on Battle Ridge Road, Hastings on Mayview
Road and Kevington on Hickory Grade Road.
More than 20 were townhouses.
Homeowners spent $4.4 million on 212 accessory structures
such as decks (91), fences (34), swimming pools (27) and sheds (14).

Gold Sponsor ◆ Family Recreation Program ◆ Thank you!

Gold Sponsor ◆ Glass Recycling ◆ Thank you!

GARDNER MOVING
Est.1921
Mike Gardner

P: 412-257-4443
F: 412-257-8506
E: GMoving@verizon.net

757 Millers Run Road
South Fayette, PA 15057
GardnerMovingPGH.com

Let Our Movers Do The Heavy Lifting
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
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South Fayette CODE CORNER

Good neighbors build good fences
Rules ensure neighborhood fences are safe and attractive
By John Kanaskie
One of the most frequent home projects that property owners
undertake is installing a fence.
South Fayette Township has regulations in place that guide the
safe, aesthetically pleasing placement of fences in all community
neighborhoods.
Here are rules you should know before building a fence or wall
in a residential zoning district:
•

Maximum fence height is six feet.

•

Fences must sit at least one foot from the property line. If
you don’t know your land boundaries, it’s best to have a
property survey done.

•

The finished side of the fence must face your neighbors.

•

Pedestrian access and traffic visibility cannot be obstructed
by a fence.

•

Fences may be installed only in backyards or side yards.

contain openings equal to at least 75 percent of the surface area of
the fence. These fence types cannot be more than four feet high
and cannot enclose the entire front yard.
All fences require a building permit from South Fayette
Township, except on farms, where fences are not subject to any
limitations on type, location or height.
Permits are required in commercial and industrial districts,
where taller fences are allowed.
For homeowners, it’s a good idea to discuss fencing plans with
your neighbors to avoid potential conflicts.
If applicable, contact your homeowner association before
building a fence to learn about any additional rules in your
neighborhood. Some residential plans prohibit fencing.
As with any construction project, submit a request to the
Pennsylvania One Call System before you dig to help prevent
potential damage to underground utility lines. The service is free to
homeowners; call 811 or visit www.paonecall.org.

Decorative fences can be placed in the front yard if they

John Kanaskie is the Code Enforcement Officer for South Fayette
Township: jkanaskie@sftwp.com.

Gold Sponsor ◆ Accessible Hunt ◆ Thank you!

Gold Sponsor ◆ Joy-Thru Fairview ◆ Thank you!

Furnance

Check & Clean
Winter
Special

$59.99

Family owned and operated

724.747.7977

@zcwillisheatingandcooling

www.zcwillisheatingandcooling.com
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FENCES
Height Limit: 6 feet
Code: South Fayette Township Zoning
Code, Special Yard Requirements:
§240-99, Fences and Walls
Purpose: Provides for the safe,
aesthetically pleasing placement of
fences
Applies to: All residential zoning
districts
Code Violation: $500 maximum fine,
plus fees and court costs
View the Code:
southfayettepa.com/fencecode
Building Permit Application:
southfayettepa.com/buildingpermit
Fence Permit Fee: $25
Building Resources:
southfayettepa.com/building
Report a Concern:
southfayettepa.com/request

Law prohibits blocking or hiding hydrants
South Fayette residents must remove snow, cars, vegetation (leaves, weeds,
ornamental grass, etc.) and other obstructions from all sides of fire hydrants.
Firefighters must tap into hydrant water supplies to extinguish flames.
The township follows the 2015 International Fire Code, which states "a 3-foot
clear space shall be maintained around the circumference of fire hydrants."
The fire code, which establishes minimum fire safety requirements, is adopted
in the township code under Chapter 155, Fire Prevention Code.
—Andrea Iglar

Gold Sponsor ◆ Bunny Hop Trail ◆ Thank you!

Gold Sponsor ◆ Joy-Thru Fairview ◆ Thank you!
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Police
Department
28%

Public
Works
18%

How are township
tax dollars spent?
In the $16.7 million operating budget for 2022,
major areas of spending are police, public works,
waste collection and debt service for new facilities.
Money transferred into the capital reserve fund
helps pay for long-term investments related to
road paving, parks, facilities, infrastructure and
equipment.
Infographic by Andrea Iglar
Percentages are rounded

Township holds tax rate steady for 2022
$30 million bond issue to fund facility construction
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By Andrea Iglar

Overall highlights for 2022 include:

South Fayette Township has adopted a $16.7 million operating
budget for 2022 with no tax increase.
The township property tax rate remains at 4.73 mills,
equivalent to $473 per $100,000 in assessed property value.
For a home valued at $156,200—the median property
value in South Fayette, according to Allegheny County—the
township tax bill is about $739.
Taxes paid to township government support numerous
public services, such as police, roads, trash and recycling, code
enforcement, communications, parks and more.
Township Manager John Barrett said that despite inflation,
the township is able to absorb higher costs in 2022 while
holding the tax rate steady.
“The cost of goods and services are truly soaring, but we
are able to increase our service levels to keep pace with the
community’s growth without raising taxes,” Mr. Barrett said.
In addition to the operating budget, a $21.3 million capital
improvement plan for facilities and equipment is under
consideration, using grants, savings, bond issue proceeds and
other monetary sources.

•

Spending some proceeds of a $30 million bond issue to
fund major facility construction projects over the next
five years

•

Investing $1.5 million in contracted road paving, plus
completing in-house road repairs and improvements

•

Transferring $1.4 million into the capital reserve fund
to help pay for facilities and equipment

•

Adding staff to the police and public works
departments

•

Contributing $25,000 a year to help operate the
Gladden Acid Mine Drainage Treatment Plant in
South Fayette, which cleans 1 million to 2 million
gallons a day of polluted mine water from local creeks

•

Providing a 3 percent increase in the contribution to
the South Fayette Township Library

SouthFayettePA.com

South Fayette CitizenLink

@SouthFayetteTownship

COVID-19 Stimulus Funds
Most of the township's income stems from real estate tax,

@SouthFayetteTwp

South Fayette Township

@SouthFayettePA

South Fayette Township

Transfer to
Capital
Reserve
9%

Debt
Service
9%

Trash &
Recycling
8%

COVID-19
Stimulus
Spending
5%

Parks &
Recreation
3%

Insurance &
Benefits
2%

1% OR LESS EACH
Information Technology
Library Contribution
Tax Collection
Legal Services
Tax Refunds
Legislative Body
Government Buildings
Acid Mine Treatment
Animal Control

Administration
6%

earned income tax and local service tax.
In 2022, revenue includes COVID-19 stimulus
money from the federal American Rescue Plan Act—
$834,475, or half of the township's $1.67 million total
allocation.
Precisely how South Fayette will spend the
money is to be determined.
In general, the funds may be used to offset
negative impacts of the coronavirus pandemic on
government services; to assist in economic and
business recovery; to offer premium pay to essential
workers; or to invest in water, sewer or broadband
infrastructure.

Fire & EMS
4%

Code, Zoning, Planning & Engineering
3%

Revenue Projections

Facility Construction
In December, the township borrowed $30 million
through a 35-year bond issue.
Proceeds will go toward construction of two
buildings on Hickory Grade Road: a municipal
center with a police station, plus a community
center with recreation facilities and a library.
The bond issue increases the township’s annual
debt repayment from $500,000 to $1.5 million—a
“manageable” amount, according to S&P Global
Ratings.
The agency assigned South Fayette Township
a credit rating of AA and listed the municipality’s
outlook as stable.
The rating means the township has a “very
South Fayette Connect | Winter 2022 | 17

A $30 million bond issue will support construction
of a municipal center with a police station, as well
as a community center with recreation facilities
and a library, on Hickory Grade Road. Construction
is expected to start this year on the municipal
center. (Image by Andrea Iglar; Sources: Esri,
Allegheny County & South Fayette Township)
strong capacity to meet financial commitments,” according to
S&P Global.
Mr. Barrett said the township is prepared to handle the
debt because the township has been saving money and keeping
operating costs low in recent years.
In addition, revenues are growing, thanks in part to
commercial and residential development, higher earned
income tax revenue and increased real estate tax collection.
Projections show that real estate tax revenue will increase
by one million dollars over the next five years.
“We have been incrementally, deliberately growing in a
planned, responsible manner,” Mr. Barrett said.
“It gives us comfort to do things like borrow for buildings
and add staff positions.”

response to community growth.
“With growth come additional responsibilities,” Mr.
Barrett said. “We’re making sure our core services are invested
in and supported.”

Capital Projects
Capital projects may expand, replace, maintain or improve
public assets such as infrastructure, facilities and equipment
that have a useful life of at least 10 years.
The township maintains a five-year plan to guide capital
spending, with $21.3 million in projects under consideration for
2022, including:
•

$12 million for the building construction projects
(municipal center/police station and recreation
center/library)

•

$4.8 million in park improvements, mostly on the
Mayview site of Fairview Park, which will include a
splash pad, pavilion, dog park, baseball fields and a
new driveway from Mayview Road

•

$1.5 million for the annual road paving program

•

$500,000 in public works equipment

Staffing
The budget includes staff enhancements, including one
additional laborer in the Public Works Department and two
additional police officers.
The police positions will allow creation of a traffic
enforcement detail to focus on speeding and aggressive driving
complaints in neighborhoods.
Police Chief John Phoennik said the officers will handle
traffic enforcement issues seven days a week.
“This will allow our department to address traffic
complaints more efficiently and thoroughly, providing better
service and protection to our residents and visitors,” Chief
Phoennik said.
The public works laborer/driver will largely address road,
snow and grass maintenance.
Mr. Barrett said additional employees are being added in
18 |
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Much of the capital funding comes from grants, bond
issue proceeds and money saved from previous years.
“In many ways, the 2022 plan is the first step of a
multiyear, aggressive capital plan to reinvest in our buildings
and facilities,” Mr. Barrett said.
“It’s going to redefine the township.”
Details: southfayettepa.com/budget.

@SouthFayetteTwp

South Fayette Township

@SouthFayettePA

South Fayette Township

How much tax money
goes to the township, the
school and the county?

S

outh Fayette property owners pay real estate
tax to three separate entities—South Fayette
Township, Allegheny County and South Fayette
School District.

Township and county taxes each account for 13 percent
of a property owner's total property taxes paid.
School taxes are the most expensive, accounting for 74
percent of total property taxes.
South Fayette voters have elected Kevin Biber as the
Real Estate Tax Collector to accept tax payments for
both the township and the school district. The Allegheny
County Treasurer collects county taxes.
Elected officials for each entity set their annual property
tax rates.
The five-member Board of Commissioners sets the tax
rate for the township government (4.73 mills, or $473 per
$100,000 in assessed value).
Allegheny County Council sets the county rate, which
coincidentally is the same as the township rate.
The nine-member school board sets the tax rate for the
public school district (26.7 mills, or $2,670 per $100,000).
—Text & Infographic by Andrea Iglar
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FOR THE RECORD
Police department modernizes records management system
By Andrea Iglar
For decades, South Fayette police
officers logged the calls they received on
alphabetized index cards.
In 1990, the department moved from a
paper to a digital system, managing records
with computer software that eventually
became outdated.
In December, police upgraded to a
modern records management system to log
thousands of calls each year.
Police Lt. John Leininger said the new
system, called CODY, will better serve
the needs of the growing community and
department, which received 5,222 calls last
year.
“It’s going to make our work more
efficient,” Lt. Leininger said. “We’re trying
to streamline things so that ultimately,
officers are back out on the road sooner
instead of sitting in the station doing
paperwork.”
The system, which includes prior
records imported from the previous
software, can be accessed via police station
desktops or vehicle laptops. Cybersecurity
measures protect the electronic data.

The CODY system is a one-stop shop
for documenting complaints, arrests and
any other incident, as well as for tracking
items such as police car maintenance and
officer training.
The customized software is compatible
with the township’s electronic system for
issuing traffic warnings and citations, as
well as the county’s Allegheny Standardized
Arrest Program criminal complaint system.
Officers can export records to these
other systems, plus generate reports for
state and federal crime reporting.
Prior to the CODY system, the same
information had to be entered as many as
six times into multiple systems or paper
forms.
“There was a lot of redundancy and
repetitive work,” Lt. Leininger said. “The
new system funnels everything through one
location.”
Founded in 1979, the Pennsylvaniabased CODY is a privately held, womanowned family company serving public
safety and law enforcement agencies,
including police departments in Upper St.

Clair, Findlay, Castle Shannon and Baldwin
Borough.
The cost of the new software
installation, a secure server and associated
training was about $68,000. South Fayette
rolled out the system after months of
preparation and coordination with a
township technology consultant.
Within a 14-month period, South
Fayette police launched not only the CODY
system but also the body-worn camera
program and a comprehensive policy
update that re-issued about 150 local, state
and federal policies to township officers.
Police Chief John Phoennik said all of
these projects are part of an overall effort to
modernize the police department.
“We’re trying to be proactive and evolve
with the times,” he said. “Ultimately, these
programs are for the betterment of the
community.”

South Fayette police have updated their records management system with software called CODY, pictured below on Lt. John Leininger's computer
monitor in December. Prior to 1990, officers filed handwritten index cards (top right) to record complaints. (Photos, with redactions, by Andrea Iglar)
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Presenting Sponsor ◆ Concert in the Park ◆ Thank you!

a kitchen
you’ll savor.
Do it with a home equity loan from Dollar Bank.
Interest rates are historically low. Plus, you’ll pay no closing costs. But
at Dollar Bank, you’ll get much more than that. You’ll get the advice and
attention of a loan expert who will listen to your needs and develop the right
home equity loan for you. Because we believe in creating masterpieces, too.

Just call 1.800.242.BANK. Or visit Dollar.Bank to learn more.

South Fayette Office & Loan Center
160 Millers Run Road
Bridgeville, PA 15017
412-257-2780

Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC.
Copyright © 2022, Dollar Bank, Federal Savings Bank.
BRA577_21
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Library hosts safe space for teens to connect online
Free activities and social space available on Discord server

T

By Leslie Riker
eens have a safe, fun place to connect online thanks to the librarians moderating it, so there’s another layer of safety,” she said.
South Fayette Township Library.
Her 13-year-old daughter, Gina, checks the server about once
A virtual space on the app called Discord provides
a day on her iPad. The server can be accessed from a desktop
a hub for youth ages 13 to 18 to interact with peers and
computer, tablet or smartphone.
participate in game nights, book clubs, art hangouts, Dungeons and
Interested in anime and digital art, Gina sometimes posts her
Dragons, and other
work on the art
activities.
channel and receives
Eleven libraries
helpful feedback.
in the region are
“Some people
partnering to offer
just say it’s nice,
this service to any
some people give
teen in Allegheny
critiques,” she said.
County with a
“Nobody’s ever really
library card. There
mean about it.”
is no cost for the
Ms. Lowery
program or for
said a big part of the
library cards.
program’s success
Carrie
is that teens select
Lowery, the South
the monthly games,
Fayette library’s
activities and topics
youth services
through polls.
specialist, initiated
Participants
the program to
not only enjoying
provide a private,
gaming and
moderated space
socializing on
for teens to share
Discord but
their interests and
also practice
take part in digital
collaboration,
programming.
critical thinking,
“It’s kind of like
creativity,
social media and
multitasking and
Siblings Angelo Brunetti, 11, left, and Gina Brunetti, 14, visit the South Fayette Township
a chat room all in
financial skills, she
Library in January. Gina sometimes posts her artwork on the teen Discord server that the
one,” she said.
said.
library has set up as a safe space for programming and socializing. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)
Discord is a
In January 2021,
free voice, video
the South Fayette
and text app that
library launched the
allows users, such as the library, to create invitation-only
teen Discord server as a digital programming space
virtual places, called servers, where people can spend
in response to a lack of in-person activities due to the
time together.
COVID-19 pandemic.
Discord servers are organized into topic-based
The program has grown into a space where teens
channels where members can collaborate, share and just
build friendships, even outside of scheduled library
talk about their day.
programming.
About 90 teens in middle school and high school
“We have such a nice group of kids on the server,”
have participated in the library’s Cool Teen Discord
Ms. Lowery said. “They are extremely patient and
server since it launched a year ago. In November 2021
understanding. It has been cool to see the mentoring
alone, teens sent 2,580 chat messages and spent more
and kindness.”
than 90 hours in voice conversations.
Teens age 13 to 18 may request to join the Discord
“I would never be able to reach this amount of teens
server at tinyurl.com/y2kq6wht. (Or use the QR code
on my own,” Ms. Lowery said.
on the facing page.)
Librarians, with the aid of technology, flag
To join the teen server for Dungeons and Dragons,
any questionable language, keep eyes and ears on
go to tinyurl.com/DiscDND.
interactions, and moderate scheduled activities.
Download the Discord app for free from the App
Safety is one the main selling points for South Fayette mother
Store or Google Play.
Cherie Brunetti, who homeschools her children.
Leslie Riker is fundraising and development coordinator with the South
“It’s not only just local kids hanging out, but there are
Fayette Township Library.
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Green Sponsor ◆ Joy-Thru Fairview ◆ Thank you!
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MISSED PICKUP?
SOUTHFAYETTEPA.COM/REQUEST

Trash & Recycling
Garbage is collected weekly and
recycling every 2 weeks. If a holiday
falls before pickup day, collection is
delayed one day.
Do not bag recyclables.
No glass in recycling bins.
Waste Management
wm.com ◆ 1-800-866-4460

South Fayette Township

515 Millers Run Road, South Fayette PA 15064
412-221-8700
SouthFayettePA.com
Staff Directory
John M. Barrett, Township Manager

Feb.
Thurs. Feb. 3
Fri. Feb. 4
Trash Collection

Thurs. Feb. 10
Fri. Feb. 11
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. Feb. 17
Fri. Feb. 18
Trash Collection

Fri. Feb. 24
Sat. Feb. 25
Trash Collection
Recycling

March
Thurs. March 3
Fri. March 4
Trash Collection

Thurs. March 10
Fri. March 11
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. March 17
Fri. March 18
Trash Collection

Thur. March 24
Fri. March 25
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. March 31
Fri. April 1
Trash Collection

April
Thurs. April 7
Fri. April 8
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. April 14
Fri. April 15
Trash Collection

Thurs. April 21
Fri. April 22
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. April 28
Fri. April 29
Trash Collection

Administration

Parks & Recreation

Peggy Patterson, Executive Assistant
Shannen McKahan, Finance Officer
Patrick J. Catena, Assistant Manager

Paula Willis, Director
Ian McNeill, Assistant

Communications &
Community Development

John Phoennik, Chief of Police
Dana Korbe, Police Secretary
Police Business Office: 412-221-2170
Emergency & Dispatch: 9-1-1

Andrea Iglar, Director

Police

Planning, Building & Code

Public Works

Gary Hartz, Planning/Zoning Director
Joe Niedermeyer, Building Code Official
John Kanaskie, Engineering/Code
Abbey Scheerer, Administrative Assistant

Butch Truitt, Director
Dan Dernosek, Foreman

Community Resources
South Fayette Township Library

Benjamin Hornfeck, 412-257-8660, SouthFayetteLibrary.org

South Fayette Area Senior Citizens Association

Margie Smith, 412-221-3730, SouthFayettePA.com/seniors

South Fayette School District
412-221-4542, SouthFayette.org

Historical Society of South Fayette Township

Emily Brady, sfhistory3@aol.com, SouthFayettePA.com/history

Tax Collectors

Real Estate Tax, Kevin Biber: 412-221-9250, SouthFayettePA.com/tax
Earned Income Tax, Jordan Tax Service: 412-835-5243, JordanTax.com

Municipal Authority (Dye Tests & Sanitary Sewers)
Trash,
Recycling
& Reuse Info

Jerry Brown, 412-257-5100, MATSF.net

South West Communities Chamber of Commerce

Mandi Pryor, 412-221-4100, SouthWestCommunitiesChamber.org

Volunteer Fire Departments in South Fayette

Cuddy, Fairview, Oak Ridge, Sturgeon: SouthFayettePA.com/fire

Police, Fire, Ambulance: 9-1-1

RECYCLE:

Plastic Bottles,
Jars & Jugs (#1 and #2)

PROHIBITED IN BINS:

NO Glass Bottles & Containers

Flattened Cardboard
& Paperboard

NO Foam

Paper

Brown paper bags, newspapers,
magazines, non-confidential office
paper (NO shredded paper)

Food & Beverage Cans
Steel, tin and aluminum
cans

NO Plastic Bags

GARBAGE GUIDELINES
PICKUP TIME
• Place garbage at the curb before 6 AM on your scheduled
collection day.
• The same pickup time is NOT guaranteed each week.

PAINT
• Empty paint cans and dried paint are acceptable.
Paint can be air-dried or soaked up with newspaper or
cat litter. Lids should be left off.

SIZE
• Trash must be secured in containers of 40 gallons or less or
in tied plastic bags, with each can or bag weighing no more
than 50 pounds each.
• Do not exceed 15 bags or cans per week.

YARD WASTE
• For regular trash pickup, grass clippings and yard
waste should be in plastic bags. For special yard
waste collections, which are held in spring and fall,
material must be in biodegradable paper bags.

BULK ITEMS
• Each household is permitted to place 2 bulk items per week at
the curb.
• Bulk items may include furniture, appliances (without Freon),
household goods and disassembled swing sets cut in 4-foot
lengths.
• Carpet must be rolled and tied in lengths not to exceed 4 feet.

PROHIBITED ITEMS IN CURBSIDE GARBAGE
• TVs, computers and electronics
• Appliances containing Freon
• Building/renovation/construction materials
• Hazardous household waste (cleaners, pesticides,
wet paint, etc.)
• Auto parts
• Ashes, stones, dirt
• Trees, branches, bushes

MISSED
PICKUP?
South Fayette Township
2022 Collection Schedule

Report issues online 24/7:

SouthFAYETTEPA.COM/REQUEST

Trash is collected weekly. Recycling is collected every other week. Collection normally is Thursday or Friday, depending on your
street. Recyclables must be inside recycling cart. Do not bag recyclables. Glass is not accepted in recycling bins.

Recycle Week

Holiday

Red dates indicate garbage collection ONLY

SouthFayettePA.com/recycle
SOUTHFAYETTEPA.COM
/ RECYCLE

